
 

MALAWI BASIC INDICATORS  

Demography 
• Population    13.2 million1 
• Population under 18  6.8 million 
• Children in bottom quintile2      1,155,858 
• Life Expectancy at Birth  48 Yrs 
• Infant Mortality Rate  65 
• Under 5 Mortality Rate  100/1,000 
• Maternal Mortality Ratio  510/100,000 
• GNI Per Capita (US $)   - 2503 
• Population below poverty2 40%  

 Primary Education and WATSAN 
• Net enrollment rate                    91% 
• Eligible children  not attending school  10% 
• Completion rate for primary education 35% 
• Shortage of 30,000 classrooms 
• Teacher : pupil ratio4                 1:88 
• Safe drinking water   75% 
• Basic Sanitation    94% 
• Good hygiene practices               37% 

Protection 
• Total No. of Orphans           857,300 
• Birth registration (voluntary)   10%  
• Child Labour (5-14)     26% 
• Early marriages – girls (15-19)   33% 
• Domestic violence    28% of 

women 
• Experience of some form of child abuse  

during their lifetime: 
For girls                                  65% 
For boys                                 35% 

• Harmful traditional cultural practices     high 
 

Health, HIV and Nutrition 
• Fully Vaccinated (12-23 m)   71% 
• Use of ORT for Diarrhea    55% 
• <5’s slept under a mosquito net 60% 
• Baby delivered by Health Prof.   53.6%
• Contraceptive Prevalence  41.7%
• HIV Prevalence Rate (15-49)  12% 
• No. of persons living with HIV        930,000 
• Children < 15 who are HIV+          89,000 
• Deaths due to AIDS/Year          85,000
• No. in need of ART         170,000 
• Sex before the age of 15  
  Males     16% 
 Females    14% 
• Low Birth Weight    14% 
• Stunting     46% 
• Wasting       4% 
• Underweight             21% 
• Excl. Breast Feeding (< 6 m)        57% 
• Vitamin A Supplementation   69% 
• HHs consuming iodized salt       50% 

 

                                                      
1 Source: Malawi HRH Census Report 2008 
2 Welfare Monitoring Survey 2009 
3 Malawi’s GNI per capita of $2503 is one of the lowest in the world and one of the five lowest in all of Africa, World Bank 2007. 
4 Malawi Education Country Status Report, 2008 
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