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UNICEF, GOVERNMENT PARTNERS, UN AGENCIES AND CIVIL SOCIETY GROUPS IN KOSOVO DISCUSS PROGRESS FOR CHILDREN                                                                                         

PRISTINA 07 December 2005 - Recent progress for Kosovo children in the fields of health, education, nutrition and protection will be reviewed with key actors from the Office of the Prime Minister and other branches of PISG, as well as UN agencies and civil society organizations in Pristina this week. 

The Advisory Office of the Prime Minister, the Ministries of Health, Education and Science, Youth Culture and Sports, Labour and Social Welfare as well as Civil Society Organisations and UN Agencies will participate in the UNICEF Annual Review on the 8th December at the Grand Hotel in Pristina.

 Participants will review major results achieved during 2005 in enhancing the situation of children in Kosovo and map out priorities and plans for 2006. Although an annual event, this is the first time the situation of Kosovo children will be measured against broader global progress towards children’s health and education in the context of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) as agreed by world leaders at the United Nations in 2000. In planning for 2006, it is anticipated that participants will be able to jointly plan for tangible improvement in the lives of all Kosovo children.

Despite advances made in the rehabilitation of Kosovo, child and maternal  mortality rates remain very high compared to neighbouring countries and few young children have the opportunity to attend any form of early childhood education. Children from minority communities such as Roma, Ashkalia, Egyptian don’t go to primary school .Many Kosovo children are exposed to working in the streets and are often involved in the worst forms of child labour and exploitation. Acute social exclusion, increasing secondary school drop out and the absence of job opportunities make young people particularly vulnerable to HIV/AIDS, trafficking and delinquency. Gender disparities and marginalisation of children with mental and physical disability persist. 
Mr. Robert Fuderich the Head of UNICEF Office in Kosovo says: 

In Kosovo there is a lot of good political will to ensure that children’s rights meet standards introduced by the international community. There is considerable progress made in improving the legislation but in order to make the legislation work for children we need to improve the practices and make sure that every child has access to quality health, education and other social services. We need to wholeheartedly support the government in providing the best possible start in life for all Kosovo children and ensure that children are placed at the heart of economic and social planning. 
UNICEF in Kosovo will pursue its work according to the priorities set within its programme plan 2005-2009 and continue to offer technical expertise to the Government in order to deliver results for children. 

For further information please contact:

Arbena Kuriu, Communication Officer, UNICEF: 038 249 230/231, akuriu@unicef.org 








