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Mr. Speaker, Members of the Executive Council, Honourable Leadee dpposition,
Members of this Honourable House, Ladies and Gentlemen, Boys and Girls.

Greetings and Introduction

Mr. Speaker, | am very humbled by the trust the people of the Turk€ands Islands

in general, and the people of Bottle Creek, in particular, have dpliacene and my
administration. For this, we say thanks! We accept the manteadéiship of the affairs

of this country with a sense of purpose. We dedicate and commit osrseludfilling

the pledges we made in our Manifesto in order to ‘purks and Caicos Islanders
First” We have already begun to work for you, the people, and will do so continuously

to earn the trust and confidence you have placed in us!

The Deputy Chief Minister and Minister of Finance and Nationalrbrsce in his first
‘Budget Address’ informed us of the financial context in which #daisinistration has to
implement its mandate for change. Change — which is demanded fogthand women,
boys and girls of this country, as we move forward togethecheeae our dreams of a
better Turks and Caicos for this and future generations. We haveabsgired by his
address that a firm plan will be put in place to ensure the funduhgngplementation of

our development Agenda.

Mr. Speaker, ‘The Speech from the Throne’ highlighted some of the keyegoand
programmes my administration will pursue in its first ternoffice to implement our

development agenda and pudturks and Caicos Islanders First. Therefore in this



address, | will provide additional information concerning our legisgaigenda and
several of the programmes mentioned in the Speech from the Tpronale details of

our programmes for business development and improved development planning; and
discuss some of our other policies and programmes, especially thaisevill be
advanced by the departments that fall within the Ministry of [R@weent, Tourism,

Natural Resources and District Administration.

Good Governance

Mr. Speaker, notwithstanding the main focus of my address, | woulddikegin by

restating our commitment to ensuring that the Turks and Caitasd$s remains a
representative democracy that is of the people, by the peoplerath@ fpeople. This is
why my administration is committed to changes in the way tfaérafof the people are
conducted. We want to have a very active legislative session, dritievéfore prepare
an annual calendar for the legislature. This will present a@veaficormation concerning
legislation we will be advancing on behalf of our people.

Consistent with these proposed changes, my administration hasrassagg legislative
agenda. Mr. Speaker, in line with the pledges we made in oufédamto put Turks
and Caicos Islanders First some of the legislation we plan to amend or enact during
our first term in office are as follows:
1. National Health Insurance legislation
Integrity in Public Office legislation
National Bank legislation
Hotel Cooperation legislation
Family Law legislation
Employment Ordinance
Business Licensing Ordinance

Real Estate legislation
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Establishment of Infrastructure Development Fund, under the Financ&ualitd
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10.Public Transport Authority legislation
11. Distribution of Service Charge Regulation
12. Telecommunications Ordinance

13. Civil Aviation Authority legislation

Mr. Speaker, it goes without saying, | hereby restate our ¢onemt to passing anti-
corruption legislation, which was not passed during the last eightdgsaite a pressing
need for it. My administration will also work to strengthen angrowe the effectiveness
of the offices of the Ombudsman and the Complaints Commissioner. al&y reiterate
our commitment to a process of Constitutional advancement forstheds? In the
medium to long run, in keeping with the growing financial strengtthe$e Islands and
the needs and aspiration of our people, my administration will negottah Her

Majesty’s Government to achieve our goal of full internal self-government.

District Administration

Mr. Speaker, we as a government make no apology for our confidetive Turks and
Caicos Islands’ people, and for our unshakeable belief that if Bumdk<Caicos Islanders
are to mould their destiny and take control of this country, th@hernment must not
only talk the talk, but also walk the walk — the government must hednfmwer the
people not only by its words, but more fundamentally, by its deeds.sThisy one of
my first actions on assuming office was to take responsifbditpistrict Administration.
| view this as a significant development because we want theepebptese Islands to
have direct access to their government; to have a voice in deitegnaind shaping the
policies and programmes that affect their reality; and touet@l and hold this

administration accountable to them.

