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Fast facts on Adolescents and Youth in Latin America and the Caribbean
Glossary of terms (to put the following statistics into context).

Adolescents – the term “adolescents” as defined by the World Health Organization are those between 10 and 19 years old. 
Youth -- As defined by the United Nations, the term “youth” applies to those between the ages of 15 and 24
The overall situation of adolescents and youth

· Currently there are 106 million young people between 15 and 24 years of age living in Latin America and the Caribbean, 20% of the total population. It is the largest proportion of young people  ever in the region’s history. 
· Poverty affects Latin American and Caribbean youth disproportionately, with an average of 39% of them living in poverty.
· In Latin America and the Caribbean, there are more than 100 million adolescents between 10 and 18 years-old. 

· The gap between high and low income groups within cities is taking more and more of a toll on the lives of adolescents. 

· As many as 25 to 32 percent of the 12 to –24-year-old population in the region are suffering the consequences of at least one kind of risky behavior (as defined by the World Bank): they dropped out of school, are young parents, are not employed, are addicted to drugs, or have been arrested

· Youth unemployment, violence, unplanned pregnancies, sexually transmitted infections, and substance use can reduce a country’s output by up to 1.4 percent of GDP, each. 
Violence

· Latin America and the Caribbean is considered to be one of the most violent regions in the world. Six million children and adolescents in Latin America and the Caribbean suffer severe abuse, including abandonment, each year.
· Close to 220 children and adolescents under 18 years of age, die every day of domestic violence – that means 80-thousand children a year.
· Latin America and the Caribbean is the region in the world presenting the highest rates of armed violence, with 42% of global homicides happening here. 

· Children and adolescents are more the victims of this armed violence than perpetrators. In some countries, up to 12% of victims of homicides are under the age of 18, while the numbers of adolescent responsible for homicide is around 1%. 

· The Caribbean ranks first, globally, when it comes to murder rates and claims the highest rates of homicides among young people aged 15–17. Boys are six times more likely to be victims than girls.

· In term of abuse, adolescent boys are most at risk for beatings in home and at school, while adolescent girls are most at risk for sexual harassment and abuse from adult men in the family, school, or work place.
· Violence against girls is equally prevalent, but of another character. Girls are most often subjected to violence at home, or at school, where they are sexually abused by a known adult male.

· Adolescents face several types of exploitation. They may be recruited into hazardous jobs, fall prey to crime-related syndicates, including drug trafficking, and be trafficked into forced labor, armed conflict, or commercial sex work, including child pornography

· Violence is the leading cause of death among males aged 15-24 in the Caribbean and in some countries of Latin America. 

· Two new types of violence are emerging in Latin America and the Caribbean - gang and drug-related violence and school-based violence. Gang and drug-related violence is on the increase, with young people as the most visible culprits but are far more often the victims. There are approximately 25,000 to 125,000 active gang members in Guatemala, El Salvador, and Honduras. 
· The phenomenon of school violence is widespread in Latin America and the Caribbean. In Brazil, 84 percent of students in 143 schools from six state capitals consider their school to be violent, and 70 percent admitted having been victims of violence in school. 
Conflict with the law

· Eight countries in Latin America and the Caribbean allow adolescents under 18 to be tried as adults in court.
HIV and AIDS

· The Caribbean has the 2nd highest prevalence of HIV in the world, after sub-Saharan Africa and the face of HIV/AIDS in the region is becoming, increasingly, an adolescent female face.

· Presently, there are approximately 740,000 adolescents and young people aged 15 to 24 living with HIV/AIDS in Latin America and the Caribbean.

· Around half of all new infections in the region occur in people between 15 and 24, rising to 60% in the Caribbean. 

· Adolescent and youth access to health services continues to be inadequate in most countries of the region. 

· Feminization of AIDS: In Barbados and the Eastern Caribbean the annual

reported incidence of HIV is three to six times higher in women aged 15–24 than in men.

Adolescent pregnancy

· Latin America and the Caribbean has the second highest rate of adolescent pregnancies in the world. On average, 38% of women in the region fall pregnant before reaching the age of 20. Nearly 20 percent of live births in the region are by adolescent mothers. 

· In the English-speaking Caribbean 82 percent of young men and 52 percent of young women between the ages of 10 and 18 years who were sexually active say they had sex by the time they were 13 years old. Many of these young people report that their first sexual experience was forced. 
· Maternal mortality is one of the main causes of death among adolescent girls in the region. Maternal mortality is linked to early pregnancy, abortion and lack of access to methods of contraception . 
· Pregnancy rates are three to five times higher among poor adolescents than among non-poor adolescents in the region.
· Approximately 50% of adolescents under age 17 in the region are sexually active.

· Girls under 15 years of age are five times more likely to die in childbirth than

women in their twenties. In 2006, in El Salvador, 27 percent of all maternal deaths were among adolescent mothers.

· If a mother is under 18, her baby’s chances of dying during the first year of life are 60 per cent higher than those of a baby born to a mother older than 19.

Education, school dropout and unemployment
· In Latin America and the Caribbean, some 35 million children between 3 to 18 years of age do not go to school at all (a number close to the population of Colombia, as a whole). 

· Thirty million secondary school-aged people in Latin America and the Caribbean are not enrolled in school, equivalent to one in every three secondary school-aged young people. 
· Each school dropout forfeits the equivalent of 14 percent of per capita GDP each year of his or her working life. 
· There are 10 million unemployed young people in the region, and 22 million young people (approximately 25% of young people in Latin America and the Caribbean) who are unemployed AND out of school. 30 million young people do informal work under precarious conditions
· In the region, youth unemployment rates are up to double those of adults, and almost one in four young people in Latin America and the Caribbean are neither working nor in school. 

Gender

· In Latin American and Caribbean girls and women continue to face deep-rooted gender stereotypes, gendered division of labour, unequal wealth distribution and violence. Economically, females earn an average 30 per cent less than males in the region.

· Despite recent legal reforms, domestic and sexual violence are still rampant in all countries in the region, affecting an estimated 40 percent of women. 
· 70% to 80% of adolescents in the West Indies University that go for final exams are female. Only 20% to 30% are male.

Indigenous

· There are 15 million indigenous children and adolescents in Latin America and the Caribbean. In Bolivia, Indigenous populations represent 62% of the total population.

· High levels of extreme poverty, discrimination, exclusion and family destabilization lead to a disproportional high level of alcoholism, drug addiction and suicides among Indigenous adolescents. 

· In the Colombian department of Chocó, in 2004 a collective depression resulted in a series of suicides among adolescent Emberá girls; 

· In the Brazilian town of Tabatinga, at the triple frontier with Argentina and Paraguay, 103 indigenous adolescents committed suicide between 2000 and 2005. 

Migration

· The number of Latin American and Caribbean migrants increased in the last decade to nearly 25 million in 2005.

· When children and adolescents migrate with their parents, often without the necessary documentation, schooling is jeopardized and child labour becomes a tangible threat.

· There is evidence of increasing numbers of children and adolescents migrating on their own, often in a desperate effort to rejoin missing parents, also putting them at serious risk.

· Half a million Mexicans migrate to the United States yearly – one third of them are children and adolescents. 









