








Progress for Children16

education or never attend school at all. Where girls who labour 
are in school, they carry a ‘triple burden’ of housework, school-
work and work outside the home, paid or unpaid, which inev- 
itably reduces their educational attainment and achievement.6

Through its Multiple Indicator Cluster Surveys since 2000, 
UNICEF has actively collected data on household chores and 
other work done by children, and it has developed a defini-
tion of child labour that includes children who perform 
household chores. This definition encompasses:

Children 5–11 years old in economic activity or in ##

household chores for 28 or more hours per week.

Children 12–14 years old in economic activity (excluding ##

those in light work for less than 14 hours per week) or in 
household chores for 28 or more hours per week.

Children 15–17 years old in the worst forms of child ##

labour, including hazardous work, or in household 
chores for 43 or more hours per week.

The 18th International Conference of Labour Statisticians 
adopted a resolution concerning child labour statistics in 
2008 (see box, below). 

During the past 10 years, there has been an enormous increase 
in the statistical information available on child labour. Along with  
increased awareness of the issue by governments and institu-
tions, this can be attributed to three main factors: the launch in 
1998 of the Statistical Information and Monitoring Programme  
on Child Labour by the ILO International Programme on the 
Elimination of Child Labour; the inclusion of modules on child 
labour in MICS; and the collection of data carried out since 2000 
by Understanding Children’s Work, an inter-agency programme  
of the ILO, UNICEF and the World Bank.

The challenge now is to make all this information more  
consistent and comparable. A wide variety of statistical defini-
tions and measures have been employed in child labour literature 
and agency documentation on child labour, creating confusion 
and obscuring the precise nature of the problem that needs to  
be addressed.

In 2008, the 18th International Conference of Labour Statisticians 
adopted a new definition of child labour in Resolution II, which 
concerns statistics on child labour. The framework set by the 
resolution encompasses both economic activity (“children’s 
employment”) and household chores (“unpaid household 
services”), helping to remove one major source of contention  
in child labour statistics.

According to the resolution, the term ‘child labour’ covers:

The worst forms of child labour, including slavery; ##
prostitution and pornography; illicit activities; and work 
likely to harm children’s health, safety or morals, as defined 
in ILO Convention No. 182.

Employment below the minimum age of 15, as established ##
in ILO Convention No. 138.

Hazardous unpaid household services, including household ##
chores performed for long hours, in an unhealthy environ-
ment, in dangerous locations, and involving unsafe 
equipment or heavy loads.

Previously, statistics on child labour released by the ILO reflected 
a purely economic definition of ‘work’ in the UN System of 
National Accounts. This definition excluded unpaid household 
services such as providing childcare and caring for sick or elderly 
household members, as well as more traditional chores that 
enable other family members to work but reduce children’s 
access to school, particularly for girls.

By establishing first-ever international standards for the 
statistical measurement of child labour, the resolution marks an 
important step forward in terms of better estimates, and it should 
help guide national statistical offices in collecting child labour 
statistics and measuring child labour for the purposes of local  
and global reporting.

Although there is in principle an agreed framework, much work 
still needs to be done at the statistical level to enhance the 
comparability of estimates across different survey instruments.

Child labour: New definition a step towards data comparability

Countries with high percentages  
of children who work tend to have  
low rates of children in school
Percentage of children 7–14 years old who work  
and school attendance rates

Note: The scattering of countries along the regression line in this chart indicates  
the association between child labour and school attendance. High percentages  
of labour among children 7–14 years old are associated with low rates of school  
attendance. Low percentages of child labour are associated with high rates of  
school attendance.

Source: MICS, DHS and other surveys, 1999–2007.
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Sexual exploitation and abuse of children
Establishing reliable numbers for children and adolescents 
subjected to sexual abuse and sexual exploitation has 
proved to be a major challenge. The reason for this lack  
of data is the clandestine nature of these crimes, making 
them under-recognized and under-reported.

It is probable, however, that the figures encompass millions, 
and that girls and boys of all ages and backgrounds and  
in every region of the world may be victims of sexual 
exploitation and abuse. Studies show that girls are more 
often abused and exploited, although boys are also  
affected.7 Along with the trauma of sexual exploitation  
itself, child survivors often miss out on attending school  
and are exposed to the risk of physical injury, sexually 
transmitted infections, HIV and unwanted pregnancy, the 
latter of which is potentially dangerous for adolescent girls. 

As of May 2009, 131 countries had ratified the Optional 
Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the 
Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography, 
which criminalizes all forms of sexual exploitation of children 
and emphasizes support to children who are victims. But 
challenges remain. The Rio de Janeiro Declaration and  
Call for Action to Prevent and Stop Sexual Exploitation of 
Children and Adolescents (2008) commits governments to a 
set of specific, time-bound goals to prevent and stop sexual 
exploitation of children and adolescents, and to protect 
exploited children. 

Child trafficking
Children are trafficked both within and between countries for 
the purposes of forced labour, prostitution, forced marriage, 
domestic work, begging, use by armed groups and many 
other forms of exploitation. Statistics are hard to gather and 
often unreliable. Children trafficked into domestic work, for 
example, are hard to document due to the privacy of the 
home and because such work may not be regulated. 
Children who are trafficked for sexual purposes are also 
difficult to document because of the hidden nature of the 
crime. Continued misconceptions of the difference between 
trafficking and prostitution, and between trafficking and 
illegal migration, also affect data reliability.

The United States Government estimates that 600,000–
800,000 people are trafficked each year across international 
borders. Drawing on its own analysis and that of three other 
organizations – the International Labour Organization,  

the International Organization for Migration and the  
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) – it 
estimates that one sixth to one half of these people are 
children. There may be questions about this figure, however, 
due to methodological weaknesses of analyses, data gaps 
and numerical discrepancies.8 

Evidence from UNODC indicates that more than 20 per cent 
of victims of all trafficking, both within countries and across 
borders, are children. In parts of West Africa, the Mekong 
region in East Asia, and some countries in Central and  
South America, children are the majority of persons being 
trafficked. Of survivors identified in 61 countries, 13 per cent 
were girls and 9 per cent were boys.9

More than half of 155 countries studied by UNODC had 
established national plans of action to address trafficking. 
Some 125 countries included in the study had specific 
anti-trafficking legislation on the books by November 2008, 
compared with only 55 countries before 2003. But the study 
also noted that only 73 of those countries with anti-trafficking 
legislation had at least one recorded conviction of trafficking 
in persons as of November 2008.10

Migration
The World Bank estimates that around one third of migrants 
from developing countries are youths between 12 and 24 years 
old.11 A number of recent studies highlight the vulnerabilities 
of children during all stages of migration.12

In the source communities, children left behind by migrating 
parents must cope with the psychological impact of being 
separated as well as with heightened risks of physical or 
sexual abuse. One recent study has found that although 
children of successful migrants tend to benefit in material 
terms, children separated from their parents due to migra-
tion are twice as likely to experience emotional distress.13

In the destination communities, migrant children, especially 
those who are unregistered, may face discrimination  
and marginalization, including lack of access to education 
and medical services. Being outside their familiar social 
safety network also tends to weaken their normal  
coping mechanisms.
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Large proportions of children screened  
positive on at least one question related  
to disability
Percentage of children 2–9 years old who screened positive  
on at least 1 of the 10 questions on disability

Note: Household surveys typically rely on parents’ responses to survey questions. While 
parents often do very well at identifying whether their children have difficulty performing 
specific tasks, their responses alone are not sufficient to diagnose disabilities. These data 
therefore should not be interpreted as the prevalence of disability in a given country. 
Rather, they indicate the percentage of children who may have some form of disability, 
although determining children’s actual disability status would require clinical assessment.  
It should be noted that none of the countries that collected data on disability during the  
latest round of MICS conducted a follow-up clinical assessment of the children.

Source: MICS, 2005–2007.
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Recent research on children and migration indicates a  
shift from the traditional view of child migrants as depen-
dent on family to a more complex view of them as agents 
and decision makers in their own right.14 Nonetheless,  
some children make their own decision to migrate in the 
hope of economic improvement but end up in potentially 
hazardous circumstances. 

Children with disabilities
Reliable statistics on children with disabilities are difficult  
to obtain. As a first step towards addressing this paucity of 
information, UNICEF included a disability module, the ‘ten 
questions screen’ for child disability, in its latest Multiple 
Indicator Cluster Survey.

MICS data from 22 countries show that large proportions  
of children are at an increased risk of disability, and there is 
an extremely broad variation in the proportion of children 
screening positive on at least one of the disability questions, 
ranging from 3 per cent in Uzbekistan to 48 per cent in the 
Central African Republic.

The issue of children with disabilities is cross-cutting. 
Children with disabilities are less likely than other children  
to be in school, and in some countries they have lower 
transition rates resulting in lower schooling attainment.15 
They may also have trouble using the health services they 
need, whether because those services are inaccessible,  
or due to discrimination or exclusion.

