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Violence in Latin America and the Caribbean at a glance

· Latin America and the Caribbean is the region in the world presenting the highest rates of armed violence, with 42per cent of global homicides happening here. 

· Children and adolescents are more the victims of this armed violence than perpetrators. In some countries, up to 12per cent of victims of homicides are under the age of 18, while the numbers of adolescent responsible for homicide is around 1per cent. 

· Latin America and the Caribbean is considered to be one of the most violent regions in the world. Six million children and adolescents in Latin America and the Caribbean suffer severe abuse, including abandonment, each year.
· Close to 220 children and adolescents under 18 years of age, die every day of domestic violence – that means 80-thousand children a year.

· The Caribbean ranks first, globally, when it comes to murder rates and claims the highest rates of homicides among young people aged 15–17. Boys are six times more likely to be victims than girls.

· In term of abuse, adolescent boys are most at risk for beatings in home and at school, while adolescent girls are most at risk for sexual harassment and abuse from adult men in the family, school, or work place.

· Violence against girls is equally prevalent, but of another character. Girls are most often subjected to violence at home, or at school, where they are sexually abused by a known adult male.

· Adolescents face several types of exploitation. They may be recruited into hazardous jobs, fall prey to crime-related syndicates, including drug trafficking, and be trafficked into forced labor, armed conflict, or commercial sex work, including child pornography

· Violence is the leading cause of death among males aged 15-24 in the Caribbean and in some countries of Latin America. 
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