Middle East and North Africa: Inching Towards Gender Equality
The Middle East and North Africa region confounds generalities. The region had the highest average annual rate of increase in net enrolment/attendance ratios among all regions between 1980 and 2001, with 1.4 per cent a year. About half of the region’s countries are on track to meet the goal of universal education by 2015. Still, some 8.8 million children are out of primary school, and closing the gender gap remains elusive.
The most recently available data from this region show:

· In 2005, there will be 94 girls in school for every 100 boys in the region.
· Djibouti, Sudan and Yemen are farthest from the Goal, with gender parity indices of 0.77, 0.83 and 0.60 in 2001, respectively.
· Of the three countries in the region where secondary enrolment was analysed, Egypt has 90 girls per 100 boys in secondary school, Iraq has 67 girls for every 100 boys, and Yemen has 41 girls per 100 boys.

· Primary school-age children from the poorest 20 per cent of households in this region are 4.5 times more likely to be kept out of school than those in the richest 20 per cent.
25 by 2005* acceleration countries in the region:

Djibouti
Sudan

Yemen
*The ‘25 by 2005’ acceleration campaign is a UNICEF initiative designed to intensify efforts in 25 countries in grave danger of failing to meet the Millennium Development Goal of gender parity in education by 2005. Countries were selected for inclusion if they met one or more of the following criteria: enrolment rates under 70 per cent for girls, gender gaps of more than 10 per cent in primary education, more than 1 million girls not in school, included in the World Bank’s Education For All Fast-Track Initiative or ravaged by crises that affect school opportunities, such as HIV/AIDS and conflict.
