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On the Day of the African Child, UNICEF calls for concerted action on child rights in Sudan
Khartoum/Juba, 15 June 2007 – As Sudan celebrates the Day of the African Child on Saturday 16 June, UNICEF is drawing attention to the status of children’s rights in the continent’s largest country, and joining forces with a range of partners to call upon Sudanese society to do more to protect children at risk.

At a special ceremony in the city of Nyala, in South Darfur, officials of the Sudanese Government of National Unity and UNICEF will join with local government and community representatives to launch a major public awareness campaign focusing on six key child rights issue; preventing abandonment of babies and improving care for children without family support, recruitment of children into armed forces and groups, children in contact with the law, the dangers of mines and unexploded ordnance, female genital mutilation, and sexual and gender-based violence. 
The UNICEF-backed campaign, which will see 40,000 posters and more than 10,000 pocket guides on child rights, along with supporting radio and television spots and public billboards disseminated around 14 states in North Sudan, sets out the fundamental rights of children for each issue, and calls for specific actions to be taken to better protect children. For example, campaign materials include messages calling for vulnerable families not to abandon children but to seek professional support, while also reminding other families that they can play a role in supporting official fostering schemes. Other materials remind audiences that children in contact with the law should not be treated as criminals, but must be given the chance to be accepted back into their communities. All the materials have been jointly produced with Sudan’s National Council for Child Welfare, the Government of National Unity’s specialist department responsible for protecting child rights.
In Southern Sudan, UNICEF is supporting a range of activities to engage the public in debate on child rights issues, including radio discussions, school debates and outdoor theatre productions. These activities see children and adults discussing issues as wide ranging as child exploitation, detention of juveniles, neglect and hazardous labour. On Saturday a rally at the sports stadium in the city of Juba, will bring hundreds of children together to deliver a message in support of proposed legislation on child rights – ‘Know my rights, respect my rights - support the Child Bill’. While the Government of Southern Sudan has yet to adopt a Child Bill providing for specific recognition and protection of child rights, UNICEF is working closely with the Ministry of Gender, Social Welfare and Religious Affairs in Southern Sudan on the formulation of such legislation.

UNICEF Representative Ted Chaiban called upon Sudanese communities to speak out on abuses of child rights. “In every community, in every country in the world, children’s rights are often neglected,” he noted. “In Sudan we can identify some of the most serious breaches of child rights, and we know what actions must be taken to better protect our children. On the Day of the African Child we want Sudan to speak out loudly for the defence of Sudanese children, and the respect of their fundamental rights”.

UNICEF Director of Operations for Southern Sudan Simon Strachan added “The children of Sudan deserve protection. They have been the victims of conflict, neglect, poverty and are exposed to the effects of HIV/AIDS. We have to reverse these worst trends. Now is the time to act.”
Threats to child rights in Sudan

While the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child has recently noted Sudan’s efforts to improve the protection of key child rights, basic data show that more needs to be done. For example:

· UNICEF estimates that some 10,000 children are still associated with armed forces and groups across Sudan, missing out on opportunities for education and general development.
· The UN estimates that 21 of Sudan’s 26 states have been affected by landmines and unexploded ordnance, although the full extent and impact of Sudan’s landmine problem remains unknown 

· Recent surveys indicate that the prevalence of early marriage (amongst children under 18) is nearly 42 per cent

· The level of birth registration in Sudan is as low as 39 per cent

· The prevalence of female genital mutilation still stands at nearly 70 per cent in the north of Sudan

· Last year an average of two abandoned babies were referred to one orphanage in Khartoum every day. 

· At Khartoum’s first mother and child centre run by the local police force, 90 per cent of referrals in its first year of operation were linked to sexual or gender-based violence.

· UNICEF estimates that up to half of children in Southern Sudan are involved in some form of labour.









