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Queen Rania Joins Leadership Initiative
Her Majesty Queen Rania Al-Abdullah accepted in November to join the UNICEF Global Leadership Initiative. UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy extended the invitation to Her Majesty during a meeting held with His Majesty King Abdullah II and Queen Rania in Aqaba.
By accepting this invitation Queen Rania now joins global leaders such as African statesman Nelson Mandela and children's champion Graca Machel in leading a new global movement of leaders committed to changing the way the world treats children.

The Leadership Initiative spearheads the Global Movement for Children. This Movement calls upon leaders in government, the private sector, civil society, and on children and youth to work together to go beyond words and make commitments as part of a global agenda for children for the first decade of the 21st Century.

Queen Rania patronised UNICEF's Regional Youth Forum in October which brought together 70 youth from 16 countries of the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region. The Queen delivered a keynote speech at the Forum's closing session saying that youth are the voice for and of change. The forum is part of the MENA region contribution to the Global Movement for Children. All these regional activities are in preparation for the UN General Assembly Special Session for Children (UNSSC) to be held in September 2001. At UNSSC countries are to review progress achieved in the past decade and agree on a future vision for children.
Global Movement for Children
As part of the Global Movement for Children the UNICEF Jordan Country Office invited a broad-based coalition of influential actors, decision makers and opinion leaders from different sectors of society to form the Friends of Jordanian Children (FJC) group to advocate for the better future of Jordanian children in the 21st Century. 
The first meeting of the Friends of Jordanian Children group took place in September 2000 at UNICEF House in Jordan. The following is a list of members:

- Judge Taghreed Hikmat (Head of the Management Team for the Jordan Family Protection Project)
- Mr. Laith Qassem (Director of the Young Entrepreneurs Association)
- Dr. Ra'eda Qutob (Advisor to Her Majesty Queen Rania Al-Abdullah)
- Dr. Nabil Sharif (Editor-in-Chief of Ad-Dustour Arabic Daily Newspaper)
- Dr. Sima Bahous (Executive Director of Noor El-Hussein Foundation) 
- Ms. Suhair Al-Ali (General Manager of Citibank) 
- H.E. Senator Leila Sharaf
- H.E. Senator Subhieh Ma'ani 
- Dr. Costante Muzio (UN Resident Coordinator and UNDP Representative)
- Ms. Zein Hayek (Social Policy Analyst/Ministry of Planning)
- Mr. Frank Gillis (Director of Canada Fund) 

This was the first initiative for the Global Movement for Children in the Middle East and North Africa Region. The aim is to bring about change for children within one generation in three areas: Early childhood development, quality basic education, and adolescence. 
Second Youth Forum-Promoting Opportunities
for Adolescents in Jordan 
The Second Youth Forum took place in Amman in September at Theodor Schneller School, in East Amman. Approximately 170 youth worked together for four days and came up with 10 project ideas. These projects included eliminating gender discrimination and encouraging girls' education, empowering youth and making parents more aware of youth issues. Suggestions were made on ways of developing youth skills, constructive use of free time, promoting vocational education and subsequent job seeking in non-academic profession. 

Clad in UNICEF T-shirts emblazoned with the slogan "It is Our Right to Participate and Express Ourselves" girls and boys aged 14-20 years gave a perspective of young people's needs and priorities. They presented their vision and practical ideas for promoting their own participation in shaping the future and the national agenda. They did so at the Forums concluding session in the presence of Her Royal Highness Princess Basma Bint Talal, decision makers and officials working with and for youth.
Around 30 young facilitators aged 17-23 years had been trained in communication and facilitation skills. 

UNICEF organised this event in co-operation with the Princess Basma Women's Resource Centre under the project title Promoting Opportunities for Adolescents in Jordan.

Minister of Education Khaled Touqan responded immediately to some of the proposals made: He said that the Ministry together with the Ministry of Youth was planning to open schools after school hours to allow students to practice extracurricular activities. The Minister shared plans for the Tawjihi national examination and disclosed that 20,000 computers would be provided to schools across the Kingdom.
The Second Youth Forum is part of UNICEF's three-year project Adolescents in Jordan with a Focus on Girls. Last year the First Youth Forum and a Future Search Conference took place. Then, youth shared their views, needs and vision for the future, and came up with plans of action where Jordanian youth could be active members of society. 
Mid Term of Review
The Mid Term Review (MTR) of UNICEF's program of co-operation with the Government of Jordan took place in October. The MTR was patronised by Her Majesty Queen Rania Al-Abdullah and organised jointly by UNICEF and the Ministry of Planning. The latter is signatory to the Master Plan of Operations which details UNICEF's work in Jordan.
The overall objective of the MTR was to evaluate with major partners and counterparts, the first half of UNICEF's 5-year programme cycle (1998-2002). Within this program cycle UNICEF supports four rights based programmes: Children and Women's Rights, Health, Education and Community Empowerment. Additional programmes concerning Adolescents and Anti-Tobacco started in 1999.

