Central and Eastern Europe/Commonwealth of Independent States: 

Hidden Crises
The story of education in the Central and Eastern Europe and Commonwealth of Independent States region (CEE/CIS) is complex. The overall picture looks promising in that gender parity in education is expected to be achieved in all countries by 2005, except for Tajikistan and Turkey. And while universal primary education by 2015 is not automatic, it is achievable with an additional push.
The most recently available data from this region show:

· The region’s primary net enrolment/attendance ratio was 88 per cent in 2001, exceeded only by East Asia/Pacific and Latin America/Caribbean in the developing world.
· The region recorded the lowest average annual rate of increase in the net enrolment/attendance ratio of any developing region – 0.35 per cent.

· Albania, Tajikistan and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia achieved high primary net enrolment/attendance ratios in 2001, with 97.5 per cent, 97.2 per cent and 96 per cent, respectively. But 2001 enrolment/attendance ratios were low in Azerbaijan, Bosnia and Herzegovina, and Serbia and Montenegro, at 79.9 per cent, 86.2 per cent and 76.2 per cent, respectively.

· Turkey, the only country from this region to be included in UNICEF’s ’25 by 2005’ acceleration initiative, is projected to increase its gender parity index to 0.96 in 2005 from 0.93 in 2001.
· In 2004, there were an estimated 1.4 million people living with HIV/AIDS in the region, with 80 per cent of new infections among young people.

· In 2004, more than 1.2 million children were being raised in institutions.

25 by 2005* acceleration countries in the region:

Turkey
*The ‘25 by 2005’ acceleration campaign is a UNICEF initiative designed to intensify efforts in 25 countries in grave danger of failing to meet the Millennium Development Goal of gender parity in education by 2005. Countries were selected for inclusion if they met one or more of the following criteria: enrolment rates under 70 per cent for girls, gender gaps of more than 10 per cent in primary education, more than 1 million girls not in school, included in the World Bank’s Education For All Fast-Track Initiative or ravaged by crises that affect school opportunities, such as HIV/AIDS and conflict.
