NOTES FOR EDITORS

Junior 8 (J8) is the youth event of the G8 Summit developed by UNICEF and the Morgan Stanley International Foundation. The J8 Global Citizenship Programme provides free, multi-lingual resources on topical global issues to teachers and young people worldwide and enables young people aged 13 to 17 to become more involved in G8 issues.  Using their knowledge and understanding of these issues, the young people can participate in an international selection process which gives them the opportunity to represent their country or region at the Junior 8 Summit.

The programme was first piloted in the UK in 2003/4 and then, in 2005, young people from all over the world travelled to Scotland to work together alongside the G8 Summit in Gleneagles.  In 2006, the Russian G8 Presidency hosted young people from the G8 countries at the Junior 8 Summit in St Petersburg.  The young delegates participated in workshops, discussion groups and teleconferences with other young people from across the globe and heard keynote guest speakers.  A highlight of the Summit was a 45-minute meeting, broadcast live on Russian television, at which some of the young people discussed their collective ideas with all the G8 leaders. 

For 2007, the German G8 Presidency and the regional government are hosting the J8 Summit in Wismar, Germany, from 3-9 June 2007.  The Summit will be attended by 64 young people from across the world who will have been chosen to represent their country or region through an international selection process developed by Morgan Stanley and UNICEF.  This process will run from January to March 2007 and will be open to all young people aged 13 to 17 around the world. Chancellor Merkel has pledged to include a meeting with J8 delegates in the G8 agenda 2007. 