Children with disabilities are particularly vulnerable to 
physical violence and sexual, emotional and verbal abuse, 
and in some instances, the disability is itself caused by 
maltreatment.16 Data for 15 countries show that, in 7 of the 
countries, parents of children who screened positive for 
disability were significantly more likely to report hitting 
them either on their face, head or ears, or repeatedly and as 
hard as possible. In only two of the countries were children 
who screened positive for disability significantly less likely 
to be hit. (In six countries, the relationship between dis-
ability screening status and likelihood of being hit was 
statistically insignificant.)



19A Report Card on Child Protection

Children without parental care
Children without parental care are defined as “all children 
who are not living with at least one of their parents for 
whatever reason and under whatever circumstances.”17  
AIDS is one of many factors that contribute to loss of 
parental care, as are abuse, exploitation and neglect.  
Poverty is increasingly recognized as an underlying  
cause of overlapping vulnerabilities.18 

It has been estimated that more than 2 million children are in 
institutional care around the world, with more than 800,000 
of them in Central and Eastern Europe and the Commonwealth 
of Independent States (CEE/CIS). But the global figure is 
likely to be severely underestimated due to under-reporting 
and a lack of reliable data.19 Many institutions are unregis-
tered, and many countries do not regularly collect and report 
data on children in institutional care.

Poverty, rather than lack of family, leads to many placements 
in institutions, and cash transfers and other forms of social 
protection can reduce the pressures that may cause some 
families to separate. The international community must 
ensure that institutions are used only as a temporary option, 
in extraordinary circumstances.

Best available data indicate that CEE/CIS  
has the largest number of children in institutions
Estimated number of children in institutional care, by region
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Note: The estimate represents the number of children in institutional care at any moment. 
Numbers in the Latin America and the Caribbean, Middle East and North Africa, Eastern  
and Southern Africa, and East Asia and the Pacific regions are likely to be highly 
underestimated due to the lack of registration of institutional care facilities. No estimates 
were calculated for West and Central Africa and South Asia due to a lack of data for  
these regions.

Source: Estimates are based on a UNICEF analysis of several main sources, including 
national estimates, often from governments, provided by UNICEF country offices (2005  
and 2006); country reports prepared for the ‘Second International Conference on Children 
and Residential Care: New Strategies for a New Millennium’, held in Stockholm in 2003; 
and the TransMONEE database of CEE/CIS indicators (2003). 

Children who screened positive for disability were more likely to experience harsh discipline
Percentage of children 2–9 years old who are hit on the face, head or ears, hit repeatedly or hit hard, by disability status,  
in 15 countries where these data are available
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Children in justice systems
Deprivation of liberty remains a common form of punishment 
for juvenile offenders, in violation of the child rights principle 
that this should be a measure of last resort. UNICEF estimates 
that more than 1 million children are detained through 
justice systems worldwide at any one time,20 although this is 
likely to be a significant underestimate given the difficulties 
in obtaining data about the many unreported children in 
custody. Not only are data collected inconsistently, they often 
do not include children awaiting trial, young children detained 
with their parents or children held temporarily by the police.

Among the 44 countries for which data were available, 
around 59 per cent of children in detention had not been 
sentenced.21 Only a minority of these children receive a 
custodial sentence, suggesting that pretrial detention is 
regularly used as a sanction, in violation of the right to be 
considered innocent until proven guilty according to law,  
as affirmed in the Convention on the Rights of the Child.22 

Detention hinders the child’s constructive reintegration into 
society, which should be the objective of any justice inter-
vention in line with the Convention on the Rights of 
the Child. Yet the vast majority of children in detention have 
not committed serious offences. Many are only charged with 
status offences, such as running away from home, violation 
of child-related curfews, truancy or alcohol use. Children are 
also detained in the context of immigration, mental health 
concerns or for ‘their own protection’. Children who are 
victims of crime and children who are witnesses to crime are 
often ‘re-victimized’ by justice systems that are not adapted 
to children’s rights and needs. 

Five countries are known to have applied the death penalty 
to children since January 2005.23 The Convention on the 
Rights of the Child prohibits the death penalty or sentences 
of life imprisonment without possibility of release 
for children.

Children in emergencies
UNICEF estimates that just over 1 billion children live in 
countries or territories affected by armed conflict, and of these, 
around 300 million are under 5 years old. In 2006, an estimated 
18.1 million children were among populations living with the 
effects of displacement, including 5.8 million who were 
refugees and 8.8 million who were internally displaced.24 

Children living in conflict-affected countries are more likely 
to suffer from poverty, undernutrition, poor health and lack 
of education. Social systems and networks often fall into 
disrepair in times of conflict, meaning that they are less able 
to protect vulnerable children. Although economic disparity 
and poverty can be major causes of conflict, similar  
by-products of armed conflict, including poverty and high 
unemployment, can lead to child recruitment, trafficking  
and sexual exploitation. 

Children are also disproportionately affected by natural 
disasters, including earthquakes, droughts, monsoons  
and floods. Such disasters destroy homes and communities, 
create conditions in which disease can spread, keep children 
out of school and destroy the social systems that protect 
vulnerable children. Children may be separated from their 
families or may lose official documents necessary for them 
to gain access to humanitarian assistance. Separated and 
unaccompanied children, especially child-headed house-
holds, are inevitably more vulnerable to economic or sexual 
exploitation and abuse.

More than half of children in detention  
have not been tried and sentenced
Estimated number of children in pre-sentence and 
post-conviction detention, in four regions where sufficient  
data are available
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Source: Estimates are based on a UNICEF analysis of several main sources, including 
UNICEF regional and country surveys and reports on juvenile justice; country reports 
prepared for the ‘Second International Conference on Children and Residential Care: 
New Strategies for a New Millennium’, held in Stockholm in 2003; United Nations Office 
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against Children in Conflict with the Law: A study on indicators and data collection in 
Belgium, England and Wales, France and the Netherlands (2008).
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Emergencies cause serious threats to the psychological and 
social well-being of children, their families and communities. 
Children may experience psychological difficulties because 
of a number of factors, including death, injury, displacement, 
the destruction of one’s home or school, and the suspension 
of essential services. Emergencies can also disrupt social 
institutions, deprive families of their livelihoods, create 
tension and divisions within communities, and cause the 
rule of law to collapse.

Conflict and natural disaster increase the vulnerability of 
children, and women, to all forms of violence and exploita-
tion. Survivors of gender-based violence may be left with 
sexually transmitted diseases, including HIV, and unwanted 
pregnancies, and they may be ostracized and abandoned  
by their families and communities.25  In the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, for example, a recent study found 
that children born as a result of sexual violence are often 
neglected and discriminated against because they are 
identified with the perpetrator.26

The issue related to children and armed conflict that has 
received the most attention on the global human rights 
agenda is that of ‘children associated with armed groups  
and forces’. The term includes not only children who bear  
arms but also children used as cooks or porters and for 
sexual purposes or forced marriage.27 The UN estimates the 
number of children associated with armed groups or armed 
forces at more than 250,000.28

As of May 2009, 128 countries had ratified the Optional 
Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on  
the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict, and at least 
76 had set the legal minimum age for joining the military  
at 18.29 In addition, 78 countries have endorsed the Paris 
Commitments and Principles to protect children from 
unlawful recruitment or use by armed forces or armed 
groups. Despite these developments, there was evidence  
in 2008 of recruitment or use of children by armed groups  
or armed forces in 25 countries, including countries that  
had ratified the Optional Protocol.30

UN Security Council Resolution 1539 (2004) called on the 
Secretary-General to develop a monitoring and reporting 
mechanism (MRM) that focuses on six specific violations  
of children’s rights: killing or maiming; recruiting or using 
children in armed conflict; attacks against schools or hospi-
tals; rape or other grave sexual violence; abduction; and 
denial of humanitarian access. In 2005, Resolution 1612 
created an MRM that would provide for the systematic 

gathering of objective, specific and reliable information on 
grave violations committed against children in situations of 
armed conflict; such information would be used to ensure 
compliance with international and local norms to protect 
children in armed conflict. In 2006, the MRM was piloted in 
7 countries – Burundi, Côte d’Ivoire, the Democratic Republic  
of the Congo, Nepal, Somalia, Sri Lanka and the Sudan – and 
has since officially expanded to 14 countries.31

Landmines, explosive remnants of war  
and small arms
Landmines and explosive remnants of war violate nearly  
all the articles of the Convention on the Rights of the Child:  
a child’s right to life, to a safe environment in which to play, 
to health, clean water, sanitary conditions and adequate 
education. Although significant progress has been made in 
addressing the threat from anti-personnel mines, an esti-
mated 78 countries are still contaminated by mines  
and 85 are still affected by explosive remnants of war.32 
In 2007, 72 countries recorded new victims of landmines and 
explosive remnants of war, and children accounted for 
nearly a third of these casualties.33 

In many countries, children who survive landmine accidents 
must end their education prematurely due to the necessary 
period of recovery and the accompanying financial burden 
of rehabilitation on families. Support for children experi-
encing psychological distress is rarely available, and the 
effects linger for many years. 

