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· An estimated 40-50 million indigenous people live in Latin America, representing 10% of the population. Few indigenous groups exceed one million people. The largest indigenous groups are the Quechua with 10 million people (in Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia, Argentina and Chile) and the Aymara with over 3 million people (Peru, Bolivia and Chile).

· Bolivia and Guatemala have the largest indigenous communities, making up approximately 50% of the total population.

· Indigenous peoples constitute 27% of the rural population of Latin America.

IDENTITY AND CULTURE

· There are between 400 and 500 Amerindian languages in Latin America and even more dialects. In Mexico alone, some 64 indigenous languages are spoken by 12 million people, while 42 native languages are spoken by some 8 or 9 million people in Peru.

· An estimated 15 to 18 million indigenous children and adolescents live in the region. Low birth registration rates and the limited coverage of national censuses contribute to keeping indigenous children out of national and regional statistics. Therefore, the group has low visibility and often suffers from double marginalization.

· In some Brazilian states in the Amazon region, less than 45% of indigenous children are registered. In the Ecuadorian Amazon, only 21% of children under five have a birth certificate. In both countries, overall national birth registration rates vary between 70 and 89%.

POVERTY AND INEQUALITY

· Income levels as well as human development indicators (education, health, and access to water and sanitation) show that the indigenous population is lagging far behind the non-indigenous population.

· The indigenous peoples are the most disadvantaged group in Latin America. A study carried out by the World Bank in the five Latin American countries with the largest indigenous populations indicates that poverty rates in these populations are higher and are decreasing more slowly than in the population as a whole. The study concludes that being indigenous increases the probability of being poor.

· 76% of the indigenous peoples in Guatemala live under the poverty line compared to 41% of the non-indigenous.

HEALTH

· The indigenous population – especially women, children and adolescents – has less access to basic health services. Health indicators such as maternal mortality rates, number of hospital births, and immunization coverage are systematically worse among the indigenous. One of the most important disparities is the high rate of malnutrition. In Honduras, for example, child malnourishment reaches extreme proportions among the Tolupas, the second largest indigenous group in the country.

· Four out of the five countries with the largest indigenous population in the region (Bolivia, Peru, Guatemala and Ecuador) were among the countries with the highest maternal mortality rates in the decade of the 1990s.

· The diseases reaching epidemic levels among the indigenous population are mostly preventable, a characteristic of highly marginalized populations, according to the Pan American Health Organization. Among the diseases that claim the most victims are malaria, onchocerciasis, respiratory diseases, tuberculosis, diarrhea, malnourishment, chronic degenerative diseases, and HIV/AIDS.
EDUCATION

· Indigenous children regularly experience discrimination at school. The discrimination is often reflected in the prohibition of some of their cultural expressions, such as wearing their traditional clothes or hairstyles.

· In Bolivia, where the indigenous groups represent 50% of the population, almost 20% are illiterate, compared to 4.5% of the non-indigenous population. Their average schooling is six years, three years less than among the non-indigenous. A child or an adolescent who speaks an indigenous language has twice the probability of repeating a year of school compared to a Spanish-speaking student. In Chile, the region with the largest indigenous population has a grade repetition rate twice the national average.

· In Guatemala, 90% of indigenous children in primary school repeat at least one school year.

PROTECTION

· Child labor is twice as likely in indigenous communities as among their non-indigenous peers. In Ecuador, nine out of ten indigenous children work, compared to one out of three non-indigenous children.

· The high rates of child labor severely limit educational attainment among indigenous children.

· The physical and mental integrity and dignity of indigenous children is threatened by corporal punishment, abandonment, sexual and domestic abuse, gender discrimination, and street violence, associated with child labor and begging.

· The armed conflicts of the past decades have had a particularly cruel impact on indigenous populations in Guatemala, Colombia and Peru. Thousands of children and adolescents have been murdered, raped, forced to perform high-risk work, and to take part in the conflict.






