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Countries urged to do more to stop child trafficking as risks to children rise in Africa
HIV/AIDS and endemic poverty in the region leave millions of children vulnerable
NAIROBI, 16 June 2007 – UNICEF today called on countries in Eastern and Southern Africa to step up their efforts to stop child trafficking. 
“With over 8 million children orphaned by AIDS, widespread poverty, increased tourism, especially in coastal areas, and greater movement of goods and services between countries, Eastern and Southern Africa is gravely poised to become a major origin of trafficked children,” said UNICEF’s Regional Director for Eastern and Southern Africa Per Engebak. “Traffickers are exploiting the aspirations of those living in dreadful conditions with virtually no risk of prosecution.”
Evidence of an expansion in the global trafficking of human beings – which generates an estimated $9.5 billion a year globally for its perpetrators – into this part of the world is already emerging. 
On the Day of the African Child whose theme is ‘Combating Child Trafficking,’ Engebak said some countries in the region were yet to ratify the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, part of the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime. Those that had done so had made little progress in enacting national laws outlawing the vice. 
“In many countries, the absence of a specific law on child trafficking is a serious loophole that undermines the global effort to stop child trafficking,” said Engebak. “Existing laws that address certain aspects of trafficking, such as kidnapping, rape or sexual exploitation, fall short of punishing perpetrators for the crime of trafficking itself.”
Out of 20 countries in the region, 11 have ratified the Protocol and three have signed it. Only Mozambique and South Africa have made progress in enacting domestic legislation against child trafficking. 
Existing data on child trafficking points to some worrying indicators:

· Between 1,000 and 2,000 Zimbabweans are deported from South Africa every week, among them 100 to 200 children, half of whom are unaccompanied;
· Thousands of Ethiopian girls are trafficked every year to the Middle East to work as domestic servants and are often subjected to physical and sexual abuse;
· Between 10,000 to 15,000 girls aged 12 to 18 years in Kenya are involved in sex tourism. An estimated 3,000 children are sexually exploited in the tourist, coastal areas of south-west Madagascar. According to the International Office for Migration, 1,000 Mozambican women and children are trafficked and sold every year to brothels or as concubines to mine workers.
· Street children in Lesotho are trafficked by long-distance truck drivers who use them as sex slaves and travel as far as Cape Town, Zimbabwe, and Zambia.

· More than 10,000 children have been systematically abducted in the conflict in northern Uganda.

A lot remains unknown about the extent of child trafficking in the region. According to the UN Office on Drugs and Crime, South Africa is frequently cited as a destination for victims trafficked from other African countries. Those trafficked are forced into prostitution or exploited for domestic labour.
There is also a considerable level of trafficking occurring within borders, which often goes unmonitored. Knowing the nature and extent of such trafficking obliges governments to conduct national assessments and implement mechanisms for monitoring the situation and collecting information. 

At the regional level, cross-border agreements are needed to enable laws to be enforced beyond national jurisdictions. As countries in the trading blocks of COMESA and SADC move towards common customs unions and interlinked transport and communications networks, the need for multilateral agreements between states to stop child trafficking has never been greater.
***
The Protocol to Prevent, Suppress, and Punish Trafficking in Persons 
Ratified – Botswana, Kenya, Lesotho, Madagascar, Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, Rwanda, South Africa, Tanzania, and Zambia.

Signed – Burundi, Swaziland, and Uganda.

Non-Signatories – Angola, Comoros, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Somalia, and Zimbabwe.
***
About UNICEF 

UNICEF is on the ground in 150 countries and territories to help children survive and thrive, from early childhood through adolescence.  The world’s largest provider of vaccines for developing countries, UNICEF supports child health and nutrition, good water and sanitation, quality basic education for all boys and girls, and the protection of children from violence, exploitation, and AIDS.  UNICEF is funded entirely by the voluntary contributions of individuals, businesses, foundations and governments.

For more information, please contact:
Patricia Lone, UNICEF ESARO, Nairobi; Tel: (254) 722 520 595; plone@unicef.org
Victor Chinyama, UNICEF ESARO, Nairobi; Tel: (254) 722 701 505; vchinyama@unicef.org
Sarah Crowe, UNICEF ASU, Johannesburg; Tel: (27) 79 495 5938; scrowe@unicef.org
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