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Introduction 
In 2001 the United Nations General Assembly requested that the Secretary General conduct a comprehensive, global study on Violence Against Children (VAC). This study, to be completed by 2006, will explore forms, causes and consequences of violence against children and adolescents (those persons under 18 years old). Moreover the study seeks to expand dynamic key networks and processes to support and partner with member States to respond to the situation of violence against children. It is intended that the study on violence against children will be a collaborative effort amongst UN agencies, governments, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), academic institutions, the public at large and most critically – children and young people.

UNICEF aims to meaningfully engage children and young people in the discussion and  towards this end, UNICEF  held a Youth  Forum on violence on March 09 ; a  Regional Consultation for the Caribbean on the UN Secretary-General’s Study on Violence from  March 10-11 , and an Xchange Youth Leadership workshop from March 14 -18  all  in Port-of-Spain, Trinidad. 
These various forums gave young people present – who represented the countries of Belize, Barbados, Guyana, Trinidad and Tobago, Jamaica, Haiti and Grenada the opportunity  to self-inform, articulate and debate issues relating to violence that impact and affect them. One of the outcomes was the declaration on violence produced by the young people who participated (Appendix One). More importantly  the discussions generated at all three events will inform the Study on Violence against Children. 
This document reports on the discussions generated at the Regional Consultation on Violence for the Caribbean, the Youth Forum and the Xchange Youth Leadership Workshop. The latter was aimed at building the capacity of young leaders to be agents for change in their communities as they seek to play  their role in building violence free communities. The report presents the views and recommendations articulated by Caribbean young people on the topics of:
· Violence in Schools

· Legal Frameworks and Implications of Violence

· Violence in the Home and Family

· Violence in Communities 

· Violence in Institutions 
· Violence in Work Situations 

Violence in Schools
Participants noted instances of violence in the Caribbean’s schools, that are manifested between teachers and students, but more so amongst students. Violence between teachers and students include violence directed at students through institutionalised punishment (corporal punishment) and through verbal and psychological abuse. Participants cited the existence of corporal punishment in many Caribbean schools, particularly primary schools, and the use of humiliation and intimidation by teachers. While no examples of violence directed at teachers were given, it was nonetheless recognised that teachers may be victims of violence at the hands of their students. 
Critically the target group explored the phenomenon of violence within the student population, which is on the increase. This violence was linked to the increased incidence of gangs and the increase in gang-related criminal activity. In fact, one participant identified that the trafficking of illicit drugs within schools by gangs results in inter-gang rivalry and its concomitant animosities which tend to be more violent as compared to regular student fights. Stabbings, shootings, and sever beatings have been named as significant elements in the corollary of gang conflict. These extreme manifestations of violence point to the presence of weapons in Caribbean schools.  

Separate to gang-related violence, participants discussed the existence of hostilities between students – which is evidenced by bullying, physical exchanges and verbal abuse. Special learners, younger students and students with disabilities were singled out as particularly vulnerable groups in this respect.
While boys were regarded, as tending to be more violent than girls the forums’ delegates nonetheless felt that an increase in violence amongst girls is apparent. Male aggression, 
participants claimed, is seen as normative behaviour for boys and central to their (the boys) concept and subsequent construction of maleness and masculinity. 
The increased instance of single-parent families, inadequate school staff, inappropriately trained school staff and an irresponsible media were identified as contributing factors to an increase in school violence. Participants felt that the breakdown within the family structure is responsible for the anti-social, violent behaviours evident at schools. Further many schools are regarded as under staffed as there are no school-counsellors or social-workers assigned to the school. Also teacher training is deemed as inadequate, since it is felt that teachers are generally poorly equipped to treat with and mitigate school violence. Finally the promotion of violence and the valorisation of violent child–actors/ characters in the media are regarded as the media’s input in increased school violence. In fact one participant noted that violent and insolent children were portrayed as “cute” by the media. 
Recommendations

To reduce and or eliminate violence in Caribbean schools the forum’s participants made the following recommendations:

· Expanded extra-curriculum to include a variety of opportunities for alternative activities. Involvement in sport and music were cited specifically.

· Increased school staff to include school-counsellors and or social-workers, which should include counselling/ mediation facilities for families of the students.

· Inclusion of life-skills training in the mainstream curriculum for students.

· Improved school security.

· Increased dialogue on the issue of corporal punishment.

· Implementation of alternative punishment and sanction regimes.

· Review of teacher training programmes to include appropriate training in treating with and mitigating school violence.

