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Rural women vocational training needs and employment opportunities
UNICEF held a workshop on Wednesday 13th February 2008 to discuss the challenges that Kosovo’s women face due to high levels of illiteracy and lack of employable skills. The event aimed at discussing a recent study conducted by the Kosovar Stability Initiative (IKS) and supported by UNICEF on creating job opportunities for rural women. It was aimed at key stakeholders and possible partners and donors. The Minister of Education Science and Technology, Enver Hoxhaj, attended the workshop in support of gender equality and women’s education. 

Where does Kosovo stand in terms of gender equality? 

In Kosovo less than 10 per cent of children of preschool age have access to any form of education services, which makes school readiness for primary education even more difficult. Almost 20 per cent of students drop out from school before completing compulsory education and only 60% of RAE children attend education. Less than 50 per cent of girls who complete compulsory education continue secondary education. Illiteracy rates amongst women in some rural areas reach up to 15 per cent.

The timing is right

Kosovo is discussing the resolution of its political status and is aiming to join the European Community and reach the Millennium Development Goals which are expected to improve the quality of people’s daily lives. With only 9 per cent of women employed, Kosovo has a long way to go, both, in reaching the European standards and reaching the Millennium Development Goals. Real human development can never be achieved in any society without achieving equality between men and women at each level. 

In his introductory speech, Robert Fuderich said “While most residents of Kosovo have their eye on the political situation here. Many rural women are sitting at home without hope, without access to educational opportunities, without a livelihood that can bring their families out of poverty”.

Kosovo’s Commitment to women and children

In a response to the study, the Minister of Education Science and Technology Enver Hoxhaj committed Kosovo’s new Government to vocational educational training. He said that “the study is very hopeful and promising but we must not stop at identifying the causes, we must go further”. As such he stated that a priority for Kosovo and the Education sector in the coming year is to ensure that both formal and informal training are linked to the market economy. He publicly called for an evaluation and analysis of reforms conducted over the past 8 years in schools and higher education institutions to help establish a focus for the education sector at the next donor conference in June. Enver Hoxhaj also stated that he would work towards making 2009 the ‘Year of Lifelong Learning’.

Getting Kosovo’s women and children to Lisbon

The workshop opened with a welcome speech from Kozeta Imami, UNICEF’s education officer, followed by the UNICEF Representative, Robert Fuderich. Aferdita Spahiu, the Education Specialist for UNICEF Kosovo, then introduced the study and its context. She explained that the road to Lisbon was a reference to Kosovo joining the European Union. By making this reference Kosovo is showing a keenness to close the gap between the genders.

The research coordinator, Verena Knaus, then presented the findings of the report. She stated that “14 per cent of rural women are illiterate compared to 4 per cent of men in Kosovo” which highlights the gender disparity in Kosovo. 

The participants were asked to work in groups to come up with some policy recommendations for developing the capacity of women and education. These will be further evaluated and combined together to make a single list of policy recommendations for the Government.

The study will be launched later this year. It is expected to inform and support the development of a comprehensive policy on non-formal education and training. UNICEF also hope that collaboration among the providers of literacy, adult vocational training programmes and employment services will be forged to help rural women gain a footing in the labour market whilst maximising the benefit of the literacy programme.

For further information please contact:

Arbena Kuriu, Communication Officer, UNICEF: 038 249 230/231, akuriu@unicef.org 