Consistent with my assumption of responsibility for District Adistration, we will
review themodus operandiof the offices of the District Commissioner with a view to
implementing operational reforms to turn them intawe development agencies, as

opposed to just an extension of the government bureaucracy. Assidpsbward local



government, my administration will reintroduce District Boardsatd in an advisory
capacity to the District Commissioners. In the medium termyilleengage the services
of consultants to advise on the future structure of a sustainable dogarnment

machinery for these Islands.

As a demonstration of this change, we have included within this Badgen in excess
of $1 million for community projects, which will be planned and impleteé at the
district level. This is a first step! We also plan to workiwvthe communities to empower
them and build their capacity to implement bigger projects inuhed. My colleagues
and | look forward to the opportunities and satisfaction that vwedult from the

successful implementation of these community projects.

Elaboration of Policy Agenda

Business Development

Mr. Speaker, Members of this Honourable House, | will now turn to ttelsi®ef my

address.

Greater business opportunities is an essential element of ouproocgle of putting
‘Turks and Caicos Islanders First’ This is why the new administration supports
business and is totally committed to the development of our econoergdiyng greater
opportunities for business. An environment where commerce is vibrant and flourishing is
a necessary precondition for our country to continue to improve the stasfdavzing of

our citizens and those who live amongst us. It is through business oppesttméi we

can bridge the gap between the rich and poor, the haves and the have-nots.

To achieve our objectives, we will put in place clear, fair amd folicies to facilitate
and encourage business development. Businesses will have nothing toofeahit
government. To this end, | recently informed the Providenciales Chashi@mmerce

of our plans to review a number of policies and legislations which affect businesses.



For the benefit of all, | would like to recap these initiativesiolw will affect such
important areas as:

1. Business licenses
2. Immigration, and
3. Labour

In the area of business licenses, we propose to establish a Buantekiquor Licenses
Authority. We believe that an authority with statutory powers anar gelicies will be
better able to carry out government’'s agenda and secure legiboswess opportunities
for Turks and Caicos Islanders in the future. To reduce unfair etiop, illegal
fronting and selling off of valuable national assets, as a diegp, we propose three
categories of businesses to be defined by the type and level of capitalizdttioves:

Category 1 — Belonger Only
Category 2 — Belonger/Expatriate Joint Venture
Category 3 — Open

Our strategy to empower and promote Turk and Caicos Islander ownedskaside not
end with the creation of three business categories. It goesrfutthitical to our efforts,
will be business development policies to spread opportunities amongst shaour

citizens, as opposed to the few, as was the case during the last eight years

Mr. Speaker, as part of our strategy, before the end of thisTy@mvest will have a
permanent office on the Island of Providenciales, and further, the Agendf/\sistaisit
the other Family Islands frequently. TCInvest's Small Busiksswill be strengthened
and we urge Belongers to take every advantage of the sermdexlgice they provide.
Additionally, the scope of the Small Enterprise Development projéidbe expanded to
include a review of conditions that affect small business developmwitht a view to
making recommendations to government concerning new policies, rewisimgnt
legislation and the introduction of new ones, where necessary, tooterosmall

entrepreneurial endeavour.

Consistent with our strategy, | wish to refer to page 9 of ¢eotien Manifesto and

reaffirm our commitment tétransform the lending arm of TCinvest into a full fledged



National Bank” Accordingly, we will consider closely the recommendations made
regarding the future of this TCInvest, and refine them to rteflecbusiness development
strategy. Since the task of taking leadership decisions to empowg@eople cannot be
delayed, | assure you that our efforts in this area will be carried ouinnelg manner. In

the interim, we are placing TClinvest on a new footing, chargitg fiarther reduce its
interest rates on loans, respond quickly to customers requests aessagdy market its
services so that our people could take advantage of the credit opportwhitbsmay be
available.

In our drive to empower Turks and Caicos Islanders, we will dgteecourage and
facilitate, where possible, joint venture business arrangemenisdyeforeign investors
and local businesses. To ensure effective participation of Turks @odsdslanders in
such commercial activity, thus limiting horror stories of thet,pag shall provide
additional capital through setting up of a mutual fund. We will also endedo ensure
that Islanders are not confined to only small businesses, by egrauemnd creating the
conditions necessary for the formation of locally owned investmdobs’ to pool
resources to enable them to undertake bigger businesses. Our propasablishea
Turks and Caicos Islands Protection Board is consistent with both ounessisi

development strategy and our commitment to' putks and Caicos Islanders First.’