Legal Frameworks and Implications of Violence

Participants suggested that the prevailing legislation is not altogether clear as to its definition of “juvenile” versus “adult” offenders and “minor” and “major” offences, which is to suggest that there are blurred distinctions, under the law, in the treatment of a nine (9) year old from a seventeen (17) year old who may have had conflict with the law, or a petty thief from a rapist, for example. Further the upward chronological limit for a juvenile offenders, that is eighteen (18) years of age for most Caribbean states, presents problems, in so far as an eighteen (18) year old is considered an adult whereas someone just a year younger, and thus not necessarily less developed psychologically will be treated as a juvenile offender. 
Concomitant to the ambiguities in the legislation, as discussed above, is the problematic incarceration of juvenile and youth law offenders. Juvenile offenders, that is, those below age eighteen (18), are normally remanded in detention centres, which not only houses those who have had conflict with the law, but possibly orphaned, abused or abandoned children. Further, as is the case of Trinidad and Tobago, girls are sometimes remanded in the adult female prison. 
Overall the discussion generated amongst the delegates points to a pervasive erosion of confidence in the judicial and law enforcement systems. Police, in particular, were cited as - abusive of the powers vested in their office, committing brutalities against vulnerable sectors in society and contributing to crime by failing to enforce laws or to respond to calls for help in a timely manner. More significantly, the police inspire little public trust as they are deemed as being complicit to criminal activities. 

Additionally it was felt that the members of the legal fraternity and the staff of the legal system were not always sensitive to the special needs of juvenile and youth offenders, or even those children and young persons who appear before the courts as a result of civil matters (family conflict for example). The delegates questioned the treatment of such 
children and young persons and the extent to which their enshrined human rights may be violated by court processes. 
Participants took issue with the treatment of juvenile offenders by the media. They discussed how these persons were portrayed in the media. And raised concerns about the violation of the privacy of juvenile/youth offenders, by having their names and or pictures being published in the media.

Finally participants discussed the age of sexual consent, while not problematising the issue to identify specific shortcomings in the legislation, it was generally implied that the prevailing legislation is inadequate and or unclear. 

Recommendations
· Revision of prevailing legislation to make clear distinctions between “juvenile” and “adult” offenders.

· Revision of the upward chronological limit of juvenile offenders.

· Establish separate institutions for juvenile offenders from orphanages, homes for children etc.
· Provide rehabilitation opportunities for juvenile and youth offenders.
· Law enforcement and law adjudication bodies should be sensitised as to the rights of the child.
· Appoint special police officers, legal council and legal staff for dealing with matters directly relating to children and young persons. These officers should of necessity receive training deemed appropriate for treating with children and young people.
· Legislate to ensure the privacy of children and young persons who may have come into conflict with the law and to mitigate the profiling of juveniles by police, courts and general public.

· Establish family courts and family mediation systems/mechanisms.
Violence in the Home and Family

Delegates defined violence that is directed at children in the home as “any malicious intent to harm a child”. This may be manifested as physical, verbal, psychological or sexual violence. Violence in the home, according to the conference’s delegates may be precipitated by external pressures exerting on the home such as unemployment. 

Violence within the home is hidden since culturally it may be seen as normal. Also because of allegiance to the home, children are compelled to remain silent about instances of abuse. Abused children are torn emotionally as suffer the double jeopardy of loving and hating the abuser in the home; indeed the abuser may very well be the primary or only caregiver – a mother, a father, grandparent or other relative.

Further men were regarded as the main perpetrators of violence. This violence is deemed as a natural of-shoot of male aggression as so is seen as culturally normal and related to the construction of maleness and masculinity. Critically “licks” is also entrenched culturally and is seen as an acceptable method of punishment; in this respect mothers were deemed as perpetrators of violence as well. 

Recommendations
· Implement parenting education for pregnant mothers as part of pre-natal care programmes.

