JORDAN STEPS AHEAD IN CHILD RIGHTS 
Jordan’s Third Report on Child Rights was launched in July under the patronage of Her Majesty Queen Rania. The Report highlights Jordan’s work in the fields of early childhood development, protection, and adolescent participation. It is the outcome of a collaborative national effort of 140 experts from governmental and non-governmental organisations headed by the Ministry of Social Development, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, National Council for Family Affairs and the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF). The report is an important monitoring and evaluation tool, and was submitted to the Committee on the Rights of the Child in Geneva. The Kingdom is the fourth country in the region to submit its third report. 
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The Jordanian Government’s efforts to protect the rights of the child are reflected in the Report. The

latter includes specific reference to proposed legislative amendments pertaining to children, policies,

programmes and strategies in line with the Convention on the Rights of the Child. What remains at this point is to implement recommendations of the Committee’s last report, which emphasized the need to submit the Convention to the Jordanian Parliament for approval and inclusion in the Official Gazette. This will ensure that the Convention is binding in a court of law.

The Committee also recommended that reservations to articles 14, 20 and 21 of the Convention be studied by national scholars with the aim of narrowing down these reservations to specific clauses. Jordanian civil society organisations have made similar requests. The right of a child to receive the nationality of her/his Jordanian mother was also debated with civil society organisations and non-governmental organisations. A request was made that the law be amended to grant this right to a child born to a Jordanian mother.

UNICEF GOODWILL AMBASSADOR RICKY

MARTIN VISITS CHILD SAFETY CENTRE IN

JORDAN
UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador Ricky Martin, visited Dar Al Aman in July. His visit to Dar Al Aman was part of the renowned celebrity’s commitment to fighting child abuse. Martin was also the guest of honour at the 25th [image: image2.png]»
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Arab Children’s Congress held in Amman in July. The celebrity has established the Ricky Martin Foundation for the benefit of children around the world, to improve their quality of life by supporting programmes and services that fulfill their rights. Dar Al Aman is the first child safety centre in the Arab region established  by the Jordan River Foundation (JRF) in August 2000. The Centre serves abused children and offers psychological, medical, social and educational services to address the multiple consequences of abuse on children and their families. 
JRF has partnered with UNICEF in combating child abuse and supporting families in their task of

nurturing children. Child protection, better parenting, early childhood development and adolescent

participation and empowerment are four main areas of cooperation between the two organisations.

REGIONAL VIOLENCE CONSULTATION CALLS FOR GREATER MONITORING MECHANISMS
“This has been a great experience. Arab children discussed issues of common concern. We all know what we want, and we have the responsibility to improve the situation of children. We can make a difference,” said Mahmoud As’ad (16), of the Regional Consultation on Violence Against Children held in Cairo this June. A total of 27 adolescents (14 girls and 13 boys) from nine countries participated alongside ministers, senior officials, and non-governmental organisations from across the Middle East and North Africa to develop ways to combat violence against children in the region. 
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Mahmoud was one among four adolescents part of Jordan’s delegation representing the Kingdom at the Consultation. The team was headed by the Family Protection Department, and included officials from the Jordan River Foundation, the National Council for Family Affairs, the Ministry of Health, Questscope, and the Jordan Society for Protecting Victims of Family Violence. Prior to the Consultation, the views of young people were captured through two online chats held in Amman and Cairo in preparation for the Consultation. On both occasions, participants from nine countries in the region met together in cyber space to discuss their views on violence, its causes and the best ways to combat it. 

Main recommendations developed during the Cairo Consultation included setting up follow-up mechanisms for reporting complaints in schools, institutions and in the home. These recommendations are in line with those proposed by the participating youth delegates who called for the greater monitoring of violence and the enforcement of laws, more initiatives to help child victims of violence, and raising awareness at all levels of society including through the media. 

The Regional Consultation was one of similar consultations currently taking place in different regions of the world. The purpose of these consultations is to feed recommendations generated from each meeting into the United Nations Study on Violence Against Children. The Study seeks to draw up a global picture of violence against children in an effort to combat the phenomenon. The Study is commissioned by the UN Secretary General and headed by Professor Paulo Sérgio Pinheiro. The final report will be launched in October 2006.
VOICES OF YOUTH CALL FOR SPACE ONLINE
In May, adolescents met in Amman and Cairo to discuss ways to Arabise UNICEF’s Voices of Youth (VOY) website and create a permanent space in which Arab youth can interact and exchange views, especially for those who do not speak English. According to Amber Oliver, VOY Coordinator, the site is primarily about children’s rights and allows young people to inform and express themselves through discussion forums. 
Jordanian adolescents welcomed the site as a youth-directed space. “There are a lot of sites where you can see what the people in charge think is important, not what we – adolescents – think is important,” said Farah (16). “It is nice to see a webpage for youths where we feel that we are discussing things that really matter to us in a mature way.”  
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Raising awareness and learning about different cultures were seen as an important function of the site. “Awareness in some communities is very limited. If youths are abused by their relatives, they think it is okay because they don’t know anything different,” said one 16-year-old participant. By reading the real life stories and experiences of others, these adolescents believe that they could learn more about their rights and ways of coping with difficult situations. Young people were eager to participate in developing the content of the website and moderating discussion forums. According to youth facilitator Eman Hourani (22), “It is important for young people to be involved not only in the planning stage, but throughout all implementation stages of this website.”
IMPORTANCE OF LISTENING TO YOUNG PEOPLE 
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With a focus on understanding how to achieve effective child participation, and on the importance of listening to young people and taking their views seriously, a regional training workshop on child participation was held in Jordan in July by the UNICEF Regional Office for the Middle East and North Africa.
The workshop addressed the issue of participation of children and young people as citizens with rights, and not merely as passive recipients of adult care and protection. The meeting brought together adults, young people and children to learn and debate on issues and challenges related to child participation. Government ministries, children and youth, and non-governmental .
organisations from the region participated. The workshop was funded by Sida Sweden in collaboration with Save the Children Sweden. Recommendations emphasized the need to follow up at local levels for strengthening skills in promoting participation, and to develop a core group of trainers and young facilitators on the participation of children and young people.
FUNDING REQUIRED: BETTER PARENTING 
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Early Childhood Development is important for a country like Jordan, where enrolment in preschools was less than 25% and has recently increased to 32%. So far, the UNICEF - supported Better Parenting Project has been implemented in more than 200 centres nationwide and reached over 70,000 caregivers throughout Jordan. The project has been praised for its low cost of reaching caregivers and their children, amounting to only US$ 3 per child. 

