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UNICEF IN KOSOVO LAUNCHES A CAMPAIGN ON “VIOLENCE AGAINST CHILDREN IN SCHOOLS”

On the 28th September the Ministry of Education, Science and Technology (MEST) and UNICEF in Kosovo launched a study on Violence against children in Schools and a campaign called “Talk Against Violence - For a Violence Free School” 

The conference was chaired and facilitated by children and young people. The Minister of MEST Mr. Agim Veliu and UNICEF Head of Office Mr. Robert Fuderich addressed the invitees. 
Every day, violence invades the lives of millions of children. Yet, violence against children remains a largely hidden phenomenon. The UN Secretary-General’s Study on Violence against Children, to be published in October 2006, is a groundbreaking effort to detail the nature and scale of violence against children globally. Using the latest research, the study looks at violence in five settings: the home and family; schools and educational settings; other institutional settings (such as orphanages); the community and on the streets; work situations. Led by Paulo Sérgio Pinheiro, former Secretary of State for Human Rights of Brazil, the study is being developed in close consultation with UNICEF, the World Health Organization and the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights. 

Kosovo took part in the Global Study. The MEST and UNICEF carried out research focusing on the prevalence of violence in schools. The research with children, parents and teachers found that violence against children is condoned. Corporal punishment is still an accepted practice in Kosovo’s homes and schools. Children say they sometimes deserve it for bad behaviour or academic failure and parents and teachers say it is necessary, to make children behave and learn. Evidently, there is widespread belief that “there is no other way.”

The threat of violence is near. Most children report that people close to them are perpetrators of violence.  Children who live far from school say they are afraid of traveling the distance because of the threat of peer violence. Most children say that boys are more at risk of physical violence, but girls are more at risk of verbal abuse. Overall, for children ages 6-11 years old, the street was perceived as the most violent place, with approximately 75 per cent saying violence happened there.  Twenty seven  per cent said the school was the scene of violent events and 12 per cent mentioned the home.  Thirty seven percent of older children considered violence against children in schools to be a widespread phenomenon in Kosovo. 

The causes are many. Interviewees cite social and economic deprivation as an underlying cause.  Some parents say that the violence of teachers against students can be attributed to lack of teacher training in new methods. Teachers also cite the media as major contributors to the rise of violence in society as a whole.
There is no one to turn to. While there are some support structures in place for child abuse and trafficking, there are few concrete measures to address the problem of violence against children in schools. There is also a tendency to ignore the problem rather than seek solutions, possibly because victims do not trust authorities and people sometimes fear they might only exacerbate the problem if they attempt to intervene. Some teachers  acknowledge that children have no one to turn to for help.

Children identify awareness-raising, harsh punishment of perpetrators and teacher training as possible solutions. Some parents say they rely on teachers to do professional jobs and believe their jobs include preventing violence against children while they are in school. Thus, both children and parents put a burden of responsibility on teachers.
Violence against children goes beyond the purely physical. Abuse, neglect and exploitation are also forms of violence. Children say that discrimination and humiliation hurt them deeply and leave a scar. Violence perpetuates poverty, illiteracy and early mortality. The physical, emotional and psychological scars of violence rob children of their chance to fulfil their potential. 
Education plays a central role in ending violence against children. Children have the right to be educated to help them build better lives – their school or other place of education must be violence-free so that they can learn. Violence is a part of school life for many children – all those responsible for education and training must send a clear signal that violence of any kind will not be tolerated. When teachers or other educators use physical or psychological violence to impose discipline on children in their care, they are teaching those children that violence is acceptable. That is a bad lesson. When children don’t feel safe at school, they are less likely to learn and more likely to play truant or drop out. Bullying is a form of violence even when physical force is not used. Name-calling, humiliation and threats damage a bullied child as surely as a slap or a kick.
The Head of UNICEF Office in Kosovo, Mr. Robert Fuderich says Ending violence against children is everybody’s business. When children suffer violence, society pays the price in the short, medium and long term. It’s a challenge for everybody, everywhere and it’s a challenge for Kosovo, its institutions and communities. Violence against children robs the Kosovo society of its potential for development, hindering progress towards the Millennium Development Goals. Kosovo has had enough violence! Let’s all together try to stop the cycle of violence in schools as it’s the best place to start.
The Minister of MEST, Mr. Agim Veliu says, schools in Kosovo should and will be a safe and attractive place for children. The MEST has introduced legal and administrative measures to stop and prevent violence. Therefore it is very concerning that violence occurs in a democratic society such as Kosovo. The MEST is making efforts to mobilise all the existing resources to make these measures functional in reality. The establishment and the work of Parent Teacher Councils as well as the engagement of parents in all education processes is very encouraging. We have also introduced reforms and the increase of quality of teaching which is a permanent objective of MEST and it influences the prevention of all forms of violence in education institutions. The Children’s councils in schools are improving the cooperation between students, teachers, parents and administrative staff. On the other hand our cooperation with an organisation such as UNICEF and other partners and donors, is a great support and leads us to a future in which we will not speak about violence any more.  
For more information: 

Arbena Kuriu, Child Protection Project Officer, akuriu@unicef.org, tel. 038 249 230/231/232, 044 261 779. 
Merita Jonuzi, Child Rights Officer, MEST, Merita.Jonuzi@ks-gov.net, tel. 044 423 724







