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Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
 
It is my pleasure to welcome you to this afternoon’s Luncheon on “The Ugly Side of Globalisation - The 
Billion Dollar Business of Child Trafficking”, held in conjunction with World Day for Prevention of Child 
Abuse 2005. 
 
I would like to thank Her Excellency Toh Puan Datuk Dr. Aishah Ong from the Association of Minister’s 
Wives for kindly attending this event as our Guest of Honour.  
 
At the same time, I would like to take this opportunity to thank Professor Jaap Doek for kindly traveling so 
many miles to share with us his insights on the issues relating to violence against children, particularly with 
regard to trafficking and exploitation. Professor Jaap is an eminent expert on child rights issues. He is the 
Chairman of the United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child and is also overseeing the United 
Nations Study on Violence Against Children which will be ready in 2006. 
 
I would also like to thank the Le Meridien Hotel for kindly co-sponsoring this event with UNICEF. It was 
exactly one year ago when the Le Meridien stepped forward in support of UNICEF when we hosted our 
Launch of the Progress for Children Report in conjunction with Universal Children’s Day 2004. It is 
heartening to know that we can continue to rely on the goodwill of the hotel for all that we do for children. 
 
Our thanks also go to Ms. Norina Yahya who very graciously accepted our invitation to moderate the 
session later this afternoon.  As I understand, Norina was a popular face of the TV2 programme Global 
several years back and I am delighted and grateful to have her support and experience with us today. 
 
Most importantly, I would like to thank the members of the media for being here this afternoon. I appreciate 
the effort that all of you have made as I know that as editors, producers and senior members of the media, it 
is indeed difficult to take time off from your busy schedules to ensure we, the public, receive news that is 
both timely and accurate.  Thank you for recognizing the seriousness of the issue and being here with us 
this afternoon. 
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
Human trafficking is arguably one of the least talked about and most hidden forms of violence in society 
today. In contrast to the overt violence displayed in war, human trafficking is usually unnoticed.  
 
It is imperceptible, ongoing, and one which tends to occur within spheres of intimacy, remaining hidden and 
hence difficult to address.  
 
The exploitative nature of trafficking takes many forms. The sex industry quickly comes to mind, but the 
trafficking-industry involves a range of other forms of manipulative labour, where children and women are 
forced to toil on plantations, in factories, mines, restaurants and households with little if not any payment 
and very likely no benefits at all. Sometimes they are abused and made to work as beggars, robbers, or 
drug couriers and even to join civil war armies where they are taught to shoot and kill.  
 
According to some estimates, more than 30 million women and children in South East Asia have already 
been victimised, manipulated, bartered, exploited and raped for what is considered to be one of the most 
profitable businesses in the world today. Trafficking has become so lucrative, that it is able to amass profits 
in the billions of dollars, similar to the trade in illegal drugs and arms.   
 
Responding to this threat effectively will require a multi sector partnership that includes Governments, Civil 
Society as well the Media. The media’s role in reducing the threat of trafficking and exploitation of children 
cannot be emphasized enough. Many families and children are dependent on the media – not only for news 
and entertainment, but also for education of social issues. The media here has a critical role to play in 
informing and educating the public so that they are not coerced and trapped in the abusive web of 
trafficking. Media reporting of trafficking issues can also encourage and pressurise others, including 
governments and civil society, to respond to the problem of trafficking.  And, the media can also be a 
positive or negative factor in terms of attitudes to survivors of child trafficking if they are rescued and try to 
return to their communities and former lives. 
 
I am grateful to have Professor Jaap Doek with us today. He will speak to us about this issue in greater 
detail and will help us explore how UNICEF and the media can work in partnership to address the problem 
and enhance the protective environment for children. 
 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
Before I conclude, please allow me to once again express my deepest gratitude to Her Excellency Toh 
Puan Datuk Dr. Aishah Ong.  
 
And finally, our sincere appreciation to the media for your support of this luncheon. The media has truly 
helped UNICEF in our mission to make Malaysia and the world a place fit for children. It is a partnership that 
UNICEF treasures and one which is of critical importance if we are to ensure that all children survive and 
thrive to adulthood. Thank you for your support. 
 
Before we begin for lunch, we would like to screen a short video about trafficking. I hope that this will help 
set the tone for this afternoon’s agenda. While the challenge of human trafficking seems enormous, I hope 
that events such as this will help as a catalyst for more to be done and achieved. To not hope and work for 
as much, would be a tragic wrong on all of our parts.  
 
Thank you.  


