The Campaign’s “Four P’s”
Responding to the needs of children and young people affected by HIV/AIDS demands action in four critical areas:

Prevent mother-to-child transmission
The vast majority of the roughly half a million children under the age of 15 who die from AIDS-related illnesses every year become infected through mother to child transmission. Yet less than 10 percent of pregnant women have access to treatment to prevent transmission.

Without prevention measures, 35 percent of children born to HIV-positive pregnant women contract the virus. North America and Europe have reduced HIV infections in  young children to almost zero. In the late 1990s, small pilot programmes in 11 sub-Saharan African countries showed that simple regimens based on increasingly affordable antiretroviral drugs could achieve reductions in mother-to-child transmission of up to 50% in resource-poor settings.

Campaign target: By 2010, offer services to prevent mother-to-child transmission of HIV to 80 percent of women in need.

Provide paediatric treatment
Despite progress achieved in improving access to anti-retroviral therapy for adults, less than 5 percent of HIV positive young children in need of paediatric AIDS treatment are receiving it. 
Children living with HIV/AIDS are likely to die from infections if they have no access to treatment to prevent the infections and to anti-retroviral (ARV) therapy. Unless paediatric treatment coverage increases, half of infected newborns will continue to die before the age of five.
Cotrimoxazole treatment fights off deadly infections including malaria and pneumonia. At as little as US$0.03 a day, cotrimoxazole is a feasible, low-cost intervention that could make a real difference to children exposed to HIV. Yet only 1 percent of children who could benefit from cotrimoxazole have access to it. 

The campaign aims to promote and establish better follow-up, identification and care of children in need of both cotrimoxazole and ARV treatment.

Campaign target: By 2010, provide antiretroviral treatment and/or cotrimoxazole to 80 percent of children needing treatment or prophylaxis.

Prevent infection among adolescents and young people
The only sure way to turn back the tide of the AIDS pandemic is through primary prevention. The cornerstone of prevention is safe sex. Yet more than two decades into the epidemic, studies across the globe have established that the vast majority of young people still have no idea how HIV is transmitted or how to protect themselves from the virus. Young people need practical help, in the form of youth-friendly health services where they can get condoms, obtain treatment for sexually-transmitted infections and seek advice.
Campaign target: By 2010, reduce the percentage of young people living with HIV by 25 percent globally.

Protect and support children affected by AIDS
Children are permanently marked by having to watch their parents or loved ones suffer and die. Well before parents die, children – especially girls – have to take on arduous adult tasks such as caring for the sick, looking after younger siblings, generating income to pay for health costs, or producing food. Children living in households with sick or dying adults are often more vulnerable, disadvantaged, malnourished and less likely to go to school than children who have actually lost their parents.

In the absence of outside support, affected families and communities in hard-hit countries have reacted with extraordinary resilience to the needs of children affected by HIV/AIDS. Communities provide far more direct support to children affected by HIV/AIDS than government ministries, donors, or international NGOs combined. But extended families and communities are stretched to the breaking point.
The global campaign must provide a basis to ensure that communities and families that have carried such a disproportionate share of the burden of the epidemic to date are the primary beneficiaries of an increased global response. The campaign will support programs to strengthen families; mobilize community responses; ensure access for orphans and vulnerable children to essential services, including education and healthcare; ensure that governments protect the most vulnerable children through improved policy and legislation; and raise awareness at all levels to create a supportive environment for children and families affected by HIV/AIDS.
Campaign target: By 2010, reach 80 percent of children most in need.

