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UNITED NATIONS
CHILDREN'S FUND.

We are unique among world
organisations and unique among
those working with children,
adolescents and young people.

We have the authority to influence
decision makers and the diversity
of partners to turn the most
innovative ideas into reality.

Around the world, we use our
expertise to meet the challenges
facing children and those who care
for them.

Our history of more than 60 years
gives us a profound understanding
of development and how important
children are to progress.




A HEARTFELT APPEAL

CHILDREN are the single greatest asset of a country’s future.

Malaysia has done well for her children, standing shoulder to shoulder with many industrialised
nations in fulfilling the needs and rights of children. For many a Malaysian child, growing up is a
time of fun and freedom.

However, disparities remain in the lives of many other children, who go to bed with empty
stomachs and wake up to seemingly hopeless futures. Impoverished and without the benefit of an
education, these children remain trapped in poverty and are far more vulnerable to abuse, neglect,

violence, exploitation and HIV.

UNICEF's mission is to overcome these challenges for children. Our success in Malaysia and
globally is made possible because of partnerships — with governments, NGOs, young people,
celebrities and the media, as well as support we receive from companies and individuals who care
about what happens to children, no matter who they are or where they live. UNICEF works with our
partners to channel resources into quality social services that promote child survival and provide
opportunities for children to succeed in life.

Today more than ever we know that building a brighter future begins with children - ensuring that
every child is healthy, educated, protected and cherished. | invite you to join us, and be a part of on-
going and dedicated efforts that are making a real difference for children.

Let us UNITE for Children!

Youssouf Oomar
UNICEF Representative, Malaysia




BORN WITH RIGHTS

The United Nations Convention on
the Rights of the Child (CRC) guides
all that UNICEF does in the world.
The CRC establishes that:
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50+ YEARS HELPING CHILDREN IN MALAYSIA

SURVIVE
& THRIVE

UNICEF has been working with the Government and people of Malaysia
since 1954, to create lasting solutions that give children the best start in life
and help them realise their full potential.

Malaysia’s commitment to her children has translated to a number of
national development goals which coincidentally cover essential elements
of the Millennium Development Goals. These achievements owe a great
deal to the ground-breaking policies and strategies introduced more than
40 years ago.

UNICEEF is proud to have been part of Malaysia’s journey to improve health,
nutrition, water and sanitation, formal and non-formal education, as well as
welfare services for children in rural as well as poor urban areas.

Our mission today, as then, remains the same: to enhance the nation’s
capacity for continuous and progressive realisation of children’s rights.

Working with partners from Government, civil society, private sector and
the media, we seek to support the Ninth Malaysian Plan to ensure access
to quality care, education and social protection services for all children in
Malaysia.

We also facilitate knowledge exchange within our global network and
capitalise on our presence in more than 150 countries worldwide to export
best practices and technical know-how to and from Malaysia.
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Five year old Junaida can read and write today.

While dropout rates for Orang Asli children have dramatically fallen in the last
15 years, about 30 per cent of them do not enter secondary school.f

Orang Asli preschooler Junaida

Juni lives deep in the ancient

forests of Johor’s Endau Rompin

National Park. Living in an isolated

community however is not a barrier
for her to learn.

Thanks to the Ministry of Rural
and Regional Development and
UNICEF’s Reach Out and Read
(ROAR) programme, Junaida
is one of 2,400 preschool
children from the rural

and remote areas across
Malaysia who can read and

write today.

ROAR helps children
like Junaida master

\ six key learning

components:
communication
and language, creativity,
cognitive development,
morale and spirituality
and social-emotional
development.

mm © UNICEF Malaysia/2007/Palani Mohan

ROAR is one of many programmes
introduced by UNICEF to improve
learning for children in Malaysia.
Others include the “Drop Everything
and Read” for primary school
students in Sabah and Sarawak

as well as the “Folklore Literacy”
for Orang Asli children, both in
partnership with the Ministry of
Education.

UNICEF believes that every child
must be given the chance to learn so
they can realise their potential and
transform their dreams into reality.

We work for children by advocating
for quality basic education for all
and by introducing innovative
programmes and initiatives to
eliminate disparities.

We lay the foundation for growth,
transformation, opportunity and
equality for children like Junaida so
she too, like children in cities and
towns, can craft her own choices for
the future.

iii. Department of Orang Asli Affairs, Ministry of
Rural and Regional Development (2005).



