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	Programming for orphans and other vulnerable children from a rights perspective is based on guiding human rights principles and the foundation principles of the Convention on the Rights of the Child

	Guiding human rights principles

	Accountability
	· Children are holders of rights and have special rights because of their developmental and vulnerable state.

· Children are active agents in their own lives and within their societies, with a right to be heard and with responsibilities to society, not just beneficiaries of rights.

· States accept obligations and are accountable to respect, protect and fulfil the rights of children.

· Families are the primary caregivers and the protectors of children’s rights.

· Governments, civil society, communities, families, parents and caregivers all have obligations to children.

	Universality
	· Each and every child has equal and inalienable rights, all the time, no matter where he or she lives.

	Indivisibility
	· All rights are equally important and are mutually reinforcing.

	Foundation Principles of the Convention on the Rights of the Child



	Best Interests of the Child
	· The child’s interests have equal status with the interests of parents, families, communities, and the state. The best interests of the child should always be a primary consideration in actions that concern children.

	Non-discrimination
	· All children have the same right to develop to their potential: regardless of race, colour, gender, caste, language, opinion, origin, disability, birth, family status or any other characteristic.

	Right to Survival and Development
	· Survival and development are understood as the pre-conditions of all other rights

· The right to survival and development

       includes the ability of children to benefit

       from governmental policies and actions

       which will help them progress into

       adulthood.

· Actions must be taken to provide special protection to the most vulnerable or most in need. 

	Respect for the Views and Participation of the Child
	· The views of the child are to be heard, respected and taken into account 

· Children have the right to participate in decision-making processes that affect them