May | now focus on our policies in the area of Immigration? aféecommitted to the
development of progressive Immigration policies that are clean &nd fair. My
administration knows that for our development to continue we must habke stnd
dynamic immigration policies that accord with our internationalgalions, that give
foreign investors and workers certainty to live, invest and work shndbiintry, and also
balance the rights of Turks and Caicos Islanders to advance to the commandirgydieight
this economy. The confusion of the past, due to the lack of harmonizand
consistency between immigration, business licenses and work peofittes is a
deterrent to business development. This has to and will be addressethatser of

priority.



The Minister of Immigration has therefore announced the appointmemholtiasectoral
Commission to review our existing immigration laws and policstsdy those of other
countries that have similar dynamics at work; gather and assess thetibepeople of
the Turks and Caicos Islands and make recommendations to the Mimisdenew and
improved immigration policy and ordinance. This should reflect our comenit to
human rights and all of our regional and international obligatiohdstat the same time
securing the rights of and opportunities for all our citizens byeneaking‘Turks and

Caicos Islanders First.’

The work of this Commission will involve the participation of personalli communities

throughout the Islands. In carrying out its work, the Commission shaddealiew past
initiatives. Mr. Speaker, while this Commission is undertakingvaek, we have frozen
the issuance of Belonger Status certificates. However, WaonkiBeand Permanent
Residence Certificates will continue to be processed and issuediroelya basis. We
look forward to informing this Honourable House of the work of this Comiorisas it

progresses.

Labour is an essential factor of production, which is often neglected. Labour, pribguct
and harmony are critical for a stable industrial relationsatie. My administration is
quite aware that too often workers are dismissed from their jolaglynind while they
may have a good case for unfair dismissal, they invariably do wet the money to
retain and pay a lawyer. Many employers know this and akéesscin their use of this
tactic. As you all well know, government’s own agencies are notune from these
practices. Surely such developments are not consistent with prontbgngtable
industrial climate that is so essential to our overall developrmémnt is why, as part of
our efforts to empower and puturks and Caicos Islanders First we will move

quickly to pass legislation to give workers the power to organize and bargauticelie

Under the Labour legislation, a Labour tribunal will be establishesccordance with
standard practice to resolve disputes, quickly, fairly and firihys will give workers

another avenue to get justice on the job.



This administration is equally aware of the potential for abussioins, but we believe
that there is greater abuse when workers are denied the oppottursgund their
collective voices. In anticipation of the legislation that will gmessed, | call on those
workers that will undoubtedly form themselves into unions, to be catbélil its
leadership, in particular, is mature and responsible. Unions work whkre its
leadership is mature, responsible and committed principally to thés gdaits
membership and also to the wider interest of the country, to ensureotii@ued
economic development and growth. The government will work to facithateollective
bargaining process to achiein-Win” outcomes whereby the winner is the Country

and ultimately all who live and work here.

Development Planning

Mr. Speaker, all of us in this Honourable House are aware thathe/past several years
these islands experienced significant levels of economic grovgha government we
will ensure that this continues. However, our efforts will gohierrt for in our endeavors
to achieve a high rate of economic growth; we shall ensur@tinatountry experiences

“economic development.”

As a government, in our march towards this goal we are mindflleoblbservations of
that celebrated economist, the late Professor Dudley Sdsrsingists that in looking at

the matter of development, three important questions must be considered

1. What is happening to poverty?
2. What is happening to unemployment?

3. What is happening to inequality?

The late professor contends that even if a country is achievimghaeconomic growth
rate or even if the per capita income were to double, thisdwoold be development,

especially if unemployment, poverty and inequality had actually persist senax.



Ever cognizant of this, together with our irrevocable commitmeminsure thatTurks
and Caicos Islanders are Firstwe will implement a number of programmes and
projects in the short, medium and long terms to ensure people centeetapdent and
that we avoid the trap of higher levels of acute poverty and marginalizatoam péople.

Mr. Speaker, while we have a relatively high per capita income and low aiserty,
the results of recent economic growth in the Turks and Caicos daehearal unintended
consequences. These present us with a number of challenges, mdhelineed for
human resource development, promotion of entrepreneurial endeavour amotgsilthe
population, concentration of economic activity on Providenciales and issla¢sd to

high immigration.

