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Signing of Agreement on Juvenile Justice
To ensure the protection and social reintegration of juveniles in Jordan, the Ministry of Social Development, the Royal Commission for Human Rights, and the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) Jordan Country Office signed a project co-operation agreement in June, 2002. 
The objectives of this agreement are to advocate for the improvement of legislation and guidelines dealing with children in conflict with the law, and to provide legal aid for children who are arrested, detained, or convicted to ensure their release. The aim is to build the capacities of social workers, law enforcement officers, and the judiciary in relation to international guiding principles for working with juveniles. 
The signing of this agreement will also forge a partnership with other concerned parties working with juveniles: The Ministry of Justice, the Public Security Department, MIZAN Law Group for Human Rights, the Victims of Domestic Violence Society, and Penal Reform International.
In Jordan, children in conflict with the law are exposed to new and more serious types of felonies during their custody or sentence, as they associate with other detained felons. Statistics indicate that 74 per cent of all juveniles arrests during 1995-1998 were for minor offences such as thefts, physical assault, or personal conduct.

The same above-mentioned statistics indicate that 56 percent of the total arrested juveniles were school students. The most common causes of delinquency in the Country are the ignorance of children of the ramifications of certain actions, delinquent friends, improper child- rearing practices, and poverty.
In August, the first activity of the agreement was implemented : Around 25 law enforcement professionals from the Ministry of Social Development, police, judiciary and members of non-governmental organisations(NGOs), graduated from a five-day training course on juvenile justice: the aim was to enable them to conduct and evaluate training workshops on the protection of children in juvenile justice. The participants also worked on adapting a preliminary draft of a training manual to be used as a guide in similar workshops in the future. 
Future activities highlighted in the agreement will focus on: providing legal aid for children arrested, detained, awaiting trial ,or convicted to ensure their speediest release; providing educational and rehabilitation activities for the girls in Al Khansa'a Detention Centre; supporting legislative reform to ensure the utmost protection for children in conflict with the law. 
UNICEF is committed to ensuring the special protection of the most disadvantaged children from all forms of violence and exploitation. Its involvement in juvenile justice stems from its conviction that alternative systems are needed for dealing with young offenders which focus on community-based solutions.

Psychosocial Support for Children Under Stress Workshop 
With the aim of building upon the joint efforts of the Ministry of Education and UNICEF in interventions for the reduction of psychological trauma on children, a three-day workshop took place in Amman for providing "Psychosocial Support For Children Under Stress" in June 2002.
Participants represented the Ministry of Education, the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Social Development, non-governmental organisations, and private sector counsellors .
In 1994, the Ministry and UNICEF started emergency preparedness programmes in schools to establish mechanisms to handle trauma and to lessen its impact on children. Co-opertion focused on the training of educators and the school community to be better prepared to provide the psychosocial support to children living under stress. This included the production of a manual for teachers and councillors to help the traumatised child. All schools have received training on disaster preparedness using this product. 
UNICEF takes specific interest in protection issues as it is mandated by the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) to ensure the special protection of the most disadvantaged children-victims of war, disasters, extreme poverty, and all forms of violence and exploitation.
Participants utilised newly developed manuals by the Centre for Crisis Management in Norway and national experts who have reviewed and adapted the material to suit the Arab culture. The recommendations of this workshop were integrated in the manuals.
These manuals have a wide outreach and scope of intervention for the capacity building of professionals working in the field. The ultimate goal is to develop outreach models and interventions that involve the local community.
UNICEF Launches Better Parenting Evaluation Report 
A Better Parenting Evaluation report was released in August 2002 by UNICEF at Abu Thar Al-Ghafari Committee in Jabal Al-Nassr (East Amman). 
Experts in Integrated Early Childhood Care and Development (IECD) from Iraq, Iran and Tunisia, as well as journalists participated in the launch and witnessed real life examples of better parenting sessions -Better Parenting is a component of IECD.
Her Majesty Queen Rania Al-Abdullah was the driving force behind the formulation of integrated ECD strategy in the country and the National Council for Family Affairs bears witness to Her Majesty's efforts: The Council is the implementing arm of Jordan's Early Childhood Strategy.
Jordan started implementing the Better Parenting Project in 1994. The project takes a holistic perspective on children's growth and development which sees children as whole beings, whose growth and development are supported within the context of the family, the community and the nation. The project has thus far been implemented in more than 100 centres and has reached over 16,000 participants throughout Jordan. 
The Better Parenting Project, as developed in Jordan, seeks to address the needs of parents of very young children (0-8 years) for basic information and support in child rearing, specifically in the areas of health, nutrition and psychosocial development.
The project is implemented by 13 entities including key ministries and non-governmental organisations and UNICEF. The Better Parenting evaluation puts the Better Parenting initiative within the Jordanian context, reports on findings and comes up with proposed recommendations: women participating in the Better Parenting sessions recommended that husbands and sons participate in parenting education sessions, for example. This indicated their concern that men's contributions to child rearing be addressed.
International research in developed and developing countries has provided incontrovertible evidence that early intervention services in support of healthy physical, mental, and social development have long-lasting positive effects on children's all-round development, on their performance in school, on their relationship with others, and on their productivity well into adult life.
The Consultative Group Annual Global Meeting on Early Childhood Care and Development
The Annual Global Meeting of the Consultative Group on Early Childhood Care and Development (ECD) took place in Amman under the patronage of Her Majesty Queen Rania Al-Abdullah. The event was hosted by the UNICEF Jordan Country Office in September, 2002. 
The Consultative Group is a consortium of agencies, donors, NGOs and foundations working actively in identifying gaps, critical issues and emerging areas of need and interest related to early childhood development. Their periodicals have immensely contributed to awareness raising and experience sharing amongst ECD professionals.
The aim of this three-day meeting was to critically review and share lessons learnt, findings , and the impact of the application and research of Integrated Early Childhood Development (IECD) nationally and globally.
Three years ago, Her Majesty Queen Rania challenged Jordanian Early Childhood Development specialists to design national strategies for the holistic care of the young. In response, the ECD taskforce worked on strategies for reforming the entire early childhood care system in the country which addresses the needs of children from inception up to the age of eight. 
The UNICEF Jordan Country Office supports IECD in Jordan, and this has been reflected in the development of legislation regarding IECD institutions to ensure optimal child development and growth, and the expansion of IECD services to promote family and community integration.
An important model of multi-sectoral co-operation between UNICEF and its thirteen partners is the Integrated Early Childhood Development Better Parenting Project. This is a community outreach approach of the parental education project that focuses on the health, physical, emotional, cognitive and language development of children from 0 to 6 years of age. So far, approximately 20,000 parents have been trained on Better Parenting practices in all areas of the Kingdom.