A significant step forward was taken in 2008, when 96 States 
signed a new international convention banning cluster 
munitions.34 But challenges remain in attempting to univer-
salize and ensure the implementation of any new treaties  
as well as existing treaties such as the 1997 Mine Ban Treaty.

Even in countries that are not considered to be affected by 
armed conflict, the proliferation and misuse of small arms 
and light weapons are equally grave dangers to children. In 
most countries, however, effective and reliable data collec-
tion mechanisms to document the impact of small arms and 
light weapons on children do not exist, and available 
statistics on direct death and injury to children from small 
arms surely mask the enormous impact of small-arms 
violence on children. Recent research in a dozen countries 
has noted that the victimization of children and adolescents 
by small arms persists despite laws to protect them against 
this form of violence.35
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WEST AND 
CENTRAL AFRICA

Children in West and Central Africa 

are susceptible to a wide range  

of hazards from which they have  

a right to protection, including 

child labour, sexual exploitation, 

trafficking, conflict and other 

emergencies, female genital 

mutilation/cutting (FGM/C)  

and child marriage.

Some 35 per cent of the children of West and Central Africa 
are estimated to be engaged in child labour. There are, 
however, wide variations between individual countries in 
the region. The incidence of child labour in Cape Verde and 
Sao Tome and Principe, for example, is very low, at 3 per cent 
and 8 per cent, respectively. In contrast, six countries have  
a child labour rate of more than 40 per cent, and more than 
half the child population of Chad is working. In many coun-
tries, the child labour rate in rural areas is at least twice as 
high as that in urban areas. 

UNODC has reported that most of the identified trafficking 
victims in the region are children, most of them for domestic 
servitude, or for forced labour on tea, cotton and cacao 
plantations or in the mines that are of fundamental 
importance to West African economies.36

Some children engaged in child labour are also subjected  
to commercial sexual exploitation. Statistics on the problem 
are unavailable, but countries including Burkina Faso, the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Ghana, Mali and Togo 
report an increase in the number of children exploited in the 
commercial sex trade. Sexual exploitation of children can  
be hidden behind work as street vendors or domestics, but 
many children are also part of organized prostitution rings.37

West and Central Africa has been plagued by conflict during 
recent years, and chronic conflict continues in the Central 
African Republic, Chad and the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, while the situation remains volatile in Côte d’Ivoire, 
Guinea and Guinea-Bissau. Many children in conflict zones 
have been victims of sexual violence – 50 per cent of survi-
vors of sexual violence in the region are under 18 years old.38

In countries across West and Central Africa there are high 
levels of violence in schools, including bullying, corporal 
punishment, and sexual abuse of students by teachers, staff 
and fellow students. A UNICEF review found that violence in 
education settings leads to high rates of school dropout and 
low rates of school enrolment in this region, especially 
among girls.39 West and Central Africa has the lowest school 
enrolment ratios in the world.
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There has been little progress in the region in fulfilling 
children’s right to birth registration. In many countries 
surveyed, registration levels are stagnant, while in four 
– Benin, Cameroon, the Central African Republic and Côte 
d’Ivoire – there has been a significant decline since 2000. Of 
all the countries with trend data available, only the Gambia 
has shown a substantial increase in birth registration rates.

At 43 per cent, the prevalence of child marriage in West and  
Central Africa is second only to that of South Asia. Among 
countries with available data, the four reporting the highest 
rate of child marriage – Niger (75 per cent), Chad (72 per cent), 
Mali (71 per cent) and Guinea (63 per cent) – also have the 
highest fertility rates, and at least 44 per cent of women 
20–24 years old had given birth before age 18. 

FGM/C remains a common practice in many countries of  
the region; more than 90 per cent of women have been cut 
in Guinea and Sierra Leone. Nonetheless, in most countries 
younger women are less likely than older women to be cut. 
By February 2009, 11 countries had passed laws criminal-
izing FGM/C, although only in Burkina Faso, Ghana, Senegal 
and Sierra Leone had such laws resulted in arrests 
or prosecutions.40

The number of children without parental care in the region 
has increased during recent years, from 19.6 million in  
2001 to 22.7 million in 2007.41

Birth registration levels have increased in the Gambia 
Percentage of children under 5 years old who are registered, in West and Central African countries where comparable trend  
data are available
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Source: MICS and DHS, 2000–2007.
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In almost all countries of West and Central Africa, the practice of FGM/C is declining
Percentage of women 45–49 years old and of girls and women 15–19 years old who have been cut
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EASTERN AND 
SOUTHERN AFRICA

Eastern and Southern Africa has 

increasing numbers of children 

without parental care, many of 

whom have lost one or both 

parents to AIDS. Child marriage, 

child labour and gender-based 

violence affect large numbers of 

children in the region, as does 

female genital mutilation/cutting 

(FGM/C) in some countries,  

although the prevalence of this 

practice is slowly declining.

The estimated number of children under 18 years old who 
have lost one or both parents due to all causes increased 
in Eastern and Southern Africa from 21.1 million in 2001 to 
24.9 million in 2007, and 8.7 million children have lost one 
or both parents to AIDS in this region.42 In four Southern 
African countries – Lesotho, South Africa, Swaziland and 
Zimbabwe – more than a quarter of children under  
15 years old are living without a parent, and in Namibia  
the proportion has reached more than one third.43

In sub-Saharan Africa, the tradition of informal fostering of 
children through kinship care has become an essential 
coping mechanism in the face of increased adult mortality 
due to AIDS and other causes. Families and communities  
are being stretched to the limit, however, and orphanages 
and children’s homes are spreading at an alarming rate. 
Keeping children in families is being promoted through 
national social protection strategies that target poverty 
alongside the many other effects of HIV and AIDS. Of the 
22 countries in the region, 16 have made progress in 
developing a national plan of action to address the needs of 
children without parental care, and these plans target all 
orphans and vulnerable children including those affected  
by AIDS.44 

The number of orphans increased in Eastern  
and Southern Africa, as well as in West and  
Central Africa, between 2001 and 2007
Estimated number of children under 18 years old who have  
lost one or both parents due to all causes, in millions
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Eastern and Southern Africa has the lowest 
proportion of registered children and the  
widest range of birth registration levels 
Percentage of children under 5 years old who  
are registered 

Note: Data for Kenya, South Africa and the United Republic of Tanzania differ from the 
standard definition.

Source: MICS, DHS and vital registration data, 2000–2007.
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Birth registration is particularly important for vulnerable 
children, including those affected by AIDS. Children without 
parental care, for example, may well need to verify their 
property rights in order to sustain a livelihood. Yet Eastern 
and Southern Africa has the lowest level of birth registration 
in the world, at 32 per cent. It also has the widest variation 
between countries in birth registration levels, ranging from 
just 3 per cent in Somalia to 83 per cent in the Comoros. 

Child marriage is high in this region, with an estimated  
36 per cent of women 20–24 years old married or in union 
before age 18, that is, 6.5 million women in this age group. 
In Malawi and Mozambique, at least half of women 20–24 
years old were married or in union before age 18. A recent 
study of child marriage in two of the region’s countries, 
Kenya and Zambia, found that married girls have higher 
rates of HIV than sexually active unmarried girls.45 

A higher proportion of children 5–14 years old in Eastern and 
Southern Africa are involved in child labour than in any other   
region – 36 per cent. The regional average, however, masks a 
wide variation in national rates of child labour, ranging from 
9 per cent in Swaziland to 53 per cent in Ethiopia. 

On average, there has been some progress towards the 
abandonment of FGM/C in the region. Overall, girls and 
younger women are increasingly less likely than older women 
to have undergone any form of female genital mutilation or 
cutting, and daughters are much less likely to have been  
cut than their mothers. At the end of 2008, Eritrea, Ethiopia, 
Kenya, South Africa and the United Republic of Tanzania had 
enacted laws criminalizing FGM/C, but in none of them had 
this legislation resulted in an arrest or prosecution.46

Eastern and Southern Africa is regularly afflicted by  
emergencies, including wars and civil conflict, droughts, 
cyclones, floods and epidemics, often leaving children at 
greater risk of sexual and physical violence, exploitation  
and abuse.47

FGM/C prevalence in Eastern and  
Southern Africa has decreased
Percentage of girls and women 15–49 years old  
who have been cut, by age group 
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SOUTH ASIA

In South Asia, there are more  

child marriages than in any other 

region. The region also has the 

greatest number of unregistered 

births, with almost half the world’s 

total in 2007. Child labour, 

trafficking, and sexual exploitation 

and abuse are major problems in 

the region.