There is increasing concern in the Islands regarding the gfadevelopment. Many
Belongers feel they have no voice in the development process, arttiefatre being
marginalized. Expatriates face uncertainty due to lack ofityclaand policy
inconsistencies. The convergence of these factors threatens tlanahibty of
development in the Islands. They must to be resolved without delayiswisy we have

committed to preparing a Ten-year Economic Development Plan for the Islands.

Mr. Speaker, the Ten-year Economic Development Plan will build oerduimitiatives
such as the Sustainable Development Planning Initiative (SDPIlhe Ten-year
Economic Development Plan will become the cornerstone for consolidkusopment
in all the Islands as it relates to transport, education, landageweht, procurement of
goods, provision of services and growth models. The plan will be fiitygsnsultative,
and flexible and linked to the capacity of the local population, mindfuinafations
imposed by population size, resources and infrastructure developmemiamheill also

encompass a long term development vision for the Islands!

Mr. Speaker, it is our view that future development in the Islandsspikad from the
two growth points — Providenciales and Grand Turk — to the rest oltred$. Specific

Island development plans will be required for all of the Islands.elhasbe developed



in consultation with our people. An important element of my governmenditegy is the
revitalization of Grand Turk so that it can, once again, become d¢merc of

administrative and cultural significance as it ought to be.

| am also pleased to inform the people of Grand Turk, in particular that my adatiorstr
has rescued the cruise ship project. Under the new proposal, C&niNng¢ Line will

assume responsibility for the project and a $30 million dock will bé inuihe southern
section of the Island, thus limiting environmental consequences. Unlikee former

arrangement, such services as tour operators will be reservetufks and Caicos
Islanders. This project will indeed provide the stimulus needed uvergte the Grand
Turk economy. The development of Salt Cay will feed off the dewedop on Grand
Turk. We envision that Middle Caicos and North Caicos will devel@urat nature
tourism. South Caicos can become the center of an internationaigfigimiustry.

Providenciales will continue to be the main engine of growth inlstends for the

foreseeable future.

Mr. Speaker, Members of this Honourable House, Ladies and Gentlenaem,also
pleased to list some of the other elements and principles thdtenginshrined in our 10

year economic plan. These are as follows:

1. We will initiate measures that contribute to the infusion of gnified and
confident nation that is at peace with itself and the worlchaten whose people
believe in themselves and who in their entrepreneurial, professamibther
daily pursuits are energized by dignity and national pride;

2. We will strive to become a knowledge-driven economy with in&irom
technology serving households, schools, businesses and the government to

improve productivity and our overall wellbeing;

3. We will promote the applications of law and order and eliminatiocoafuption

as key ingredients of our business, professional and political affairs;
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4. We will work towards higher standards and innovation to become tackass

tourism and investment destination;

5. We will put an end t@ad hocdevelopment and unsystematic and frantic disposal
of our prime resource — land. Rather, we will develop a proaefiyeoach to

investment that will help us to market new areas;

6. We will discourage fronting by promoting genuine partnership betwagss and
Caicos Islanders and foreign investors. This will be assisteekpanded credit
provision from TCinvest and also by the introduction of new financial

instruments such as mutual funds;

7. We will ensure that all major development projects are subgecproper
Environmental Impact Assessment, which will be carried out wiguti of all
stakeholders;

8. Adequate infrastructure is important if we are to continue ttacthigh caliber
investors. Consistent with this requirement, we will seek to lesttalan

Infrastructure Development Fund.

To launch the new planning process, | will convene a numbdamfndtable Meetings’
with citizens in every community of the Turks and Caicos Islandes& Roundtable
Meetings’ will allow Ministers and technical officials to gather frometcommunities,
views concerning key development issues and project solutions toatltees As was
already indicated in the presentation by the Honourable Miraéteéinance, the outcome
of these series of meetings will be reflected in a new $eort planning document to be
called ‘Agenda 2003 which will form the basis of a new participatory budgeting

progress to ensure their implementation in future budgets.
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In the medium termAgenda 2003will lay the basis for more a detailed development
planning process that will embrace wider social, economic and environmentainsoiace
determine the development vision for the Islands and provide the baskafa specific

development plans.

