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UNICEF PUBLISHES A STUDY ON TRAFFICKING IN CHILDREN IN KOSOVO                                                                                                
Pristina 1st of  April 2005 -  UNICEF office in Kosovo together with representatives of the Office of the Prime Minister, Ministry of Labor and Social Welfare, UNMIK and NGOs, is launching a study on the situation of children victims of trafficking in Kosovo. 
Human trafficking represents a violation of human rights. Kosovo is currently a place of origin, transit and destination, as well as internal trafficking in girls and women for the purpose of sexual exploitation. 
The study “Trafficking in children in Kosovo” aims to give information about this problem in figures but also to analyse different forms of protection and assistance as well as the justice system available for children and women victims of trafficking in Kosovo.

The actors working on this field agree that the number of identified and assisted foreign victims has decreased over the past few years, while the number of Kosovar trafficked women and children is on the increase. Reasons for trafficking are different, but when looking into the family background of some of the victims it is clear that most cases come from very poor and dysfunctional families, with low education, and in many cases victims have already experienced domestic or sexual violence within the family. The findings show that many children victims of trafficking after reunification with their families, live in isolation from the rest of the community which makes them vulnerable to being re-trafficked. 

Mr. Robert Fuderich, Head of UNICEF Office in Kosovo says: 

The commercial sexual exploitation and abuse of children is nothing less than a form of terrorism.  Young lives and futures are destroyed and the moral fabric of society that condones such a practice erodes.  We hope this study serves as a wake-up call and brings this tragic violation of child rights to the forefront of discussions so that proper protection measures are put in place and implemented. Only by a concerted and united effort can we put an end to such inhumane activities. We must not let this sort of thing be tolerated for another moment. 
This study develops a set of recommendations to help government and non-government actors to improve the protection services for children victims of trafficking and those at risk of being trafficked.  
The study “Trafficking in children in Kosovo” is published in English, Albanian and Serbian. 
For further information please contact:
Arbena Kuriu, Asst. Communication Officer, UNICEF: 038 249 230/231, akuriu@unicef.org 