· Execute creative healthy family functioning programmes in communities. 
· Launch public education campaigns, targeting fathers in particular. 
· Revisit, revise and revamp social delivery services to provide greater access to counselling, mediation and ancillary family services.
· Establish centres for victims of domestic abuse, in particular shelters for children.
· Establish hotlines for children so that timely help may be accessed by a telephone call.
Violence in Institutions 
The forum’s participants defined an institution as “a place people meet on regular bases for work, recreation, spiritual uplift and other specified purposes.” Among institutions, they have listed orphanages, correctional institutions, non-governmental organizations (NGO’s), rehabilitation centres, community organizations, hostels and youth based organizations (refer to Appendix Two – Table One for a complete list generated in the forum).
Institutions were regarded as particularly necessary to fill the gap left by the progressive erosion of family-life. Institutions thus provide critical support and care for children who are abandoned and or abused by their parents and generally for any socially displaced young person. Participants stressed however that children or young persons placed in the care of institutions must be treated first and foremost with human dignity and above all with sensitivity and understanding for their special needs as displaced and or abused persons. Of paramount concern in this regard, is the tendency to use orphanages as detention centres, and so displaced children are not only accorded similar treatment to offenders of the law, but also are exposed to the criminal elements who are detained there. 
Participants noted that violence permeates institutions in the Caribbean as evidenced by widespread physical abuse, verbal abuse, psychological trauma and sexual abuse. They cited that the perpetrators were largely the staff and caregivers of the institutions. It was also noted that younger inmates may suffer at the hands of older inmates as well. The administration and other supervising bodies were fingered as especially responsible for the abuse of children in the state’s care. Indeed, one participant noted that the authorities’ lack of monitoring of these state institutions makes them complicit in the abuse and violation of institutionalised children.
Recommendations

To reduce and or eliminate violence in institutions for children and young persons, participants made the following recommendations:

· Revamp the social services that cater for displaced children and young persons, so that access to services is improved and more client-driven.

· Increase the staff of institutions to include counsellors and or social-workers, which should include counselling/ mediation facilities for families of the children/ youth as well.

· Inclusion of life-skills training in the mainstream curriculum for institutionalised children and young persons.

· Review of staff training programmes to include appropriate training in treating with institutionalised children and young people.

Violence in Communities 

Violence in communities was identified by participants as widespread in many Caribbean societies and affecting low-income communities more than others. In this respect participants made an inextricable link between poverty, crime and violence. Indeed it was generally agreed that a lack of job opportunities and its concomitant poverty lead to increased crime, and escalating crime inevitably leads to an upsurge in violence. The drug trade in particular was cited as the most serious criminal activity affecting communities as it precipitates gang-warfare, the need to protect “turf” and all its attendant hostilities. It is the drug trade and its resultant gun-running operations, as explained by delegates, which are largely responsible for the spate of murders in many Caribbean communities. 

The police were identified as contributing to spiralling crime in the communities through their general apathetic approach to crime fighting and by being involved in the drug trade themselves. There is thus a prevalent mistrust of law enforcement agencies in many communities.
The media has also contributed to community related violence by, firstly, sensationalising crime. In fact many communities have become stigmatised as crime “riddled”, this too has been exacerbated by stereotyping of particular communities by law-enforcement agencies (refer to Appendix Three- Table Two listing Caribbean communities that have been stigmatised as “crime riddled”). Also the media were perceived as contributing to the erosion of traditional social mores that gel Caribbean villages and communities. Indeed participants expressed the view that there is a disturbing tendency to supplant local cultures and values by metropolitan ones, especially via the American media. 

The forums’ delegates highlighted an increase in sexual crime against children and domestic violence in many Caribbean communities. Additionally there has been an upsurge in the number of children and young-persons living on the streets. Street 
Children, they explained were very vulnerable to being the victims of crime, being recruited by criminal elements, being sexually exploited and suffering from malnutrition. 

The forum’s representatives lamented the increase of violence in communities as there is a palpable and significant link between family-life and community-life. Indeed a breakdown in community life exacerbates the erosion of family-life and vice-versa. Overall the degradation of family-life, community-life and their accompanying social mores leads to inevitable anomie and lawlessness.
Recommendations
· Expand employment and training opportunities, particularly in vulnerable communities.

· Promote positive lifestyles and messages through public education campaigns, which necessarily involve music and sport icons.

· Revisit, revise and revamp social delivery services to provide greater access to counselling, mediation and poverty alleviation services.

· Appropriate and timely intervention by law enforcement agencies to stem the tide of crime and mitigate rampant lawlessness.

Violence in Work Situations 
Child labour was defined as “any work done by children under the age of fifteen (15) years that becomes a necessity for a child, impedes a child’s education and eventually informs a child’s morality.” Reasons identified that forced children into child labour included to assist the family’s economic situation and to support a parent’s drug habit. Participants acknowledged that while there are many studies being conducted on the phenomenon of child labour, very few treat specifically with the Caribbean region. There is a need for a regional research and so examine the unique socio-economic and cultural contexts of the Caribbean that shape and contribute to the incidence of child labour.