Infrastructure Development

Mr. Speaker, proper infrastructure is vital if economic growthoisake place in the
Turks and Caicos Islands. Infrastructural development is one obteenandates of my
informing the nation of the sustainable financial plan, which will enablto implement

our infrastructure development programme.

Honourable Members, Ladies and Gentlemen, we have already beguket@lianas for
the timely provision of essential infrastructure we need to moatiour development.
Already, we have had discussions concerning a project to strerthgmneanway at the
Providenciales International Airport. Advanced discussions have altekely place with
the European Union concerning financing of the North Caicos Port antl/ Néiddle

Caicos Causeway Project. | would hasten to add that the pattierct will be the first
phase of the major infrastructure development project to link theo€dslands. My
administration, therefore, reiterate its commitment to a Shink project to link the
Caicos Islands. Such a project will allow us to reduce the coatwinistration and
infrastructure provision and improve the efficiency of capital inlh@nds by limiting

the need to duplicate projects and programmes.

Mr. Speaker, Governments around the World are increasingly ndgjljaint ventures and
private finance initiatives to ensure timely provision of infrastire. The Turks and
Caicos Islands have limited experience in this area. This agtnaitnon plans to use these
vehicles to speed up the delivery of infrastructure. However, urthiee former
administration, we are committed to improving the transparency of tsasactions as
well as our capacity to monitor and regulate them in order tomizithe returns to

society, as opposed to the benefits of a few!
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These core principles will be enshrined in our policy for thig.arevish to underscore
that once our policy is agreed; it will be administered by othirteal staff and not by
Ministers. This will limit the potential for favouritism, whichenbelieve, characterized
past initiatives in this area. In addition, we plan to include jointurenprojects among
business development opportunities that will be marketed by TClinwvettislway, we
will be able to encourage innovative solutions and more competitiondt@eefinal

project costs.

Tourism Development

Mr. Speaker, my administration is committed to fully exploiting pléential of tourism
by putting in place proper management mechanisms, while maimtaimen country’s
environmental integrity and its reputation as being the country thd@eigutiful by

Nature’. As part of the economic plan, the tourism strategic planbeilfevised and
updated for a more effective tourism industry. The main focus gflémeis to make the
sector much more competitive and flexible to minimize the tffed external and
internal shocks. It will also place greater emphasis on theoesmmiomic and
environmental effects of tourism on our country. An economic impact stildgiso be

undertaken to better determine the needs of our tourism industrgjatlypm the areas
of immigration and human resource development. This impact studyevilbsorbed

into our Ten Year Economic Plan.

Under our tourism strategic plan, emphasis will be placed oactitty 5-star up-market
hotel chains to the Islands. | am pleased therefore, to informhgbsince taking office,
we have had discussions with several 5-star hotel chain operatoesgdhaterested in
operating in the Islands, including: Four Seasons, Mandarin and St. Régi also
reiterate our commitment to attracting European plan hotels, digne¢calessen our
dependency on all inclusive hotels.

Members of this Honourable House, ladies and Gentlemen, the followiragives,

among others, will be undertaken by us to deepen and expand our tourism industry:
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1. Establishment of a Hotel Training School.
Increased cooperation between the government and the private sector

3. Increased effectiveness of the Tourist Board, and diversificatmom the
European and Asian Markets.

4. Increased joint marketing and promotional efforts by TCinvest and oloeist
Board.

5. Formation of a Hotel Corporation to take the initial risk of consitigdhotels on
Grand Turk and the less developed Islands.

6. Product development and integration of the local culture

7. Turks and Caicos Islands Promotion Offices will be opened in Londoavier ¢
the United Kingdom and Europe and in the United States to cover Nohican
These offices will be operated jointly by TCinvest and the isouBoard will
serve asone stop shopsto market and promote our tourism, investment and

financial services opportunities.

