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PRESS RELEASE

Japanese Government donates US$4.8 million to support child survival in Angola

LUANDA 31 May 2007- Today, UNICEF received a $4.8 million USD grant from the Government of Japan for the prevention of infectious diseases for children in Angola, as part of the effort to accelerate child survival in Angola.  In the presence of the Angolan Vice-Minister of Health Dr. Evelize Fresta, Angela Kearney, UNICEF Representative in Angola, and the Ambassador Susumu Shibata of the Japanese Embassy, participated in an Exchange of Notes Signing Ceremony.
“On behalf of the Government of Angola I would like to thank the Government of Japan for this generous contribution that will support our fight against Polio and Malaria”, affirmed the Minister of Health. “The Government of Angola expresses its firm commitment to eradicate polio in our country and to reduce malaria mortality and morbidity and we are going to keep this commitment.”

Thanks to the generosity of the Government of Japan 300,000 vials of polio vaccine will be purchased and distributed as a continuation of the National Immunization Days organized by the Ministry of Health in conjunction with UNICEF and other partners.  Approximately 5,400,000 children under the age of five will benefit with Japan’s donation.
“With this donation UNICEF can reinforce the Ministry of Health’s fight against infectious diseases”, said UNICEF Representative, Angela Kearney.  “This donation is essential to continue our work with the Government and other key partners fighting to combat polio and malaria.  We thank the Government of Japan, represented in Angola by Ambassador Susumu Shibata, for this generous valuable contribution.” 

In response the Japanese Ambassador said that “Japan and Angola are united in the fight to save Angola’s most precious: its children.” Ambassador Shibata concluded, “This triangular cooperation among the Angolan government, UNICEF and Japan would certainly bring numerous benefits to the people in the country.”  Japan has also been a core contributor to the Global Fund to fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria.
In addition to the purchase and provision of polio vaccines, 410,000 long-lasting insecticide treated malaria nets will be purchased and distributed in the provinces of Kuando Kubango, Namibe and Luanda, as an extension of the Ministry of Health’s National Malaria Control Programme to children under the age of one and pregnant mothers.  Pregnant women will be specifically targeted by these interventions because they are a vulnerable group to severe malaria due to their immune-compromised status during pregnancy.

Finally, more than 19,600 community mobilisers will be trained to teach parents the importance of protecting themselves and their children against malaria and to monitor and evaluate the proper use of the nets.  More than 3.2 million cases of malaria were reported in Angola in 2004 of which two-thirds were in children under the age of five. The Government of Angola has expressed its firm commitment to reduce malaria morbidity and mortality.
Thanks to a previous assistance from Japan, the more than 600,000 insecticide treated nets needed for the province of Benguela for the year 2007 has been covered.