© UNICEF Malays

| myself have never
been to school.

| can’t believe my
daughter will have a
chance to attend
school. | hope her
success will be an
inspiration for other
children.

Lijas Jais, (27)
Orang Asli mother
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2,400 preschool children from rural
and remote communities can read
and write as a result of the Reach Out

and Read programme.

10,000 Orang Asli primary school
children are learning to read through
the Orang Asli folklore literacy

programme.

13,000 students in Sabah and
Sarawak are improving their English
literacy through education enrichment

and remedial activities.
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PROTECTION

QUICK FACTS

UNICEF Malaysia/2006/Nadehatram
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UNITE FOR PROTECTION

Responding to

violence requires

e 40 teachers have been trained to carry

a lot of hard Work, out bullying prevention for close to
. . 4,000 students ages 14 to 17.
patience and time.

But if it earns results, e Some 50 counselors, court advisors,
, social workers and child facilitators
WOUIdn t a" the hard have been trained to recognise and

respond to early warning systems for

work be worth it. 17

Farah Fathiah, (15)

Student Participant,
Bullying Prevention Programme e 18,000 parents from rural and remote

parts of the country have benefitted

child abuse and neglect.

from positive parenting workshops.

© UNICEF Malaysia/2006/Nadchatram
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© UNICEF Malaysia/2006/Nadchatram

UNITE AGAINST AIDS

| have a clearer
picture of HIV. Now at
least | know how to
protect myself. We
need this workshop
in all schools.

Kavitha Nandarajah, (17)
Student Participant,
UNICEF-3R Education Programme

Close to 3,000 students from 20
schools in Kedah, both primary and
secondary, received HIV education
through a pilot Life Skills Based
Education (LBSE) programme.

Seven Youth Centres have been set
up in Kedah and Perlis to provide
safe spaces for some 10,000 children
and teens to spend time, surf the net,
meet their peers and obtain support
and information on HIV and AIDS -

without prejudice.
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CHILD SURVIVAL

AND DEVELOPMENT
What is a life worth?

Most of us would sacrifice a great deal to save
a child. Yet, on a global scale our priorities have
become blurred.

Daily, 26 million children die from preventable
and treatable diseases even before their fifth
birthday. Some are directly caused by illnesses
such as pneumonia, diarrhea and malaria.
Others because of malnutrition, poor hygiene
and unsafe water.

Existing low-cost, low-technology and high
impact interventions can save lives. These
include vaccines, antibiotics, micro-nutrient
supplementation, insecticide-treated bednets,
improved breastfeeding practices and adoption
of safe hygiene practices.

Children do not have to die unnecessarily.

More than sixty years of experience tell us that
we can turn back child mortality and meet the
Millennium Development Goals by 2015.

© UNICEF/ HQ05-1674/Josh Estey

War and natural disaster devastate childreﬁ\ -
lives. They threaten children’s health and separate )
children from their parents. LY U L ' C
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TEAMING UP TO TURN PROMISES INTO ACTION

UNICEF always works with others to make things better for children.
Partnerships are essential because the challenges before us are too great to
solve alone.

Governments are our main partners. We work with everyone from Heads of State and ministers to
mayors and community councils.

Non-Government Organisations, both international and national, youth, women and religious groups,
community and family collectives are important to us. We work with all at one time or another.

Young People are deeply involved in what UNICEF does. When they have a voice in public debate,
everyone benefits.

Media and Celebrities work with us to make change happen in the present and to plan for it in the
future.

Donors support our people and programmes. UNICEF is funded entirely by voluntary contributions.
While UNICEF gets the majority of its funds from governments, it also depends heavily on funds
provided by the private sector and individual donors.

Empowering people to manage for themselves is a significant part of what
UNICEF does. Through cooperation and partnership, we share our global
knowledge and experience to help others find local solutions.
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United Nations Children’s Fund
Malaysia Country Office

Wisma UN, Level 2, Block C

Kompleks Pejabat Damansara

Off Jalan Dungun, Damansara Heights
50490 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Tel. (+6.03) 2095 9154

Fax. (+6.03) 2093 0582

Email. kualalumpur@unicef.org
URL. www.unicef.org/malaysia




