THE BELIZE COMMITMENT TO ACTION

FOR THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD
	PART II: 

CHILDREN’S RESOLUTION 1996


In  view of the fact that we are 52 children meeting on October 9, 1996 in the Children’s Forum of the Caribbean Conference on the Rights of the Child with the responsibility for speaking on behalf of the children of all the CARICOM Countries, we recommend the following:

1.
If the standard of education is not upgraded, there will be more chaos and our countries will not develop, therefore our governments must take immediate steps to improve the educational systems of our countries by expanding services to include all children up to 18 years such as drop-outs, disabled youths and juvenile delinquents by offering more scholarships, lower tuition, n bcounselling and vocational and special education, upgrading and standardizing the curriculum.

2.
If we want to build strong and harmonious societies and if we do not want people  to die prematurely unnecessarily  or spend their money abroad, governments must allocate more money to health care  to improve preventative and curative services and facilities country wide, increase qualified personnel and make these affordable to all.

3.
If we do not want to have a progressive cycle of people who are dependent on government; nor to have abused, neglected and abandoned children; nor to have young people involved  in crime and violence; governments must immediately give priority attention to the needs of the less fortunate by developing job programmes and all appropriate income generating programmes.

4.
If the persons administering our criminal justice systems are to be more sensitive to us, to work with us so they don’t antagonize each other,  to learn to differentiate between adult and youth situations and deal with us appropriately to the crime committed, proper training of these persons must take place.

5.
Because youths sometimes commit crimes through anger and frustration and putting them into jail usually makes them hardened criminals and giving youths a second chance can help them to lead constructive lives, our judicial systems need to focus on rehabilitative punishment.

6.
If they are to be able to communicate with youths, bearing in mind that one’s approach affects a youth’s reaction; to work along with parents and institutions; to avoid abuse of power; to be seen by children as friends and not foes; our security forces need to improve  their sensitivity to social issues and their public relations skills.

7.
Because when parents don’t listen to children they assume they don’t love them, causing them to turn to gangs, drugs and suicide, parents need to break the communication barrier and  really start listening to their children.

8.
Because persons who are most trusted very often abuse children and because being neglectful is irresponsible, parents should provide protection for their children by screening all children with whom they come into contact.

9.
Because parents/guardians and teachers will realize how far to go without violating the rights of the child and in order that the school and home environment will be more “child friendly”, schools should play an important part in  educating parents, teachers and children on the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

10.
In order to provide them with the right skills and to keep them off the streets, thus preventing juvenile delinquency, schools should provide after-school training programmes for untrained teenaged parents.

11.
Because children need a place that they can go for advice and assistance in confidence and have their problems resolved, governments must ensure that the national telephone companies establish free 24-hour “hot  lines” to be manned by trained personnel.

12.
Because knowledge is power, children can help other children by making them aware and knowledgeable about the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

13.
Because older friends and siblings exercise a great deal of influence in younger children’s lives, they should work to help younger children through motivation and the building of self-esteem.

14.
Because  peer groups are important in the education and development of children, they need to remember that by being friends, they can help each other through good examples  and by participating with each other in recreational and uplifting events.


THE BELIZE COMMITMENT TO ACTION

FOR THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD
	PART I: THE COMMITMENT


WE,  the representatives of the Governments and Non-Governmental Organizations of the Member States and Associate Members of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) listed in the Schedule, gathered at Belize City, Belize, from 7 to 10 October 1996 at the Caribbean Conference on the Rights of the Child, together with representatives of UNICEF and other developmental agencies in consultation with Caribbean children;

RECOGNIZING  that children are important to us and that our countries have achieved certain social and economic gains which have provided our children with certain rights and benefits, and realizing that these achievements are being severely undermined by a host of economic and social ills which effect our children most of all;
UNDERSTANDING  that significant portions of our societies live below the poverty line and that the widening of social and economic gaps engenders a host societal and economic ills including poor shelter, insufficient household income, inaccessibility to quality health care, education, information and clean water which severely undermines the realization of an enabling environment for securing child rights;

CONSIDERING  that sustained and cost-effective investment in the social sectors is essential to move to a situation in which all our children will fully enjoy civil, political, social, economic and cultural rights;
RECOGNIZING that it is necessary to have an ENABLING ENVIRONMENT in place whereby development resources are distributed equitably among people so as to ensure that human rights, including child rights, are protected and enhanced;

ACKNOWLEDGING  that our peoples’ full participation, including that of  children, is required to build a society whose members actively contribute to an improved and participatory system of governance;

UNDERSTANDING  that focused investment on children’s education and training is the key to stronger and more sustainable economic and social development;

REAFFIRMING  that the Principal of First Call for Children on a nation’s resources, adopted at the World Summit for Children in 1990 and given operational effect through the 20/20 Initiative, remains the most effective way of assuring appropriate budgetary allocation to priority actions for children and their families;

BUILDING  on the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child that has been ratified by all our Governments and on the 1989 Resolution of the Caribbean Parliamentary Symposium on the Rights of the Child, the 1991 Caribbean Summit for Children and the 1992 Declaration of the Caribbean Regional Consultative Workshop on the Convention on the Rights of the Child;

WE NOW FURTHER CHALLENGE OURSELVES to expand the promotion and protection of the rights of children and improve the living conditions of Caribbean families through the following actions and commitments:

ACTIONS
GENERATE AND SUSTAIN the necessary political will to protect child rights, to reduce disparities, violence and discrimination among our people, and promote better social integration;