More than half of all the world’s women 20–24 years old 
who were married or in union by age 18 live in South Asia, 
and more than one in three women in the world who were 
married as children are from India. Despite its prohibition by 
law in most countries of South Asia, child marriage tends to be 
perpetuated by custom and religious practice; consequently, 
the prohibitions against it are harder to enforce. Children in 
India, Nepal and Pakistan may be betrothed or even married 
well before they are 10 years old.48 Child marriage is more 
likely to affect girls, but in India and Nepal, the rate of child 
marriage involving boys is 10 per cent or higher.

An estimated 47 per cent of the children born in 2007 who 
were not registered are South Asian. Of these 24 million 
children, 16 million are from India. Throughout the region, 
there is a disparity in birth registration levels between rural 
areas (30 per cent) and urban areas (52 per cent).

Some 13 per cent of all children in South Asia are engaged 
in child labour – around 44 million. Of these children,  
29 million live in India, where the child labour rate is  
12 per cent. Within India itself there are vast divergences 
between states in the incidence of child labour, ranging  
from 32 per cent in Gujarat to 3 per cent in Goa and Kerala, 
indicating that the regional targeting of policies aimed at 
eliminating child labour is essential. 

Half the world’s child brides live in  
South Asia; one third live in India 
Number of women 20–24 years old who were married or in 
union before age 18 (2007)

Note: Estimates are based on 96 countries representing 61% of the world population.  
The estimates were calculated using 2007 figures for the number of women  
20–24 years old and 2000–2007 figures on the prevalence of child marriage. They do  
not include China and its population because data on child marriage for China are not 
available in UNICEF databases.

Source: MICS, DHS and other national surveys, 2000–2007.
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Sexual abuse and exploitation of children are a major concern 
for all the countries of South Asia. Children are more 
vulnerable to sexual abuse and other forms of violence if 
they are subjected to discrimination, neglect and disadvan-
tage related to their caste, ethnicity, gender or economic 
status. And girls are generally at greater risk.49

Trafficking of South Asian children into exploitative  
situations such as hazardous labour, prostitution or domestic 
servitude is widespread.50 As in other regions, trafficking 
occurs both within countries, especially in Bangladesh and 
India, and from one South Asian country to another, as with 
Nepalese who end up being exploited in India, or Pakistanis 
in Afghanistan. South Asian victims of trafficking are found 

in Europe and the Middle East.51 Insufficient emphasis has          
been placed on protecting child victims of trafficking and 
ensuring that any judicial proceedings brought against  
them are child sensitive.52

The region is subject to both human-made emergencies 
deriving from insurgency and instability, and natural disasters 
in the form of floods and earthquakes, which have a grave 
impact on children. The ongoing conflict in Afghanistan has 
isolated more than 40 per cent of the country’s territory, to 
which humanitarian workers have little or no access for 
extended periods, and there are more than 150,000 internally 
displaced people. In Sri Lanka, conflict-affected districts 
display levels of acute and chronic undernutrition far higher 
than the national average, and around 250,000 children have 
had their education disrupted. In Nepal, many child protec-
tion systems have broken down, and children remain 
vulnerable to violence, abuse and exploitation.53

The Committee on the Rights of the Child has expressed  
its concern that juvenile justice systems in South Asia do  
not aim sufficiently to ensure the dignity of children and  
reintegrate them into the community.54 Juvenile justice 
systems are not distinct from those applied to adults, and 
they resort too swiftly to institutionalization.55

The 2006 UN Secretary-General’s Study on Violence against 
Children estimated that, every year, between 41 million and 
88 million children in the region witness violence at home – 
the highest regional total in the world.56

India has large regional disparities in the prevalence of child labour
Percentage of children 5–14 years old engaged in labour

Note: This map is stylized and not to scale. It does not reflect a position by UNICEF 
on the legal status of any country or territory or the delimitation of any frontiers.

Source: National Family Health Survey, 2005–2006.
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The births of 24 million children are not  
registered in South Asia; 16 million in India
Number of unregistered annual births (2007)

Source: MICS, DHS, other national surveys and vital registration data, 2000–2007.
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MIDDLE EAST AND 
NORTH AFRICA

Countries in the Middle East and 

North Africa region are displaying 

a growing awareness of such child 

protection issues as violence, 

abuse and exploitation. Female 

genital mutilation/cutting (FGM/C) 

and corporal punishment remain 

widespread, however, and children 

continue to suffer from the grave 

impact of conflict in the region.

FGM/C remains highly prevalent in some countries of  
the region, but there have been encouraging signs of 
attitude change in both countries for which trend data are 
available (Egypt and Sudan). The data suggest that, in Egypt, 
mothers of girls born more recently are less likely to state 
their intention to subject their daughters to cutting. Overall, 
however, progress is very slow, and a clear majority of girls 
still undergo FGM/C.

In Egypt, household survey data indicate that FGM/C is 
increasingly being performed by doctors, nurses or mid-
wives rather than by traditional practitioners. Although this 
shift towards ‘medicalization’ may reduce health risks for 
girls, it overlooks the human rights implications of the 
practice. The Convention on the Rights of the Child and other 
instruments promote the right to participate in cultural life, 
but they do not uphold traditional practices that violate such 
rights as bodily integrity, and principles of equality and 
non-discrimination on the basis of sex.

Egypt and Djibouti have both enacted laws criminalizing 
FGM/C, and the former has acted to prosecute some  
individuals on the basis of this legislation.57

Greater progress needs to be made in resisting the corporal 
punishment or violent disciplining of children. Three in  
four children in the Middle East and North Africa are subject 
to physical punishment. One in three children is either hit  
on the face, head or ears, or is hit hard or repeatedly. As of 
October 2008, none of the countries in the region had 
legislation prohibiting corporal punishment in the home, 
although 12 did prohibit corporal punishment in schools.58 

FGM/C prevalence levels in the Middle East  
and North Africa show little change
Percentage of girls and women 15–49 years old who  
have been cut, by age group 
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Available data on attitudes towards wife-beating also 
indicate a general acceptance of domestic violence. 
Household surveys in four countries found that an average 
of 58 per cent of girls and women 15–49 years old thought 
that a husband is justified in hitting or beating his wife  
under certain circumstances.

Levels of child labour, which average 9 per cent and range 
from 4 per cent in the Syrian Arab Republic to 13 per cent  
in the Sudan, are lower in the Middle East and North Africa 
than in any other developing region except for CEE/CIS.  
In most countries, boys are more likely to work than girls,  
although in Djibouti, the reverse is true.

The prevalence of child marriage in the Middle East and 
North Africa – 18 per cent of women 20–24 years old were 
married or in union by age 18 – is also lower than in any other 
developing region except CEE/CIS. The Sudan (34 per cent) 
and  Yemen (32 per cent) have the highest prevalence of  
child marriage.

Armed conflict continues to render meaningful child  
protection difficult in a number of locations, although  
Darfur (Sudan), Iraq and the Occupied Palestinian Territory 
have recognized the necessity of strengthening their child 
protection systems both during emergencies and in the 
reconstruction period afterwards.59 

Human Rights Watch has identified five countries known to  
have executed children under 18 years old since January 
2005, and four are in this region: Iran, Saudi Arabia, the 
Sudan and Yemen.60

Three out of four children in the  
Middle East and North Africa are  
subject to physical punishment
Percentage of children 2–14 years old who experienced  
any form of physical punishment and percentage of children  
2–14 years old who were hit on the face, head or ears,  
hit repeatedly or hit hard
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In four countries of the region, an average  
of 58 per cent of women justify wife-beating
Percentage of girls and women 15–49 years old who think  
that a husband is justified in hitting or beating his wife under 
certain circumstances, in four countries with available data 
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LATIN AMERICA 
AND THE 
CARIBBEAN

The key child protection issue in 

the region of Latin America and  

the Caribbean is violence: on the 

streets, in juvenile justice systems, 

in the home, or in the form of 

sexual abuse and exploitation. 

Child labour and birth registration 

are also priorities for the region.

A recent UNICEF study on the impact of small arms in four 
countries of this region stated that Latin America and the 
Caribbean has the highest rates of armed violence in the 
world and accounts for 42 per cent of all homicides glob-
ally.61 The study found that children are more frequently the 
victims than the perpetrators of these crimes. In Jamaica, for 
example, boys under 18 years old accounted for 60 per cent 
of victims of violence-related injury.62

This study attributes the acceptability of children handling 
firearms to a cultural tolerance of violence and a skewed 
understanding of masculinity. Many children interviewed for 
the study reported that they became involved in criminal 
activity as a result of pressure from their families to earn 
more money. For others, obtaining firearms was not about 
wealth but about social status.63

Violence in the home is also widespread. Data from six of 
the region’s countries show that an average of 83 per cent  
of children 2–14 years old experienced violent forms of 
discipline, and 60 per cent experienced physical punishment.  
By contrast, an average of only 16 per cent of mothers or 
caregivers felt that physical punishment was necessary in 
bringing up a child. Among girls and women 15–49 years old 
who were surveyed in nine countries, 16 per cent said that  
a husband is justified in hitting or beating his wife under 
certain circumstances.

