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REMARKS BY UNICEF REPRESENTATIVE IN UGANDA
Mr. Keith McKenzie
Exchange of Notes Ceremony for Government of Japan’s Community Empowerment Grant
Embassy of Japan, Kampala, 7 March 2008

Your Excellency, Ambassador Keiich Kato.
Distinguished guests.  Ladies and gentlemen.

It is a distinct pleasure to address this gathering as part of formalizing a new and innovative partnership between the Government of Japan, the Government of Uganda and the United Nations Children’s Fund.

A Shared Dream for the Next Generation of Children in Northern Uganda

As you know, UNICEF’s vision for 2008 has been to place children and women squarely at the heart of the recovery and development process in northern Uganda – with the understanding that when the needs of the most vulnerable members of a community are met, the needs of all the community can be realized.

UNICEF is delighted to embark upon this partnership with the Government of Japan, knowing that we share the same vision – the same dream – that the funds made available through the Community Empowerment Grant will take northern Uganda one step closer to a meaningful and sustainable recovery.
This Project has a short life-span – just 21 months – but as a significant investment in infrastructure and service delivery, its impact will be long-term.  We are focusing on breathing new life into the two most important, formal facilities in a child’s life:  The primary school and the primary health centre.  By rehabilitating and revitalizing these two key institutions, enabling children to survive and thrive, the Government of Japan and UNICEF’s aspiration is nothing less than to shape a new future for northern Uganda.

Current Contribution and the North at a Crossroads
The Project finds northern Uganda at a crossroads.  Encouraging movements in the peace process have, in turn, contributed to an ongoing, literal movement of hundreds of thousands of IDPs to their original homesteads.  Ensuring that basic social services are available in return areas will help enhance the strength and resilience of the returning communities.  Our investments will also help the children to grow up in normalcy – protected and nurtured – in more stable communities.
With this latest contribution, I am convinced that UNICEF and the Governments of Uganda and Japan are starting our most influential work together – a chance to serve children and families in northern Uganda by making a sustainable and tangible impact in a normalized environment.
Building for a “Peace Generation”

Here, I would emphasize that we are shaping the protective environment for children of today and tomorrow, noting that children born this year in the north are the first in a generation to have the opportunity to grow up free of conflict.  As the new “Peace Generation,” they represent the hope of moving away from the shadows of violence, poverty and fear – into the light of every child (not just some) being able to access the full range of services and rights.  We are speaking about simple, basic things:  Access to good health care, a decent education, and being brought up by families with love and respect, protected from abuse and exploitation.
Expression of Thanks
UNICEF is grateful for this latest donation which will go a long way in contributing to the recover and development process in northern Uganda.  In this contribution, we see Japan’s staunch commitment to providing unhindered education and health services to the children, whose best interests must never be forgotten.

We in UNICEF look forward to our next year of partnership.  We look forward to helping communities in northern Uganda to cast off the backbreaking burden of displacement, insecurity and instability.  We must help the children and their families to share in the dividends of a new peace.  We must succeed.

Thank you.
# # #

About UNICEF:

UNICEF is on the ground in over 150 countries and territories to help children survive and thrive, from early childhood through adolescence. The world’s largest provider of vaccines for developing countries, UNICEF supports child health and nutrition, good water and sanitation, quality basic education for all boys and girls, and the protection of children from violence, exploitation, and AIDS. UNICEF is funded entirely by the voluntary contributions of individuals, businesses, foundations and governments.
For more information, please contact:

Chulho Hyun, UNICEF Uganda, +256 (0)772 222 347, chyun@unicef.org
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