The project now seeks to build the capacities of parents, caregivers and service providers nationally with a focus on four governorates (Irbid, Zarqa, Mafraq and Amman) to provide children living in these governorates with a protective and stimulating environment in their homes and communities and to provide them with improved services that are family- focused, community-based and gender-sensitive. The project includes components that deal with the protection of children from abuse and neglect.UNICEF needs your help to reach more parents, caregivers and service providers and meet the growing demand for ECD. With approximately US$13 for each caregiver, the ECD programme can build capacities of government and non - govermental organisations and support parenting courses for 10,000 families and caregivers.

FAMILY COUNSELLING OFFICES: REDUCING THE IMPACT OF FAMILY DISPUTES ON CHILDREN
Mobilising the support of decision makers to pass legislation related to family counselling offices was the objective of a roundtable held in June on the importance of fa mily counselling offices. The event was organised by the National Council for Family Affairs, the National Centre for Human Rights, and UNICEF.
The family counselling offices’ by-law calls for having a unit in every Shari’a court to encourage families to resolve their disputes with the minimum psychological impact on family members, especially the child. The by-law calls for the court not to accept any case related to the family and child unless it has passed through these family counselling offices - a guarantee that at least mediation efforts have been made. 
Last year, Shari’a courts handled 11,000 cases related to the family and child. Such cases are not only putting enormous pressure on courts, but also on the family and child in particular. This roundtable is the first in a series of four to take place this year. It is the result of a long-term cooperation agreement signed between key partners in Jordan. The aim of this agreement is to raise awareness and to advocate for the amendment of legislation and the passing of others on the rights of the child and family by Parliament. All recommendations are in line with Islamic directives and teachings, and with international human rights standards.

MID-TERM REVIEW OF THE PROGRAMME OF COOPERATION BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF JORDAN AND UNICEF
“The current programme (of cooperation ) for the period 2003-2007 has been formulated, within the framework of Jordan’s identified national priorities aspiring towards the acceleration of socio-economic development,” said Minister of Planning and International Cooperation , Suhair Al-Ali. The Minister said this at the closing session of the mid-term review of the Programme of Cooperation between the Government of Jordan and UNICEF in September. 
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The review was the result of six months of dialogue among the Government, key partners and UNICEF to discuss achievements, strengths and challenges in the Programme. This is a mandatory requirement for all UNICEF country programmes worldwide.The actual process leading up to the mid -term review assessed to what extent the Programme is actually meeting its stated goals and objectives. Over 100 participants attended this event, and the Children’s Fund took note of what was said to make provisions for programmatic adjustments for the remaining cycle. Discussions focused on the five UNICEF Jordan programme components: Integrated Early Childhood Development, Protection, Adolescents Participation and Empowerment, Community Development, and the National Movement for Children and Monitoring of Rights. “The review process has been a positive and encouraging one, undertaken in a truly participatory manner,” said Anne Skatvedt, UNICEF Jordan Representative.

JORDAN CELEBRATES WORLD BREASTFEEDING WEEK
World Breastfeeding Week was launched in Jordan in August under the theme of “Breastfeeding and Family Foods”. The launch was patronized by Her Royal Highness Princess Muna Al-Hussein, and was organised by the Ministry of Health’s Mother and Child Directorate and UNICEF.
This year’s theme focused on continuing breastfeeding while introducing complementary foods after the child’s completion of the age of six months. The Country faces the challenge of increasing its exclusive breastfeeding percentage. 
The Mother and Child Directorate, in cooperation with Linkages, UNICEF, and the World Health Organsiation (WHO) has promoted breastfeeding in Jordan to increase the number of breastfed babies. Hospitals and health centres have also been empowered to support the Baby-friendly Hospitals Initiative. The Hussein Hospital in Salt was declared a Baby-friendly Hospital to mark World Breastfeeding Week this year. Other baby- friendly centres will be announced at a later stage. 
UNICEF JORDAN GIVES ITS ARABIC WEBSITE A “FACELIFT” 
The UNICEF Jordan Office launched its restructured Arabic website in Sebtemper. Visitors can now have easy access to the most recent activities supported by the Organisation in Jordan. [image: image8.png]


Statistics about the status of children in the Country are found on the site, in addition to detailed information about the programmes run by UNICEF in the Country.
Information about the various partners supported by UNICEF is readily available on the site, whether they are governmental or non-governmental organisations, civil society organisations, or from the private sector. Human interest stories are also a main component of the site, and reflect success stories in the different programmes.
Not only have the contents of the site been developed, but also the look: it has undergone a “facelift “similar to all other UNICEF offices in the world and can be accessed at www.unicef.org/jordan/arabic. For the past six years, UNICEF Jordan has had a site in both Arabic and English
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