A series of sectoral assessment activities led to this one-day meeting. The MTR enabled all concerned parties to take an in-depth look at UNICEF's program cycle achievements and constraints to build on the successes and learn from constraints. Government partners, as well as Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs) and UN counterparts were part and parcel of the MTR Process. 
The outcome of the assessments were presented by the various counterparts during the one-day MTR meeting. A summary of the main issues discussed and agreed on was also presented. Accordingly, provisions were made for midcourse adjustments.

The meeting was attended by government bodies, national and international NGOs, UN agencies and donors.




My Experience 
By Uvinie Hettiaratchy 
UNICEF's Internship Programme aims to expose individuals to the organisation's work and to broaden the intern's horizons through practical work experience. Uvinie Hettiaratchy (16) worked as an intern at the UNICEF Jordan Country Office during her school holidays.

The following essay details her experience. 
"Waking up that morning, I couldn't help feeling a bit queasy. It was going to be my first day working as an intern at the UNICEF Country Office, and I had no idea what to expect. 

First of all, although my father had been working at UNICEF for the past few years of my life, I realised that I really had no idea how UNICEF worked or what exactly it did. I was pretty much in for a surprise. Working at the Communication Section was exhilarating and different. I never knew that there was a journalistic side to an organisation such as UNICEF. Helping getting articles done, correcting publications, and going through press releases showed that there was an entirely different side to the organisation. There was as much interaction with the general public as there was with important ministers and leaders. After attending some workshops, I also got the feeling of how much work was put into organising such events. It was interesting to see how important people from around the world convened to come up with solutions to common problems. It restored my faith that there was hope for change and there was hope for world understanding and peace. It also made me feel good that I was part of something great and honourable. Being part of such an organisation, although for a brief time, meant a lot to me. I realised that UNICEF was really a non-profit organisation that was there for the betterment of the most disadvantaged. I realised how much time and effort was being spent to help people recognise the danger of AIDS, world poverty and hunger, and lack of immunisation. 

Being a youth myself, I realised the importance of youth awareness. Through my internship, I have helped send across part of a message; the message that women and children everywhere deserve the best of education, health, and life. I would just like to say thank you for your patience and your support throughout my internship and most of all, thank you for helping me understand that message." 
CONDEMNS VIOLENCE, REGRETS DEATHS OF CHILDREN IN MIDEAST 
Statement by UNICEF Executive Director
Carol Bellamy
UNICEF strongly supported UN Secretary-general Kofi Annan's call in October for a negotiated end to the conflict that continues to rage in the West Bank, Gaza and Israel. UNICEF is deeply concerned about the continuing loss of life, especially among children, and calls upon the adults of the region to do everything in their power to protect minors and to reach a negotiated end to violence.

Children under 18 have been killed and injured in the conflict. Such violence threatens the most basic rights of children Ð the rights to survival, healthy development, and general well-being.

UNICEF is concerned that a failure of negotiations could lead to increased peril for all the children of the region. Both Palestinian and Israeli children have been promised peace for too long to let it slip away now. UNICEF continues to believe that if conflict can be held in check, these young people have the power and potential to build the better future to which they are entitled. 

UNICEF has been promoting programmes for Palestinian women and children throughout the region since 1981. Since the beginning of the peace process in 1993, UNICEF has been working from its Jerusalem office to build trust and encourage dialogue among children and adolescents the new generation now coming to adulthood. 

Even amid the current conflict UNICEF continued to work with its partners in the West Bank and Gaza, focusing on providing emergency medical supplies; training volunteers to conduct psychosocial counselling to help families deal with conflict-associated trauma; and supporting adolescents in their own efforts to make peace. 
All these efforts are already underway. But until the adults of the region take responsible action, children and youth will continue to suffer injury, loss of life, and lasting trauma.