Violence is also common in juvenile justice facilities. There 
have been reports of torture of children in detention as well 
as the use of children for espionage by the police. It is, in 
addition, not difficult for children inside detention facilities to 
obtain weapons.64

Over the whole region, the average incidence of child labour 
is 11 per cent. Common locations for child labour include 
quarries, coffee plantations, mines, sugar-cane fields and 
wholesale markets,65 and children, mainly girls, are engaged 
in domestic child labour. Household survey data show that 
children from poorer households are more likely to be 
engaged in child labour than children from richer house-
holds. In both Bolivia and Nicaragua, for example, children 
in the poorest quintile are six times as likely to engage in 
child labour as those in the richest quintile.
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UNODC estimates that 41 per cent of trafficked persons  
in the United States are from Latin America and the 
Caribbean. Intra-regional trafficking also takes place,  
with Bolivia, Ecuador, Guatemala and Paraguay among  
the destinations.66

Rates of birth registration in Latin America and the 
Caribbean are far higher than those in most other  
developing regions, at 89 per cent, but disparities are 
significant, and children from indigenous minorities and 
Afro-descendent families tend to have lower birth registra-
tion levels. Belize, Guyana and Suriname, for example,  
have nearly universal registration levels among the  
majority of children but lower levels among children  
of indigenous minorities. 

In six countries of Latin America and the Caribbean, an average of 83 per cent of children  
experience violent discipline
Percentage of children 2–14 years old who experienced any form of violent discipline, by type, and percentage  
of mothers and caregivers who think that children need to be physically punished, in six countries with data

	 Children who experienced any form of violent discipline

	 �Children who experienced psychological aggression

	 Children who experienced physical punishment 

	� Percentage of mothers and caregivers who think that children need 
to be physically punished

Note: These six countries cover only 3% of the population of Latin America and the Caribbean, and therefore these data are not representative of the entire region.  
Source: MICS and other household surveys, 2005–2007.
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Children of indigenous minorities are less  
likely than other children to be registered
Percentage of children under 5 years old who are  
registered, by population subgroup, in countries where  
these data are available

Note: The data for children of households speaking Garifuna in Belize are based on fewer  
than 25 unweighted cases. 

Source: MICS, 2006–2007.
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EAST ASIA AND 
THE PACIFIC

Child labour, trafficking,  

sexual exploitation and children  

in justice systems are among  

the most pressing concerns in  

the region, and many child rights 

violations are spurred by poverty  

and inequality. There has been 

significant progress in improving 

birth registration levels in  

some countries.

The average child labour rate in East Asia and the Pacific is 
10 per cent – excluding China, for which there are no data. 
As in other regions, this average hides large differences 
between individual countries, ranging from 45 per cent in 
Cambodia to only 4 per cent in Indonesia and Timor-Leste. 
Boys and girls are equally likely to work.

In most Asian countries, child domestic labour has been 
identified as part of a trend towards urbanism,67 and a 
survey of child domestic workers in Ho Chi Minh City  
(Viet Nam) noted that child domestic labour has become 
more evenly distributed among the household classes. The 
survey also found that most child domestic workers are 
undocumented, making them especially vulnerable to 
exploitation and abuse.68 Qualitative evidence from 
Cambodia and  Viet Nam indicates that trafficking of child 
domestic workers may be linked to bonded labour, as 
children work to pay off debts incurred by their parents.69

Boys and girls are equally likely to work
Percentage of children 5–14 years old  
engaged in labour, by sex 

	 Boys

	 Girls

Source: MICS, DHS and other surveys, 1999–2006.
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A seven-country assessment by UNICEF found that trafficking 
occurs in the East Asia and Pacific region mainly within the 
context of irregular migration. Children may migrate volun-
tarily but then are trafficked en route or at the destination, 
and, particularly in rural areas, children left behind after their 
parents have migrated are at risk of being trafficked. In 
addition to trafficking for purposes of labour and sexual 
exploitation, emerging reports of children trafficked for 
illegal adoption, prostitution of boys and involvement in 
armed conflict are of concern in this region.70

The 2006 UN Secretary-General’s Study on Violence against 
Children estimated that, every year, between 20 million and 
61 million children in the region witness violence at home 
– the second highest regional total in the world.71 Less than 
half the countries in the region prohibit corporal punishment 
in schools, and none prohibits it in the home.72 In some 
countries, boys are more likely than girls to experience 
corporal punishment.

Bullying and other forms of violence against children  
are only beginning to be dealt with by the countries  
of the region. In the Lao People’s Democratic Republic,  
for example, 98 per cent of girls and 100 per cent of  
boys said they had witnessed bullying at school, usually  
of children from ethnic minorities.73 

During the past decade, the number of children in conflict 
with the law has increased in nearly all countries in East Asia 
and the Pacific. These children often suffer from economic 
deprivation and social marginalization; most have com-
mitted only petty crimes or offences connected with drug 
abuse, and rates of recidivism among them are low. All of 
this underlines the importance of enhancing the quality and 
range of custodial measures for children.74

Birth registration is at a regional average level of 72 per cent 
(excluding China). Substantial increases in levels of registra-
tion of children under 5 years old have been achieved in  
the Lao People’s Democratic Republic and Viet Nam. In the 
East Asia and Pacific region, children who are unregistered 
are often from poor, marginalized or displaced families or 
live in countries with weak registration systems.75

A UNICEF report on birth registration found that the high 
levels of birth registration in Thailand (99 per cent) contrib-
uted to the tracing and reunification of victims of the 
December 2004 tsunami.76  The experience provides lessons 
for several other countries in situations of emergency and 
underscores the utility of creating child protection systems 
and networks that can both prevent and respond to cases of 
abuse, neglect and exploitation in emergencies.

Boys are more likely than girls to  
be physically punished in some  
East Asian countries
Percentage of children 2–14 years old who experience  
any form of physical punishment, by sex, in countries  
with available data
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Some countries have made important  
progress in increasing birth registration levels
Percentage of children under 5 years old who are  
registered, in countries where comparable trend data  
are available

100%

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%
Myanmar Lao People’s 

Democratic Republic
Viet Nam Mongolia

65
61

72

59

88

72

9898
	 2000

	 �2005–2006

Note: Myanmar data are for 2000 and 2003; Mongolia data are for 2000 and 2005;  
Lao People’s Democratic Republic and Viet Nam data are for 2000 and 2006.

Source: MICS, DHS, other national surveys and vital registration data, 2000–2006.



Progress for Children34

CENTRAL AND 
EASTERN EUROPE 
AND THE 
COMMONWEALTH 
OF INDEPENDENT 
STATES (CEE/CIS)

The CEE/CIS region has a strong 

tradition of state involvement in 

child protection, inherited from the 

socialist past. But there is concern 

that violence against children, 

sexual exploitation and other 

abuses remain hidden and that 

child protection systems are 

outdated and unequipped to 

address the new challenges the 

region is facing. There is cause for 

concern about the excessive 

number of children in institutional 

care, about children’s treatment by 

the justice system and about the 

trafficking of children.

The proportion of children in institutional care in CEE/CIS  
is far higher than in any other region, indicating that it 
remains one of the main coping mechanisms for many 
families in poverty. It is estimated that there are more  
than 800,000 children in institutional care in the region  
and that the rate of children in formal care today is higher 
than it was at the beginning of the transition from the  
Soviet period.77

A recent UNICEF study found that disabled children are 
particularly likely to be placed in institutions – in the  
CEE/CIS region a disabled child is almost 17 times as  
likely to be institutionalized as one who is not disabled.  
It is estimated that in Uzbekistan, 82 per cent of children 
living in institutions are disabled.78

Juvenile justice systems in the region do not yet meet 
international standards, and young offenders may face 
violence by the police, staff or other inmates while  
in custody.79

On average, the rate of children living in  
formal care in CEE/CIS is increasing
Rate of children under 18 years old in formal care,  
per 100,000 children (2000–2006)
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Attitudes towards domestic violence vary widely between 
countries of the region. Whereas only 4 per cent of women 
in Ukraine think that a husband is justified in hitting or 
beating his wife under certain circumstances, 74 per cent  
of women in Tajikistan take that view. Data for 12 CEE/CIS 
countries indicate that 40 per cent of children 2–14 years old 
experienced physical punishment, although only 13 per cent 
of mothers or caregivers considered such discipline to be 
necessary. Children are most likely to face corporal punish-
ment in Tajikistan (55 per cent) and least likely in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina (22 per cent).

The region has a lower incidence of child labour, at 6 per cent, 
than any other developing region. Such statistics, however, 
fail to reflect current debates over patterns of child labour in 
CEE/CIS – particularly around child labour during the cotton 
harvest. Girls and boys are equally likely to be involved in 
child labour and to work a similar average number of hours 
when domestic labour is included.