CHANNEL  our countries’ resources to reduce social gaps by prioritising expenditure towards basic social programmes which target the poorest sections of our societies; 
SET UP OR STRENGTHEN appropriate national mechanism to promote and protect child rights;

ESTABLISH OR STRENGTHEN  appropriate data collection, analysis and monitoring systems both at the national and regional level for the promotion and protection of child rights;

ENSURE, within our communities, the collaboration of Governments, Non-Governmental Organizations and Community Based Organizations in assessing, planning, implementing and evaluating programmes to improve the situation of children;

REVIEW AND REVISE  the relevant laws, policies and programmes  to FULLY comply with THE LETTER and THE SPIRIT of the Convention on the Rights of the Child;

ESTABLISH  effective mechanisms to enforce these laws and to implement these policies and programmes to ensure that the best interests of the child are afforded the primary consideration and that their rights are enjoyed without discrimination of any kind, irrespective of the child’s or his or her parent’s or legal guardian’s race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national, ethnic or social origin, property, disability, birth or other status;

DISSEMINATE  information on these laws, policies and programmes to raise public awareness of the rights and responsibilities of the child;

ESTABLISH OR INTENSIFY  programmes that effectively implement the commitments that our countries assumed in signing and ratifying the Convention on the Rights of the Child, paying special attention to adolescents, especially out-of-school youth;

PROMOTE  child rights in family education and family development assistance, including promoting the understanding that both parents are equally responsible for their children, at all times;

MOBILIZE  families and communities to participate actively in working for the care and protection of children; 

TAKE INTO ACCOUNT  the views of children in matters affecting them and actively promote their participation in the decision-making process.


COMMITMENTS
COMMITMENTS - GOVERNMENTS

BUDGETING FOR AN ENABLING ENVIRONMENT
i.
Increase social investment allocation to a MINIMUM of 20% of our budgets for  BASIC NEEDS, in accordance with the 20/20 Initiative proposal by targeting social and economic actions to the poorest segments of our society as a matter of priority, to ensure the elimination of the worst causes and manifestations of poverty and destitution.

ii.
Implement fiscal and economic measures aimed at reducing poverty.

LEGAL REFORM & LAW ENFORCEMENT
iii.
Harmonize  national laws with all human rights conventions to which countries are parties, including the Convention on the Rights of the Child, Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women, the Inter-American Convention for the Punishment, Prevention and Elimination of all forms of Violence Against Women (Convention of Belem do Para), with the active engagement of civil society.

iv.
Enforce all laws protecting our children and families against discrimination of any kind, in compliance with the human rights conventions.

v.
Provide the police, judicial officers and other law enforcement agencies with the necessary level of personnel, training, public relations skills and sensitization to child rights to enable them to relate appropriately to children.

vi.
Take measures to ensure  that children under the age of 18 will not be subject to marriage without their consent. Discourage marriage of children at an age that would interfere with their physical, emotional or educational development.

vii.
Establish an office of ombudsman or its equivalent for children.

viii.
Establish or strengthen family courts or similar judicial institutions, that will be supported with  the funds necessary to ensure their effective management and be staffed with qualified and appropriate personnel.

ix.
Provide alternatives to custodial sentences for persons under 18 years of age where this is appropriate  and undertake rehabilitation programmes to help these persons re-enter mainstream society.

	GOVERNMENTS, TOGETHER WITH NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS AND COMMUNITIES


FAMILY DEVELOPMENT & EMPOWERMENT
x.
Provide programmes in collaboration with the private sector for the training and sensitization of parents and community leaders in health and family life education, conflict resolution, gender relations and parenting skills, with special emphasis on father/child bonding with a view to reducing the rate of dysfunctional families.

xi.
Establish appropriate policy and monitoring mechanisms to ensure the effective curtailment of domestic violence.

xii.
Work towards ending the scourge of drug and substance abuse as well as social violence, particularly street violence, whether perpetrated by gangs or individuals.

xiii.
Undertake programmes aimed at protecting children  from incest, sexual abuse and other forms of sexual violence and exploitation and set up appropriate monitoring mechanisms at community and national levels for information and awareness on HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases, abuse protection, prosecution and rehabilitation of offenders, as well as the reintegration of victims  into society.

xiv.
Undertake programmes aimed at protecting  children from neglect, abandonment and exploitation and put in place appropriate mechanisms to ensure that parents remain accountable and  responsible for their children.

xv.
Complement institutional care by encouraging  adoption and  foster care, and promote community acceptance of these alternatives through incentives such as tax breaks, free health insurance and free schooling for children in foster care.

xvi.
Implement an awareness programme aimed at encouraging society  to accept children with disabilities as integral members of the community and promote special measures for their full participation in all aspects of society.


SCHEDULE

LIST OF CARICOM MEMBER STATES AND ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
MEMBER STATES

Antigua and Barbuda

The Bahamas

Barbados

Belize

Commonwealth of Dominica

Grenada

Guyana

Jamaica

Montserrat

St. Lucia

St. Kitts and Nevis

St. Vincent and the Grenadines

Suriname

Trinidad and Tobago

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
British Virgin Islands

Turks and Caicos Islands

We., the undersigned, Heads of Delegations to the Caribbean Conference on the Rights of the Child, representative of the Governments and Non-Governmental Organisations of the Member States and Associate Members of the Caribbean Community, gathered at Belize City, Belize, on the tenth day of October 1996, append our signatures to the Belize Commitment for Action in the expectation that the actions and commitments contained therein will be pursued by all with the dedication necessary to safeguard the future of all Caribbean children through the promotion and protection of the rights of children throughout our region.
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