Many studies were identified as a means of closing the information gap on this particular issue such as; the ILO study on dumpster children, a report on substance abuse in Guyana with reference to children trading and using drugs (1994). However children’s participation in the drug trade on a regional basis is the subject of further research. Discussion generated suggests that child labour in the drug and prostitution sectors account for the majority of children’s participation in the labour force, arguably it is presents a double jeopardy in that there is the exploitation of children in the illicit economy - children are thus made into criminals and denied opportunities for normal growth and development.
Many adults regard work that a child does to help maintain the household not as child labour but as a part of life. The rampant situation of a children being trained in the father’s occupation to aid the family’s income is regarded as culturally normal in this region. As a consequence while “apprenticing” the child is deprived of a formal education and so the child’s development is stymied. 

Recommendations
· Draft and implement labour policies and plans-of- action which of necessity outlaw child labour.

· Commission  regional studies on child labour, to include an examination of their participation in the illicit economy.

· Appropriate intervention by the labour and non-governmental movements.

· Implement public education and awareness campaigns.  

Conclusion

The discussions generated by the delegates at the various forums point to an overall view that violence against children in the Caribbean region is not only pervasive, but more significantly, it is on the increase. This increase in violence, in most of the six settings explored, has been largely attributed to an erosion of family life, the negative impacts of the media, increased crime and the attendant apathy on the part of law enforcement agencies to curb crime. Not surprisingly, therefore, most of the recommendations made target the family, community, schools, and media as key focal points for appropriate action. 

The very evident mistrust for law enforcement agencies is a worrying outcome of the discussions generated at the forums. Not only does this point to an erosion of confidence in the protective services but it implies a greater mistrust for the political directorate who have a fundamental duty to enforce law and order. There was a palpable silence, however, as to recommendations to treat with law enforcement and law enforcement agencies – that is, while participants were very outspoken on the abdication of duty and abuse of power by the protective services, they made few or no recommendations that specifically targeted the protective services. In this respect more probing for data is required – unless of course, young people generally believe that the region’s protective services are beyond reform, in which case there is cause for greater concern. 
In examining violence in the schools and the home, in particular, there was the general belief that boys and men were the main perpetrators of violence. Further forum participants suggest that this male violence is regarded as ‘normal’ male aggression by society. Also based on cultural norms, the use violence is regarded as a critical element in the construction of maleness and masculinity. This raises another area for further probing and research, since in spite of identifying this troubling gender construct, few interventions were recommended for boys and men, per se. 

While the media have been fingered as complicit and culpable in perpetuating violence and violence against children, participants nonetheless proposed a more positive use of the media. As such widespread recommendations were made to utilise the media to launch public education and sensitisation campaigns.   
Arguably the issue which garnered greatest consensus was the need to provide social support for families. Indeed where social delivery services exist, participant felt that these need to be revisited, revised and revamped since clearly many families and communities were not receiving quality, timely service. Additionally where such services do not exist, there was a clarion call for immediate provision of same.  
Appendix One
DECLARATION OF THE YOUNG PERSONS OF THE CARIBBEAN 

We the young people and children of the Caribbean realise that we are products of our society and that given the proper encouragement and appropriate opportunities we have the potential to blossom into strong, beautiful and productive human beings – persons who can be true credits to our societies.

Violence is a harsh and daily reality for the young people of the Caribbean, but it is not a reality which we will accept.  Standing alone, either as a young person victimized by the proliferation of violence or as individual nations reeling from its pandemics, our voices are not heard; but, in standing together as a unified Caribbean, as a unified body of young people, our voices can be, must be, will be heard.  In bringing to light the many issues of children facing violence, we realize that our plight is part of a larger worldwide struggle for the realization of human rights.  Our cry is not to be treated specially but rather, humanely in accordance with the core values of human dignity that are the cornerstones of the United Nations Declaration.  As global citizens we demand to be acknowledged as first- and not second-class human beings.

We accept that in order for change to occur we must first agree that there are solid grounds for change.  We must then diligently work to see this transformation through.  Within our society persists the phenomena of the “visibly invisible”; every day we are cognizant of the challenges which face us: abuse, homelessness and exploitation of young people.  Yet, society diverts their eyes and shuts its heart, feeling that intervening is inappropriate or that they are powerless to do so.  Society can do better!  Every day we are exploited and used as proxies for the deviance and perversion of adults whose real duty is to shelter and positively influence us.