Inter-Island Tourism Developments

Mr. Speaker, my administration is keen to promote tourism developnreral the
Islands of the Turks and Caicos Islands. Mr. Speaker, it goes witpngghat as a new
administration, we will honour the agreements that have already digeed and will
conclude those in the pipeline, provided that they are in the best indérak of the

people of the Turks and Caicos Islands.

| am also very pleased to report on some of our efforts sikogytaffice only a month
ago. To improve prospects for Grand Turk, | am pleased to inform the podélia team
of international consultants have been commissioned to advise us gedpke’s

government on the location of a hotel for Grand Turk. The consultanésheeg on the
island three weeks ago and met with His Excellency the Governor, Deputy Ghisteli
Hall, TCInvest, The Tourist Board, leading hoteliers and membettseofeneral public

and myself. Their report should be available within a few weeks.
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Turning to South Caicos, plans are underway to shortly complete and etkgaBkdst
Bay Hotel; and just two weeks ago Government received a proposakfi investment
group to build a first class marina facility in th&ig Soutl’. More is planned to
capitalize thé B’ in the“Big South'. Accordingly, this administration will put pressure
on the owners of the High Point Hotel to complete their project, indititethe terms of
their development agreement. We will also build a new airpartitet and fire hall and

construct central government office block on South Caicos.

There are two marinas and residential projects planned for Middt®<; and with the
islands quiet charm and my government’s aggressive approach to promotetskeds

abroad, | can see great things happening for our largest Island.

Mr. Speaker, the Island of North Caicos has over the years bexetoaim against the
tide. Although oufNature Island” is yet to attract the level of foreign investment in line
with that of its neighbour, Providenciales, the people of North Caicosaertb build a
“solid innings’ — here | think of investment projects which have taken place on the
island by the island’s sons and daughters - for example, My Qea'snercial Complex,
ROM Office in Central Bottle Creek and the Pelican Beach IHbtéd/hitby. Since taking
office, | am pleased to report that we have received a proposald yacht club for a
marina project at Sandy Point, and we will exercise everinaisif our beings to attract

a major hotel to this island. This task should become much easiethendeep water
harbour is underway. This administration is also committed to impgdhie airport and

constructing a government office on North Caicos.

We have decided to upgrade the dock conditions at Heaving Down Rock, Praleenc
so that the people who use this area to travel or move goods bddnmeadenciales,
South Caicos, Middle Caicos and, of course, North Caicos will haade place to moor
their boats and load and unload their cargo.

Mr. Speaker we are finalizing the negotiations for a major hesart development on
Water Cay on terms much more favourable to all of the people @& lesds than those

originally agreed by the Honourable Members Opposite.
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Mr. Speaker, although one must acknowledge that the level of investuevities

throughout the islands have slowed down since late last year, lsléniser responsible
for investment and development, | am heartened by the surge ofoinvestfidence in
these Islands since August™2003.

We are currently finalizing the Development Agreement for abminof condo hotel
projects in Providenciales, including the Verandah Hotel, the Watetftotal and the
Grace Bay Club Extension. Building construction will get underway shortijhéAman
Resort at North West Point, and only two weeks days ago offiiam another up
market hotel came to see me about building another top classaahdtetth West Point

area.

Natural Resources Management

Mr. Speakermy administration sees Crown Land as our people’s heritage and we believe
that we have a duty as stewards to manage this precious resour@osterity.
Consistent with this commitment, we have already begun a revfeexisting land
policies. Recognizing that Crown Land Parcel leases are timevelaicle for transferring
assets and equity to Turks and Caicos Islanders, and the means s$iaddies housing
needs and commercial expansion of local businesses, this reviewocaimprove our
land policies and will embrace:

* Improvement of institutional arrangements and administrative efficiency

* Framework for land allocation;

* Proper planning of new settlements to include the provision of infrdgre and
services. This will increase uptake time; limit the tenderowyatds partially
developed subdivisions and increase home ownership amongst our people;

* Beneficiary assessment; and

* Policy monitoring and enforcement
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| look forward to informing this Honourable House of the outcome of this review. As part
of our efforts to limit the disposal for Crown Lands, | wish nm@unce that we prefer to
use long leases as opposed to outright sale of land as the prnmaang of attracting
investments. Consistent with our empowerment strategy, this mthaiion also
reiterate its commitment that Turks and Caicos Islandelshaile access to a plot of

Crown land to construct a home and also land for commercial purposes.

