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“If you gave a man a fish, you feed him for a day. If you teach a man to fish, you feed him for a lifetime.” The inspiration
for my painting is closely related to this phrase. To me, education is a gift of a lifetime one can be given. By giving a
child an answer to a question, he will only know the answer to that question. With education, the child is able to think for
himself and he will have answers for everything in his life.”

-Datin Seri Tiara Jacquelina-

“It is often believed that one can read a person'’s life simply by looking at their face. The four faces in my painting
represent portraits of two young girls and their subsequent transformations in adults. However, their destinies are
completely different as one chooses the path to education whilst the other, the path of self destruction.”

- Datuk Bridget Lai-

“The three layers of my painting represent the three strata’s which makes up our Environment and Earth as we know it;
Water, Earth and Sky. The girl on the canoe is representative of our life journey as humans in seeking knowledge, with
a book enforcing the importance of education which is the most natural and beautiful gift one can be given.”

- Ms Ruth Yeoh-
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“The culture of writing and reading are the same in all languages. From a child’s eyes, the world is
colourful, beautiful and an extraordinary place as they discover alphabets and being able to write and spell.
In those dreams they are hopeful of fulfilling their hopes in living in a world full of peace and harmony. My
painting reflects the happiness of my childhood and through the play of colours, | hope that it brings
happiness and joy to the children of our country.”

- Datin Natasha Hudson-

“Based on the concept of scrapbooking, the inspiration for my art piece is centred on the stages of a child’s
development. It represents a child growing up, who enters into the world of education, hence the words
‘Adorable’,” Miracle’, ‘School’, ‘Believe in Yourself’, ‘Dream Big’, and ‘1 Malaysia’. The smaller canvases are
a result of a mother and child’s combined efforts in helping children.”

- Datin Hafizah Zakaria-