Caribbean youth need mentorship, not dictatorship; education, not degradation; more encouragement, not more punishment.

In staking our claim we call on all members of society to join us as we strive to regain our world by enforcing the following recommendations.

VIOLENCE IN SCHOOLS

There should be an end to corporal punishment. Instead, the use of non-violent disciplinary measures should be encouraged.

Mentoring & teacher training programmes which include studies in psychology, communication skills and conflict resolution should be introduced into our schools as an ongoing process.
Young people should be educated about their rights and responsibilities so that they can understand the positive and negative implications of their behaviour.  

VIOLENCE IN INSTITUTIONS

The judicial system needs to be reformed so that we do not feel threatened and intimidated when reporting instances of abuse against us. 

Legislation should be created and enforced to protect young people from adults who expose them to sexual or other types of exploitation.

VIOLENCE IN THE HOME & FAMILY

Parents and guardians must be educated in non-violent means of communicating with and disciplining their children.

Family-support institutions need to be revisited, revamped and restructured, ensuring that these institutions’ core objectives meet the goals of more adequately equipping our parents to become better guardians and role models.

VIOLENCE IN WORK SITUATIONS

By propagating the rights of the child, society can confront traditional ‘apprenticeship’ practices and complacent attitudes towards child labour which deprive children of their right to education and play.

Inter-governmental organizations with responsibilities for children’s and human rights should establish and enforce clearly defined international laws towards eliminating child labour, pressing national governments to enact these laws within their own countries.

VIOLENCE IN COMMUNITIES & STREETS

Young people should be provided with, as alternatives to the pull of violence and destructive forces within our communities, outlets that focus our minds and energies towards more positive and productive activities.

Investigation and research, with greater focus on utilizing the intimate knowledge of local peoples, should focus more on unearthing the hidden forms of child labour that result from illegal adoption, trafficking in persons, etc.

As youth leaders it is our responsibility to change the status quo, transforming the role of youth from that of victims to stewards of our peers, our brothers and our sisters.  Indeed all stakeholders need to invest their energies and resources towards achieving this ideal.

Finally, we the young people of the Caribbean call on CARICOM, regional and governmental bodies to facilitate a follow up to this consultation which will ensure our that views and expectations are well represented.

Appendix Two

Table One Showing List of Institutions Generated in Forum Discussions.

	Name of Institution
	Type of Institution
	Country
	Note



	Dorothy Mendez Child Care Centre
	Shelter for children
	Belize

	

	New Opportunity Core
	Shelter for children
	Guyana
	

	St. Jude’s Girls Home
	Orphanage
	Trinidad and Tobago
	Also used as a detention centre

	Youth Training Centre
	Detention Centre
	Trinidad and Tobago


	

	St. Michael’s
	Orphanage
	Trinidad and Tobago
	Also used as a detention centre

	Christ Child Convalescent Home
	Orphanage
	Trinidad and Tobago
	

	St. Michael’s
	Orphanage
	Trinidad and Tobago
	Also used as a detention centre

	St. Dominic’s
	Orphanage
	Trinidad and Tobago
	Also used as a detention centre

	St. Mary’s.
	Orphanage
	Trinidad and Tobago
	Also used as a detention centre

	Credo
	Shelter for children
	Trinidad and Tobago


	

	Rainbow Rescue
	Shelter for children
	Trinidad and Tobago


	

	Sodria House
	Shelter for children
	Trinidad and Tobago


	

	Marian House
	Shelter for children
	Trinidad and Tobago


	


Appendix Three
Table Two Showing List of Government Agencies cited by Conference Delegates as having Overall Responsibility for Children

	Country
	Government Agency

	Guyana
	Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sports



	Jamaica
	Ministry of Education, Youth and Culture

and the Ministry of Health



	Trinidad and Tobago
	Ministry of Community Development, Culture and Gender Affairs.



	Barbados
	Ministry of Social Transformation, Ministry of Education

	Grenada
	Ministry of Social Development


Appendix Four
Table Three Showing List of Communities that have been stigmatised as being Crime Ridden.

	Country
	Community

	Belize
	· George Street and environs
· Berkley Street and environs



	Guyana
	· East Coast communities



	Jamaica 
	· August Town
· Vietnam

· Jungle 12

· Rema

· Colour Red

· Douselon

· Hermitage

· Roses

	Trinidad and Tobago
	· Laventille
· Morvant

· Caledonia
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