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SESAME WORKSHOP EXTENDS BEYOND TELEVISION TO REACH                  

                       CHILDREN AND THEIR FAMILIES IN KOSOVO

(Pristina, KOSOVO, and New York, NY, September 28, 2007)  In a continued effort to reach thousands of children in Kosovo, Sesame Workshop, the non-profit educational organization behind Rruga Sesam (Albanian language) and Ulica Sezam (Serbian language), and UNICEF, launched a new initiative to extend important messages around diversity and understanding.  The organizations developed original Rruga Sesam/Ulica Sezam-themed storybooks, picture books, and facilitator guides, published in Albanian and Serbian, for distribution to children across the region.  The books debuted today with children and caregivers in Pristina at the Gëzimi Ynë Kindergarten and in Mitrovica at the Danica Jaramaz Kindergarten.
Each book features original adventures with the beloved Muppet characters and children learning about their local community and making new friends, and the facilitator guides provide creative tips to encourage literacy and parent-child interaction using both shows content and the new books.  All materials will be disseminated free of charge to preschools, family healthcare centers, women’s literacy centers in conjunction with women’s non-governmental organizations, community based early childhood education centers and parent/teacher organizations. The outreach materials consist of: 30,000 storybooks, 30,000 picture books and 7,000 facilitator guides printed in Albanian; 5,000 storybooks, 5,000 picture books and 3,500 facilitator guides printed in Serbian Cyrillic; and 3,000 storybooks, 3,000 picture books and 1,500 facilitator guides printed in Serbian Latin.
 
“In a region rich with diversity, but challenged by conflict, our mission is to reach as many children as possible with meaningful content,” said Anita Pasha, Albanian Content Director for Rruga Sesam.  “Like the Rruga Sesam television series, the outreach materials are designed to better prepare them for school and encourage them to develop a lifelong love of learning.”
“Since Ulica Sezam debuted in Kosovo, teachers in Serbian regions have shared with us their need for relevant materials that present sensitive social-emotional lessons,” said Jelena Ravnjak, Serbian Content Director.  “The beauty of the Muppet characters resides in the fact that they’re multi-colored, tall and short, wide and skinny, furry and feathered, and incredibly different from one another, yet all the same – learning to live and laugh together.  We are thrilled to extend their reach from the television directly into the classrooms and homes.”
Distribution began today with children, their parents, and teachers in both Pristina and Mitrovica kindergarten classrooms.  Sesame Workshop and UNICEF were joined by UNICEF’s Head of Office, Robert Fuderich as well as local celebrities.  In Pristina, actress and UNICEF’s local Good Will Ambassador, Yllka Gashi, who appeared in local TV show Familja Moderne, or Modern Family, participated in the efforts; and actress Zorica Jovanovic, who is known for her work in local movies and theatre performances, joined children and caregivers in Mitrovica, each reading the new story book Dita Ime e Parë në Shkollë/Moj Prvi Dan u Skoli, or My First Day of School, to children in their respective classrooms.  The events concluded with a brief presentation of the facilitator guide by Kozeta Imami, Early Childhood Education Officer for UNICEF, followed by an opportunity for the children to stand up and delight their audience with a performance of singing and dancing. 
Rruga Sesam and Ulica Sezam air throughout Kosovo on RTK, and are broadcasted regionally by Serbian language broadcasters TV Most Zvečan/Zveçan and TV Herc Štrpce/Shtërpcë. The series is produced by Sesame Workshop, in collaboration with local partner CMB.  Research ensuring the materials would be relevant to both children and caregivers throughout the region was performed in Albanian, Serbian, Roma and Bosnian communities.
Rruga Sesam and Ulica Sezam are made possible by the generous support of the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), and the Swedish International Development Agency (SIDA).  The new educational outreach materials were developed in cooperation with UNICEF, known internationally for providing humanitarian relief in emergencies and advocating for respect for children’s rights in developing nations, to bring outreach materials to this post-conflict region.
Sesame Workshop, a nonprofit organization, has a proud history of serving the needs of children and their families since its flagship program Sesame Street premiered in the U.S. in 1969.  The international adaptation of Sesame Street began in the 1970s, and today, over 30 localized versions are produced and seen in over 120 countries worldwide.
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