Poverty, domestic violence and parental alcohol addiction 
are widely reported by children who are trafficked from and 
within the region as factors that fuelled their desire to leave 
home. In a UNICEF survey, almost all children subjected to 
trafficking indicated they lacked access to the information 
and skills that might have protected them from abuse and 
prevented them from being trafficked.80

Physical punishment is widespread even  
where mothers do not approve of it 
Percentage of children 2–14 years old who experienced  
physical punishment, and percentage of mothers and  
caregivers who think that children need to be physically 
punished, in 12 countries with data 

	 	� Children 2–14 years old who experienced  
physical punishment 

	 	� Mothers and caregivers who think that children 
need to be physically punished

Note: These 12 countries cover only 28% of the population of CEE/CIS, and therefore 
these data are not representative of the entire region. 

Source: MICS and DHS, 2005–2006.
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A larger proportion of men than women 
justify wife-beating in some CEE/CIS countries
Percentage of girls and women 15–49 years old and boys  
and men 15–49 years old who think that a husband is justified  
in hitting or beating his wife under certain circumstances,  
in five countries with data

Source: DHS, MICS and other national surveys, 2001–2007.
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INDUSTRIALIZED 
COUNTRIES

Violence, child labour and 

trafficking are particular concerns 

in industrialized countries, along 

with harmful practices in 

immigrant communities.

A recent review of studies measuring child maltreatment 
found that at least 4 per cent of children in industrialized 
countries are physically abused each year, and 1 in 10 is 
neglected or psychologically abused – by their parents or 
guardians in at least 80 per cent of these cases. In many 
industrialized countries, large majorities of parents still 
consider corporal punishment of children to be acceptable.81

It is estimated that throughout the course of their childhood, 
5–10 per cent of girls and up to 5 per cent of boys suffer 
penetrative sexual abuse, and up to three times this per-
centage experience some type of sexual abuse.82 Evidence 
suggests, however, that physical and sexual abuse may be 
decreasing in some settings.

During recent years, physical and especially sexual abuse  
of children have been high-profile issues in industrialized 
countries. But the harm done by neglect and emotional 
abuse has garnered insufficient attention. Among the risk 
factors associated with parents who abuse their children  
are poverty, mental health problems, low education  
achievement, alcohol and drug misuse – as well as parents’ 
own experience of maltreatment during childhood.83

Children of migrants to industrialized countries are  
vulnerable to exploitation, particularly if their families have 
migrated illegally and therefore have no access to basic 
support services. They suffer a higher risk of being trafficked 
into sexual exploitation, forced labour or domestic servi-
tude. Not all trafficking is across borders, however – in 
Germany and the Netherlands, for example, around one 
quarter of victims have been trafficked within the country.84

Birth registration is almost universal in industrialized 
countries, but the children of immigrants or other  
marginalized groups are least likely to be registered.85

Child marriage is less common in industrialized than in 
developing countries, but at least 10 per cent of adolescents 
marry before age 18 in Britain, France and the United 
States.86 Many teenagers who become pregnant do so 
outside marriage or other types of formal union.87

FGM/C is practised in certain immigrant communities, 
although scant data are available with respect to its preva-
lence. As of February 2009, 12 industrialized countries had 
passed laws criminalizing female genital mutilation or 
cutting: Australia, Belgium, Canada, Cyprus, Denmark, Italy, 
New Zealand, Norway, Spain, Sweden, the United Kingdom 
and the United States.88
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The number of children exposed to violence, exploitation 
and abuse all over the world is profoundly disturbing.  
The sheer scale of the problem makes it clear that the 
Millennium Development Goals cannot be achieved  
unless faster and more resolute progress is made to  
protect children. 

Preventing and responding to violence, exploitation and 
abuse are essential if children’s rights as set out in the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child are to be guaranteed. 
Abusive practices against children aggravate poverty, social 
exclusion and the transmission of HIV, and create an unwel-
come legacy for succeeding generations. By contrast, where 
children are protected, their health, education and well-
being are improved as well as their ability to contribute to 
society as future parents and citizens.

This report card shows that there has been progress in some 
areas, but that it has been altogether too little and too slow. 
The multiple factors that contribute to the violation of 
children’s right to protection – including poverty and gender 
inequality, harmful traditional practices, inadequate legisla-
tion and policies, and unresponsive government services –  
are evidence that child protection cannot be pursued single 
issue by single issue but must be embraced systematically 
and holistically.

The lack of good data on many of the topics covered in this 
report card is acutely problematic, particularly for the 
purposes of mobilization and action. There is a clear need  
for standardized measurement instruments and for consis-
tent data that are disaggregated at the sub-national level and 
by gender and other socio-economic variables. And there is 
a clear need to better interpret and understand such data 
and apply them in the context of policymaking and program-
ming. But rather than starting from scratch, this effort should 
draw on the relevant resources of experience, knowledge 
and evidence of results. 

Today, there is a much greater understanding of the myriad 
factors that combine to enhance children’s protection.  
The understanding now needs to be translated into urgent  
action – because every year that passes without that action 
is another year in which children are subjected to intolerable 
violence, exploitation and abuse.

THE WAY FORWARD

Despite the greater international 

attention now being given to  

child protection, there are children 

being maltreated and harmed in 

every country of the world. They 

are labouring in hazardous 

conditions or recruited by armed 

forces and groups; they are 

suffering violent discipline in the 

home or sexual exploitation on  

the street; they are being forced  

into marriage too early or 

compelled to live without  

parental care.
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1. Commit governments to ensuring holistic protection 
for all children. Governments must provide adequate 
budgetary resources for child protection and build up 
sectors that have a role in child protection, particularly 
social welfare and justice. Services need to be responsive 
and preventive, and need to coordinate with each other. 
The protection roles of all professionals must be 
strengthened, from planning and policy right through to 
codes of conduct, training and management systems. 
Governments should also secure greater access to social 
protection for vulnerable families.

2. Pass and enforce laws that comprehensively address  
child protection concerns. The starting point must be the 
ratification by governments of international child protec-
tion standards and, beyond that, a commitment to 
meeting them. Legislative frameworks that are in line 
with international norms and standards need to be 
effectively enforced and consistently implemented. 
Accountability and the end of impunity for crimes against 
children are essential. 

3. Provide correct information from credible sources on 
viable alternatives to existing attitudes, behaviours and 
practices that violate children’s rights. Communities 
must be enabled to identify and adopt better ways to 
pursue the well-being of their children and protect them 
from violence, abuse and exploitation. In addition to 
activities at the community level, public awareness 
campaigns, including active and responsible media 
engagement, can play a role in changing attitudes, beliefs 
and practices that threaten child protection.

4. Promote open discussion of child protection issues.  
Where harmful practices are the result of social attitudes 
and norms, open discussion is essential to reach the 
coordinated, collective consensus necessary for large-
scale abandonment. All forms of violence, abuse and 
exploitation should be recognized, documented and 
reported in the media, as should positive changes in 
attitudes and behaviours, because knowledge about 
these can contribute to further positive change. 
Protection failures should be acknowledged, and an 
enabling environment should be established to allow 
young people to discuss their concerns at home, at 
school and with each other. Survivors should not be 
threatened or ostracized, and non-governmental 
organizations and media should be able to work with 
minimal interference.

5. Promote meaningful child participation and  
empowerment. Engaging children in the issues that affect 
them is critical for their empowerment as actors in their 
own protection and that of their peers. This includes child 
participation through life skills education, peer communi-
cation, and activities to prevent stigma and discrimination, 
as well as participation in legal processes and in finding 
solutions to issues that concern them. 

6. Strengthen the protective role of families and  
communities. Parents and caregivers can benefit from 
programmes that address gender stereotypes, increase  
their understanding of child development and promote 
non-violent forms of discipline. Governments can foster  
the protective environment through making social 
services available, supporting community-based child 
protection networks and dialogue, and promoting the 
elimination of all forms of violence against women 
and children.

7. Improve monitoring and oversight through better data 
collection, analysis and use. Countries need to improve 
data collection and information systems in order to 
identify vulnerable groups, inform policy and track 
progress. National data collection on child protection 
must become routine and include disaggregation by sex, 
age and other vulnerability factors. In alignment with a 
‘systems approach’ to child protection, indicators need  
to be identified to measure progress and trends on the 
capacities of child protection systems. Additional support 
for the capacity of governments, aid organizations and 
communities to collect data and apply information tools 
in child protection is essential. Research and diagnosis  
of child protection challenges, as well as systematic 
evaluation of child protection initiatives, also need to  
be strengthened.

8. Ensure a protective environment for children in  
emergencies. This involves a multi-sectoral approach 
encompassing social welfare, education, health, law 
enforcement and justice components. Parties to conflict 
must ensure that children are protected from death, 
injury, harm, arbitrary arrest and detention, recruitment 
by armed groups, gender-based violence, torture, and 
other cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment. To this 
end, conflict-affected countries must actively monitor and 
report grave child rights violations under UN Security 
Council Resolution 1612, end impunity for such violations 
and adhere to agreed-upon plans of action.

