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Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
 
There is so much bad news reported every day, it’s easy to switch off and not see the people behind the 
news. So I’m going to tell you a true story about a real family and I hope it will give you a better 
understanding of just how important it is for all of us to get involved and play our part to end hunger. 
 

· It takes place in Mauritania, in a place called Brakno. Harvests have been bad for three years 
due to droughts, floods and insects. Mini Ahmed Mamhoud is a young mother of three 
children, ages six, four and two. Just before she gave birth to her first child, Mini Mamhoud 
and her husband decided to leave their traditional nomadic life. They fixed their tent in 
Bouhdida, a small town in the Brakna region, about 250 km east of the capital. The family lives 
in extreme poverty. They survive on food from their little farm and one goat that gives them 
milk. Because of the bad harvests, they have been obliged to borrow food from a local 
shopkeeper. Last year they repaid part of the debt from their meager harvest. This year they 
have to borrow again. Poverty, food insecurity, malnutrition, is a vicious cycle that endangers 
the lives of her family. 

 
· In Mauritania, one child out of three faces chronic malnutrition. UNICEF and World Food 

Program are working to distribute food and support feeding centres where malnourished 
children are fed twice a day with a locally prepared mix of corn, sugar, oil and milk.  

 
In the year 2000, leaders of every country in the world met at the United Nations in New York to agree to 
smart targets to improve the lives of the world’s poorest people. Leaders called these smart targets, the 
Millennium Development Goals. There are 8 goals. One of them is to reduce child under-nutrition, by half, 
by the year 2015. The goal could not be more important: - a world in which children live free from poverty 
and hunger. Reducing hunger and under-nutrition is attainable if we learn the lessons of the past. 
 
Every year it is estimated that under-nutrition contributes to the deaths of about 5.6 million children under 
the age of five. One out of every four children under five – or 146 million children in the developing world – 
is underweight for his or her age, and at increased risk of an early death. 
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We can make swift advances in a short time. The world has seen great progress with smallpox eradication, 
polio eradication, and the use of a simple water, salt and sugar mixture, oral rehydration salts, to prevent 
deaths from diarrhea. 
 
We make great progress in technology, mobile phones, videos, high speed internet, space travel and 
extraordinarily sophisticated weapons. It is surely possible to bring the same energy ad commitment to 
ending hunger. 
 
Your walk today is to raise funds for the World Food Program. I couldn’t be more proud of your passion. 
WFP is a UN organization I admire very much. UNCEF works very closely with WFP. Here are just some 
recent examples: 
 

· Every time there’s an emergency, man made or natural, under-nutrition, and hunger runs 
rampant and children are especially vulnerable. UNICEF works closely with WFP in many 
emergency spots world wide to provide therapeutic and supplementary feeding for infants and 
young children. 

 
· Together, in response to the Niger food crisis in 2005, UNICEF and WFP, set up one of these 

therapeutic feeding centres and admitted 325,000 children for emergency food programs. 
Recovery rates were 90%. 

 
· Despite a good harvest in early 2006, many families in Niger had to sell their grain (rather than 

eat it themselves) to pay back debts from 2005 when locust plagues and devastating drought 
plunged Niger into crisis. Many are now forced to eat only berries and insects. Thousands of 
children may soon die unless help arrives quickly. UNICEF and WFP need money to distribute 
tons of nutritious UNIMIX porridge, therapeutic milk and plumpy’nut, a vitamin rich peanut 
paste. 

 
· Food shortage in the Horn of Africa has always been a way of life. But  right now, today, in the 

Horn of Africa (Somalia, Ethiopia, and Kenya), WFP and UNICEF are working quickly to stop 
an estimated 40,000 child deaths from hunger.  Children are facing a slow death by starvation. 
Recent rains have not helped the two year drought. The drought has killed more than half the 
livestock. Rain doesn’t bring that back. Rainfall can often worsen the crisis as it brings malaria 
and other diseases and washes away young crops and pollutes water sources.  

 
 
UNICEF and WFP don’t just work for children in emergencies. We also work with families and communities 
in many parts of the developing world: 

· to give them information they need to improve their nutrition and health;  

· we work with governments in poor countries to improve health and water and sanitation 
systems; 

· we work together to ensure a safe supply of sustainable food, to improve crops and farming 
methods; and 

· help to secure access to markets for their surplus. 
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In Malaysia, we are lucky. In fact, Malaysia has achieved the fastest rate of improvement in child nutrition 
in the East Asia and Pacific region, over the last 20 years. On child nutrition, your country compares with 
the richest countries in the world. 
 
And that’s why it is very heart warming to see young Malaysians now ready to support other countries in 
their efforts to end hunger and under-nutrition.  
 
The new “Ending Child Hunger and Under-Nutrition Initiative “ led by the World Food Program and 
UNICEF will bring together a range of partners to build momentum in the next 10 years before 2015, 
before the deadline of the Millennium Development Goal, to reduce under-nutrition in children by half. 
 
The time to act is NOW. The world is certainly capable of getting on track to meet the Goals for 
children. There can be no more excuses.  
 
As young people, you have a role to play to create a world where children and adults will have a healthy 
life, in harmony with nature. Your generation is a global generation and that places you in a unique position 
to take on this challenge. You travel more. You share a world culture of music. The communication 
revolution has linked you to your brothers and sisters around the world in ways previous generations could 
not have dreamed of.  
 
Use all your idealism and exuberance to bring a new world order, one which will ensure that no child will go 
to bed hungry.  It all has to start with the first step.  
 
Best of luck and thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 