Mr. Speaker, preservation and protection of the environment is of uimpsttance to
my Administration and our tourism led-development strategy; thexefwe are
committed to investing more money in the cleaning up of the steeet other public
areas in our communities; enacting stiffer penalties farilitg); implementing new ways
for the proper management of marine resources; and the revitedizdtour National

Parks System.

Honourable Members, Ladies and Gentlemen, we will also honor our commitments under
the Environmental Charter with the United Kingdom, and will seaks®this as a way

to leverage new development finances to the Islands from the Uitediom and
European sources. Our environmental management programmes widnaltsace the

development of a proper solid waste collection and disposal plan.

As part of Natural Resource Management and Economic Divextsific strategies, this
administration is keen to revitalize our fisheries and agricutectors. We have outlined
in our Manifesto a number of initiatives; we plan to pursue the promofithese sectors
and increase their contribution to Gross Domestic Product. Consistarthis, we will
develop a clear agriculture policy and consider the establishmenstaffthg of a
Department of Agriculture. In the fisheries sector, our sisatalls for the revitalization
of the fishing industry on South Caicos, diversification into deepfsteng and

provision of loans to fishermen.

Social Sector Management

17



Mr. Speaker, my administration will enhance existing programm#seiareas of health,
education and small business development that are essential to emgawe people.
We will strengthen existing social safety-net programmes tiegr less fortunate
members of our society to ensure that no one is left behind.

We are committed to ensuring that all people of our islands lieduptive lives and
therefore we will seek to implement measures to improve théyjoélife for the entire
population. Social security programmes for the elders, who arguaelians of our
heritage, will be reviewed and expanded. It is therefore a ea@irpride and pleasure
that after only one month in office, | can announce that we have bextoabtrease the
monthly non-contributory pension from $130.00 to $200.00, an increase of more than
50%. In addition, programmes for the physically and mentalblledged will be

expanded.

Mr. Speaker, Honorable Members, Ladies and Gentlemen, we have beed &gsthre
Honourable Minister of Finance that the necessary financial genaents will be put in
place to ensure timely delivery of essential social seatfnastructure; particular

emphasis will be placed on meeting the infrastructure needs of Providenciales

Mr. Speaker, our Islands have had an ongoing debate concerning blarchea needs.
In this area, my administration will accord priority to thoduction of a national health
insurance programme to limit costs to government. To advance ttiaivei we will

engage specialists to assist in planning the National Health Insurancanmmroeyr

Mr. Speaker, social sector programmes are major contributors twverall development
as a nation and people. This will require reviews and expansion of progsem the

areas of education, sports, youth, culture, health, HIV/AIDS reduatidrg@nder affairs,
along the lines elaborated in our Manifesto. Our activities irethesas will be detailed
by my Ministerial colleagues.

Conclusion
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Mr. Speaker, throughout the general election campaign, the Priogradisional People

asked the people of the Turks and Caicos Islantslédd On — a Change is Comirig |

therefore wish to crave your indulgence and that of Honourable Memb#ris dfouse

to sum up.

As a government of and fall the people we are not only about encouraging Turks and

Caicos Islanders to become better business peOplegoal is to make people’s lives

better. After only one month in office, we have already begun to achiagegoal by

fulfilling several of our campaign promises to our people.

We have formulated a budget that is designed to maintain fisgdémpee and
finance our development agentiecause the change is here;

TClInvest has been directed to reduce its interest rates on dmemsan office on
Providenciales and expand its services to our Family Islaecsusethe change
is here;

We have increased the airport customs exemption allowed by rejuesident
from $200.00 to $400.00, and increase of 1t@tause the change is here;

To improve service delivery, we have created separate Masistf Health and
Educationbecause the change is here;

We have budgeted $1.2 million for community projects throughout the Islands
because the change is here;

We have increased the National Insurance Old Age Pension by hatiré0%
and will review the National Insurance Ordinance to expand coyéoagpverage

to our fishermen, agricultural and seasonal workeFsause the change is here.

Turks and Caicos Islanders will bree at lastbecause the change isow.

Mr. Speaker, Members of this Honourable House, Ladies and Gentlethanklyou for

your attention. May God continue to bless the Turks and Caicos Islands.
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