BUILDING A PROTECTIVE ENVIRONMENT : A CALL TO ACTION
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CHILD PROTECTION INDICATORS

Countries and territories

Birth registration
2000–2008*

Child 
discipline 
2005–2007*

Attitudes 
towards 
domestic 
violence 

2001–2007*

Child marriage 2000–2007*

Female genital 
mutilation/cutting                    

1997–2007* Child labour (5–14 years old)             
1999–2007*

Child 
disability                 

1999–2007*women 
(15–49 

years old)

daughters

total urban rural total total total urban rural total total total male female total

EASTERN AND SOUTHERN AFRICA
Angola 29  34  19  – –  –   –  –  – –  24   22   25   –
Botswana 58  66  52  – –  –  –  –  – –  –   –   –   –
Burundi 60  62  60  – –  18  14  18  – –  19   19   19   –
Comoros 83  87  83  – –  –  –  –  – –  27   26   28   –
Eritrea –   –   –   – –  47  31  60  89 63  –   –   –   –
Ethiopia 7  29  5  – 81  49  27  55  74 38  53   59   46   –
Kenya 48 y 64 y 44 y – 68  25  19  27  32 21  26   27   25   –
Lesotho 26  39  24  – –  23  13  26  – –  23   25   21   –
Madagascar 75  87  72  – 28  39  29  42  – –  32   36   28   –
Malawi –   –   –   – 28  50  38  53  – –  29   28   29   –
Mauritius –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Mozambique –   –   –   – –  56  41  66  – –  –   –   –   –
Namibia 67  83  59  – 35  9  6  11  – –  13 y 15 y 12 y –
Rwanda 82  79  83  – 48  13  9  14  – –  35   36   35   2 y
Seychelles –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Somalia 3  6  2  – 76 y 45  35  52  98 46  49   45   54   –
South Africa 78 y –  –  – –  6  –  –  – –  –   –   –   –
Swaziland 30  38  28  – 38  5  1  6  – –  9   9   9   –
Uganda 21  24  21  – 70  46  27  52  1 –  36   37   36   11 y
United Republic  
of Tanzania 8 y 22  4  – 60  41  23  49  15 4  36   37   34   –
Zambia 10  16  6  – 85  42  32  49  1 –  12 y 11 y 12 y –
Zimbabwe 74  83  71  – 48  34  20  44  – –  13 y 12 y 14 y –

WEST AND CENTRAL AFRICA
Benin 60  68  56  – 47  34  19  47  13 2  46   47   45   –
Burkina Faso 64  86  58  83 71  48  29  61  73 25  47 y 46 y 48 y –
Cameroon 70  86  58  92 56  36  23  57  1 1  31   31   30   33
Cape Verde –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  3 y 4 y 3 y 1 y
Central African Republic 49  72  36  88 –  61  57  64  26 7  47   44   49   48
Chad 9  36  3  – –  72  65  73  45 21  53   54   51   3 y
Congo 81 y 88 y 75 y – 76  31  24  40  – –  25   24   25   –
Côte d’Ivoire 55  79  41  90 65  35  27  43  36 9  35   36   34   –
Democratic Republic  
of the Congo 31  33  30  – 76  39  31  45  – –  32   29   34   –
Equatorial Guinea 32  43  24  – –  –   –  –  – –  28   28   28   –
Gabon 89  90  87  – –  34  30  49  – –  –   –   –   –
Gambia 55  57  54  84 74  36  24  45  78 64  25   20   29   –
Ghana 51  69  42  89 47  22  15  28  4 1  34   34   34   21
Guinea 43  78  33  – 86  63  45  75  96 57  25   26   24   –
Guinea-Bissau 39  53  33  80 52  24  14  32  45 35  39   41   37   –
Liberia 4 y 5 y 3 y – 59  38  25  49  58 –  –   –   –   –
Mali 53  75  45  – 75  71  60  77  85 69  34   35   33   –
Mauritania 56  75  42  – –  35  27  44  72 66  16 18 15 30
Niger 32  71  25  – 70  75  42  84  2 1  43   43   43   –
Nigeria 30 50 21 – 65  43  27  52  19 10  13 y –    –    –
Sao Tome and Principe 69  70  67  – 32  33  31  37  – –  8   8   7   29
Senegal 55  75  44  – 65  39  23  55  28 20  22   24   21   –
Sierra Leone 48  62  44  92 85  56  34  66  94 35  48   49   48   34
Togo 78  93  69  90 53  24  15  36  6 1  29   29   30   –

MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA
Algeria 99  99  99  86 68  2  2  2  – –  5   6   4   1 y
Bahrain –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  5   6   3   –
Djibouti 89  90  82  70 –  5  5  13  93 49  8   8   8   –
Egypt 99  99  99  92 50 y 17  9  22  96 28 y 7   8   5   8 y
Iran (Islamic Republic of) –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Iraq 95  95  96  84 59  17  16  19  – –  11   12   9   21
Jordan –   –   –   – 90 y 10  10  7  – –  –   –   –   –
Kuwait –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Lebanon –   –   –   – –  11  –  –  – –  7   8   6   –
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Morocco 85  92  80  – –  16  12  21  – –  11 y 13 y 9 y –
Occupied Palestinian 
Territory 96 y 97 y 96 y 95 –  19  –  –  – –  –   –   –   –
Oman –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Qatar –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Saudi Arabia –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Sudan 33  53  22  – –  34  24  40  89 43 y 13   14   12   –
Syrian Arab Republic 95  96  95  87 –  13  15  12  – –  4   5   3   –
Tunisia –   –   –   – –  –  –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
United Arab Emirates –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Yemen 22  38  16  94 –  32  28  35  23 20  11 y 11 y 12 y 29
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SOUTH ASIA
Afghanistan 6  12  4  – –  43  –  –  – –  30   28   33   –
Bangladesh 10  13  9  – –  64  58  69  – –  13   18   8   21
Bhutan –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  19 y 16 y 22 y –
India 41  59  35  – 54  47  29  56  – –  12   12   12   –
Maldives 73  –  –  – 70  –   –  –  – –  –   –   –   –
Nepal 35  42  34  – 23  51  41  54  – –  31 y 30 y 33 y –
Pakistan –   –   –   – –  24  –  –  – –  –   –   –   –
Sri Lanka –   –   –   – –  12 y –  –  – –  8   9   7   –

EAST ASIA AND THE PACIFIC
Brunei Darussalam –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Cambodia 66  71  66  – 55  23  18  25  – –  45 y 45 y 45 y –
China –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    2 y
Cook Islands –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea

99  99  99  – –  –   –  –  – –  –   –   –   –

Fiji –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Indonesia 55  69  43  – 25  24  15  33  – –  4 y 5 y 4 y –
Kiribati –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Lao People’s  
Democratic Republic

72  84  68  71 81  –   –  –  – –  25   24   26   10

Malaysia –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Marshall Islands –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Micronesia (Federated 
States of)

–   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –

Mongolia 98  98  99  79 20  9  7  12  – –  18   19   17   26
Myanmar 65 y 88 y 59 y – –  –   –  –  – –  –   –   –   –
Nauru –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Niue –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Palau –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Papua New Guinea –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Philippines 83  87  78  – 24  14  10  22  – –  12   13   11   –
Samoa –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Singapore –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Solomon Islands –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Thailand 99  100  99  – –  20  12  23  – –  8   8   8   15
Timor-Leste 53 y –  –  – –  –   –  –  – –  4   4   4   –
Tonga –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Tuvalu –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Vanuatu –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Viet Nam 88  94  86  93 64  10  3  13  – –  16   15   16   4 y

LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN
Antigua and Barbuda –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Argentina 91 y –  –  – –  –   –  –  – –  7 y 8 y 5 y –
Bahamas –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Barbados –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Belize 94  92  97  68 12  –   –  –  – –  40   39   42   44
Bolivia 74  76  72  – –  26  22  37  – –  22   22   22   –
Brazil 89 y –  –  – –  24 y –  –  – –  6 y 7 y 4 y –
Chile 96 y –  –  – –  –   –  –  – –  3   3   2   –
Colombia 90  97  77  – –  23  19  38  – –  5   6   4   3 y
Costa Rica –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  5   6   3   –
Cuba 100 y 100 y 100 y – –  –   –  –  – –  –   –   –   –
Dominica –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Dominican Republic 78  82  70  83 9  40  –  –  – –  10   12   7   5 y
Ecuador 85  85  85  – –  22  –  –  – –  12   12   13   –
El Salvador –   –   –   – –  27  –  –  – –  6 y 9 y 4 y –
Grenada –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Guatemala –   –   –   – –  35  –  –  – –  29   25   32   2 y
Guyana 93  96  92  74 18  20  15  22  – –  19   21   17   –
Haiti 81  87  78  – 29  30  27  33  – –  21   22   19   –
Honduras 94  95  93  – 16  39  33  46  – –  16   16   15   –
Jamaica 89  89  88  87 6  9  7  11  – –  6   7   5   24
Mexico –   –   –   – –  25 y –  –  – –  16 y 15 y 16 y –
Nicaragua 81  90  73  – 17  43  36  55  – –  15   18   11   –
Panama –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  3   5   2   –
Paraguay –   –   –   – –  18  –  –  – –  15   17   12   –
Peru 93  95  90  – –  18  13  31  – –  19   20   19   –
Saint Kitts and Nevis –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Saint Lucia –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Saint Vincent and  
the Grenadines –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Suriname 97  98  95  84 13  19  14  33  – –  –   –   –   39
Trinidad and Tobago 96  –  –  75 8  8  –  –  – –  1   1   1   –
Uruguay –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  8 y 8 y 8 y –
Venezuela  
(Bolivarian Republic of) 92  –  –  – –  –   –  –  – –  8   9   6   –
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CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE AND THE COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT STATES (CEE/CIS)
Albania 98  97  98  49 30  8  7  8  – –  12   14   9   16
Armenia 96  97  95  – 22  10  7  16  – –  4 y –    –    12 y
Azerbaijan 94  96  92  75 49  12  –  –  – –  7 y 8 y 5 y –
Belarus –   –   –   83 –  7  6  10  – –  5   6   4   –
Bosnia and Herzegovina 100  99  100  36 5  6  2  7  – –  5   7   4   10
Bulgaria –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Croatia –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Georgia 92  97  87  66 7  17  12  23  – –  18   20   17   30
Kazakhstan 99  99  99  52 10  7  6  9  – –  2   2   2   –
Kyrgyzstan 94  96  93  51 38  10  7  14  – –  4   4   3   –
Montenegro 98  98  99  61 11  5  5  5  – –  10   12   8   14
Republic of Moldova 98  98  98  – 21  19  16  22  – –  32   32   33   –
Romania –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  1   1   1   –
Russian Federation –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Serbia 99  99  99  73 6  6  4  8  – –  4   5   4   14
Tajikistan 88  85  90  74 74 y 13  13  13  – –  10   9   11   –
The former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia 94  95  93  69 21  4  3  4  – –  6   7   5   21
Turkey 84  87  79  – 39  18  17  22  – –  5   4   6   –
Turkmenistan 96  96  95  – 38 y 7  9  6  – –  –   –   –   –
Ukraine 100  100  100  70 4  10  –  –  – –  7   8   7   –
Uzbekistan 100  100  100  – 70  7  9  7  – –  –   –   –   3

INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRIES
Andorra –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Australia –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Austria –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Belgium –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Canada –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Cyprus –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Czech Republic –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Denmark –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Estonia –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Finland –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
France –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Germany –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Greece –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Holy See –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Hungary –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Iceland –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Ireland –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Israel –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Italy –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Japan –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Latvia –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Liechtenstein –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Lithuania –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Luxembourg –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Malta –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Monaco –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Netherlands –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
New Zealand –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Norway –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Poland –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Portugal –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  3 y 4 y 3 y –
Republic of Korea –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
San Marino –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Slovakia –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Slovenia –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Spain –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Sweden –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
Switzerland –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
United Kingdom –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –
United States –   –   –   – –  –   –  –  – –  –    –    –    –

CHILD PROTECTION INDICATORS

Countries and territories

Birth registration
2000–2008*

Child 
discipline 
2005–2007*

Attitudes 
towards 
domestic 
violence 

2001–2007*

Child marriage 2000–2007*

Female genital 
mutilation/cutting                    

1997–2007* Child labour (5–14 years old)             
1999–2007*

Child 
disability                 

1999–2007*women 
(15–49 

years old)

daughters

total urban rural total total total urban rural total total total male female total



45A Report Card on Child Protection

SUMMARY INDICATORS
Africaa 42  58  33  – 64 35  22  45  45 22  30 n 31 n 29 n –
Sub-Saharan Africas 36  52  28  – 65 39  27  49  34 19  34 n 35 n 33 n –

Eastern and  
Southern Africa 32  41  24  – 65 36  26  46  43 28  36   38   33   –
West and Central Africa 39  56  32  – 66 43  28  53  28 14  35 n 34 n 35 n –

Middle East and  
North Africa 75  86  67  89 – 18  12  23  – –  9   10   8   –
Asia 45 ** 62 ** 38 ** – 48 ** 40 ** 25 ** 51 ** – –  12 ** 13 ** 12 ** –

South Asia 36  52  30  – 54 46  33  58  – –  13   13   12   –
East Asia and the Pacific 72 ** 81 ** 67 ** – 35 ** 19 ** 12 ** 25 ** – –  10 ** 11 ** 10 ** 3

Latin America and  
the Caribbean 89  –  –  – – 25  –  –  – –  11   11   10   –
CEE/CIS 92  93  92  – 32 12  –  –  – –  6   6   6   –
Industrialized countries –  –  –  – – –  –  –  – –  –   –   –   –
Developing countries 50 ** 65 ** 39 ** – 52 ** 35 ** 23 ** 47 ** – –  16 ** 17 ** 16 ** –
Least developed 
countries 29  42  25  – 64 48  36  54  – –  30   31   28   –
World – – – – – – – – – –  – – – –

NOTES
a  Africa includes sub-Saharan Africa, Algeria, Egypt, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Morocco and Tunisia.
s  Sub-Saharan Africa includes Djibouti and Sudan. 
–  Data not available.
y  Data refer to years or periods other than those specified in the column heading, differ from the standard definition or refer to only part of a country. Such data are included in the 
calculation of regional and global averages.
n  Excludes Nigeria.
*  Data refer to the most recent year available during the period specified in the column heading.
**  Excludes China.

DEFINITIONS OF THE INDICATORS
Birth registration – Percentage of children less than 5 years old who were registered at the moment of the survey. The numerator of this indicator includes children whose birth 
certificate was seen by the interviewer or whose mother or caretaker says the birth has been registered.
Child discipline – Percentage of children 2–14 years old who experience any psychological or physical punishment.
Attitudes towards domestic violence – Percentage of women 15–49 years old who consider a husband to be justified in hitting or beating his wife for at least one of the 
specified reasons. Women were asked whether a husband is justified in hitting or beating his wife under a series of circumstances, i.e., if his wife burns the food, argues with him, 
goes out without telling him, neglects the children or refuses sexual relations.
Child marriage – Percentage of women 20–24 years old who were married or in union before they were 18 years old.
Female genital mutilation/cutting: women – Percentage of women 15–49 years old who have been mutilated/cut.
Female genital mutilation/cutting: daughters – Percentage of women 15–49 years old with at least one mutilated/cut daughter.
Child labour – Percentage of children 5–14 years old involved in child labour at the moment of the survey. A child is considered to be involved in child labour under the following 
conditions: children 5–11 years old who, during the week preceding the survey, did at least one hour of economic activity or at least 28 hours of household chores, or children 
12–14 years old who, during the week preceding the survey, did at least 14 hours of economic activity or at least 28 hours of household chores.
Child disability – Percentage of children 2–9 years old who screen positive to at least one of the questions on disability. 

MAIN DATA SOURCES
Birth registration – MICS, DHS, other national surveys and vital registration data.
Child discipline – MICS, DHS and other national surveys. 
Attitudes towards domestic violence – MICS, DHS and other national surveys.
Child marriage – MICS, DHS and other national surveys.
Female genital mutilation/cutting – MICS, DHS and other national surveys.
Child labour – MICS, DHS and other national surveys.
Child disability – MICS, DHS and other national surveys.

NOTE ON THE CHILD DISABILITY DATA
In the case of countries participating in the latest round of MICS (2005–2006), a change in the methodology used to calculate the estimates was introduced after June 2008. In 
the 2008 edition of The State of the World’s Children, as well as in MICS country reports and other UNICEF publications before June 2008, the estimates were based on 9 of the 
10 MICS questions on disability. In the 2009 edition of The State of the World’s Children and subsequently, the estimates are based on all 10 questions. The numbers in this table 
reflect these new estimates.

CHANGES IN REGIONAL CLASSIFICATIONS
Beginning with this issue of Progress for Children, UNICEF reports on two additional regions: Africa and Asia. Africa includes all countries in the Eastern and Southern Africa 
region, all countries in the West and Central Africa region, and the following countries in the Middle East and North Africa region: Algeria, Djibouti, Egypt, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, 
Morocco, Sudan and Tunisia. Asia includes all countries in the South Asia region and all countries in the East Asia and Pacific region. 

In addition, the number of countries in the sub-Saharan Africa region has changed. Sub-Saharan Africa now includes Djibouti and Sudan. Due to the changes noted above, regional 
estimates for sub-Saharan Africa published in previous issues of Progress for Children may not be comparable with those published in this issue. 

All other regions remain unchanged.
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