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Rwanda leading Africa in Promoting Children’s Participation

Country celebrates Day of the African Child

Gisagara, Rwanda, 16 June 2008:  At a ceremony held three hours outside of the nation’s capital, children, government officials and development partners celebrated the importance of children’s participation and the need for families to be more proactive in listening to children, ensuring that they stay in school and keeping them away from child labour.

“We mark this day around Africa every year to remind us how important it is to stand up for what you believe and to express your views,” said UNICEF’s Officer in Charge, Patrice Demoustier, during the opening ceremony. “I would like to congratulate both the government and children of Rwanda for leading Africa in promoting children’s participation. Through their participation in district forums and the Children’s Summit and through their initiative to write a separate chapter on children in the Economic Development and Poverty Reduction Strategy, the children of this country have shown how important it is for all of us to listen to children’s concerns,” he added.

This year’s ceremony commemorates the Day of the African Child, the International Day of the Family and the International Day against Child Labour, the latter two which are normally celebrated on May 15th and June 12th respectively.

Worldwide, the International Labour Organization (ILO) estimates that some 165 million children between the ages of five and 14 work – a factor that keeps them out of school and stunts their potential. 

In sub-Saharan Africa, as many as 26 percent of children - about 50 million - are engaged in economic activities. In Rwanda, the figure is less than half the African average; about 12 percent and already on the decline, according to recent figures from the Ministry of Labour.

In fact, the Government is on track to achieve ILO goals to eliminate child labour by 2016 and has already taken numerous steps to get children out of the workplace and into school. 

Due to these and other efforts, more students are in school today than ever before with the United Nations continuing to support government efforts to ensure that children remain in schools that are “child friendly.” These schools, which currently number 50, will soon cover the entire nation. They encourage children to be involved in classroom activities, in clubs, in community service, and even in school management by speaking up, helping each other and spreading their knowledge, regardless or whether they are boys or girls, rich or poor, orphaned, disabled or HIV positive.

For more information contact: 

Hillevi Ekberg, United Nations Communication Adviser, + 230 03 15 90 85 Email: hillevi.ekberg@undp.org, 

Lamech Nambajimana, ILO Program Officer, +230 08304167 Email: lamech.nambajimana@undp.org

Misbah M. Sheikh, UNICEF Chief of Communication, +250 08 30 07 31 Email: msheikh@unicef.org; Cyriaque Ngoboka, UNICEF Communication Specialist, + 250 57 30  24  Email: cngoboka@unicef.org 
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