Field Visit to Ajloun Adolescent Girls' Centre 
In order to promote adolescent participation with a focus on girls, an agreement was signed between the Higher Council for Youth (HCY) and UNICEF Jordan Country Office in June. The agreement stipulates training for youth service providers to enhance their capacity in facilitating adolescent (boys and girls) participation. 
The ultimate objective of the training is to promote participatory approaches in adolescent programming and planning.
The Ajloun Adolescent Girls' Centre was taken as a model of all of the above: Based on an assessment of the Kingdom's 64 youth centres, conducted in 2001, it was found that the Ajloun Centre met the criteria to be a candidate for a model youth centre: it works for and with adolescent females, has the minimum required infrastructure needed for a model youth centre, and has committed staff and beneficiaries.
The agreement includes the training of young girls, and the capacity building of youth service providers, and HCY staff. Since the signing of this agreement around 2,000 youths and 500 service providers working with young people have received training. The aim is to have these trainees train others in their groups and to reach other youths and service providers. 

The agreement also stresses the empowerment of youths with basic life skills and healthy life styles. Adolescent girls and boys received training in basic life skills to enhance their participation and contribution in their communities. Special focus will be on promoting dialogue between parents and their daughters.

This agreement comes in preparation for a National Youth Strategy to be developed based on dialogue between adolescents, their families, and decision-makers. The strategy will focus on youth participation and development by promoting creativity, cultural and artistic expression.

Joint Press Release by the Jerusalem Forum and the UNICEF Amman Staff Association
Approximately JD 12, 000 was generated for the "Palestinian Child School Bag Campaign" as a result of a fundraising dinner held by the UNICEF Amman Staff Association and the Jerusalem Forum in Jordan in September 2002. 
Reverend Dr. Atallah Hana, official spokesperson for the Orthodox Church in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, was the guest speaker. He delivered his speech through a videotaped message from the Occupied Palestinian Territory (OPT). 
The event was attended by over 300 people who also had the chance to hear the vibrant voices of soloists from the "Voices of Palestine" choir, and a poetry recital by the famous Palestinian poet Haroun Hashem Rashid.
Since the outbreak of violence in OPT there has been a rapid and profound decline in the quality of life for children. Right now, children are paying the heaviest burden as this conflict persists. It must stop. 
More than 387 children under the age of 18 have been killed, at least 7,000 children have been injured and 530 children will experience long-term disability. This is a conflict between adults, children must be considered zones of peace and international humanitarian law must be respected. 
As the emotional health of children is being adversely affected, education is seen as a means of stimulating the minds of these children. For this reason, the UNICEF Amman Staff Association and the Jerusalem Forum have joined forces to raise funds for the back to school campaign. 
Strong efforts are being made by UNICEF in OPT to ensure that as many children as possible continue their learning by supporting remedial self-learning education projects and initiatives to keep children in school.
Approximately 12,000 children are continuing their education through remedial education projects initiated in the year 2000. 
The Jerusalem Forum has been very active in providing financial and in-kind support to the people of Palestine through various fundraising activities. In August 2002 it established a committee to support Palestinians and needy families, associations, and hospitals in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. The Forum was created in Amman 12 years ago with the aim of fostering love, co-operation and consolidating social relations.
This is not the first time that the UNICEF Amman Staff Association and the Jerusalem Forum work together: In June this year the Staff Association made a financial contribution to the Forum in support of needy Palestinian university students in Jordan. The UNICEF Amman Staff Association, in co-operation with other UNICEF staff associations from the region, has also been active in raising funds for needy Palestinian families in OPT.
The Palestinian Child School Bag Campaign has generated many financial pledges amongst which is a contribution from the spouses of the Arab Ambassadors in Jordan, as well as from UNICEF offices in Algeria, OPT, and Oman.
All are working together with a common message: If children are to enjoy their human rights and fundamental freedoms then the violence in OPT must end immediately.
