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The Paris Commitments
to protect children from unlawful recruitment
or use by armed forces or armed groups




We,

Ministers and representatives of countries hav-
ing gathered in Paris on 5 and 6 February 2007
to strongly reaffirm our collective concern at
the plight of children affected by armed con-
flict, our recognition of the physical, develop-
mental, emotional, mental, social and spiritual
harm to children resulting from the violation of
their rights during armed conflict, and our com-
mitment to identifying and implementing last-
ing solutions to the problem of unlawful recruit-
ment or use of children in armed conflict;

Recalling all the international instruments rele-
vant to the prevention of recruitment or use of
children in armed conflict, their protection and
reintegration, and to the fight against impunity
for violators of children’s rights, as well as rel-
evant regional instruments, as listed in the
Annexe hereto, and in particular calling upon
all States which have not done so yet to con-
sider ratifying as a matter of priority the
Convention on the Rights of the Child and the
Optional Protocols thereto;

Recalling UN Security Council resolutions
1261 (1999), 1314 (2000), 1379 (2001), 1460
(2003), 1539 (2004) and 1612 (2005) which have
repeatedly condemned and called for an end to
the unlawful recruitment and use of children by
parties to armed conflict contrary to interna-
tional law, and led to the establishment of a
Monitoring and Reporting mechanism and of a
Working Group to address violations of chil-
dren’s rights committed in times of armed con-
flict;

Recalling the 1997 Cape Town principles
(“Cape Town principles and best practices on
the prevention of recruitment of children into
the armed forces and on demobilization and
social reintegration of child soldiers in Africa”),
that have been helpful to guide decisions and
actions taken to prevent the unlawful recruit-
ment of children under 18 years of age into
armed forces or groups, stop their use, secure
their release, provide protection and support
their reintegration or integration into family,
community and civilian life;

Deeply concerned that girls continue to be
largely invisible in programming and diplomat-
ic initiatives regarding the unlawful recruitment
and use of children by armed forces or groups
and committed to reversing and redressing this
imbalance;

Deeply concerned that the Millennium
Development Goals of universal primary edu-
cation and the development of decent and pro-
ductive work for youth will not be reached as
long as children continue to be unlawfully
recruited or used in armed conflicts;

Recognizing that States bear the primary
responsibility for providing security to and
ensuring the protection of all children within
their jurisdiction, that children’s reintegration
into civilian life is the ultimate goal of the
process of securing their release from armed
forces or groups, and that planning for reinte-
gration should inform all stages of the process
and should commence at the earliest possible
stage;
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