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EDUCATION IS A PRIORITY FOR REFUGEES
Around 280 children aged 3-18 years living within “No-Man’s Land” (between the Jordanian and Iraqi borders) have not had access to education since September 2004. According to the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the failure to meet the educational needs of these children is a violation of their rights and decreases their chances of successful and better lives in the future. 

UNICEF, UNHCR and CARE International are looking into ways of improving the educational situation in “No-Man’s Land”. CARE International recently resumed its programme in “No-Man’s Land” that was halted in September due to security reasons.
Cooperation with many other partners will be necessary to alleviate the plight of these children. Key challenges include gaining official recognition for education programmes, developing incentives for teachers and finding ways to make school attractive to the refugee children who often work as day labourers loading and unloading trucks. 

UNICEF is also supporting the educational needs of children in the Ruweished Camp inside the Jordanian border (Camp A). UNICEF has been providing psychosocial and educational services in this camp since the arrival of the refugees in Jordan in 2003. There are currently 130 Palestinians and other third country nationals living in Ruweished. 
There are a further 206 Iranian Kurds, including 38 women and 35 children, living just inside the Iraqi border. They receive humanitarian assistance from UNHCR and the Hashemite Charity Organisation.

A DIGITAL SCREAM
After 27 days of scripting, filming and editing, 25 youths produced an Internet documentary on children who work to support their families. These youths came from Souf, Hoson and Irbid Refugee Camps (North) to participate in a digital media project under the supervision of producer Bashar Sharaf in collaboration with UNICEF.

The documentary was a way for these youths to express themselves. According to Ali (17), a participant from Souf Camp, “This documentary is a personal scream – through this film, we wanted to reach out, make people living outside the camp know of our issues.” Youths chose to portray the issue of having to work to support their families and what it meant to them. “Am I a child or a man? I am a child by age and a man at work,” explains Ali.  
Many of the youths who have to work to support their families often feel marginalised and that they are looked down upon by other young people who do not have to work. “When I work, and young people pass in front of me, they look at me as though I were different from them. I want this film to show that I have feelings and am no different from other kids who don’t have to work,” emphasised Areej (16). 
Souf Camp is an official refugee camp established in 1967 under the umbrella of the Department of Palestinian Affairs. It has 17,000 inhabitants; 3,400 are youths aged between 15-18 years.
“This project has strengthened my personality and self-esteem, it has helped us make new friends, express ourselves, and make people listen to us,” concluded Haneen (15). 

BETTER PARENTING TRAINING
Around 500 caregivers graduated from the Better Parenting programme in Al-Naser (East Amman) in April. This brings the total number of parents, service providers and educators who have been trained in Better Parenting throughout East Amman to 3,600. Better Parenting sessions are an important component of the UNICEF-supported Integrated Early Childhood Development (IECD) Programme. 
UNICEF has been working in partnership with 16 governmental and non-governmental agencies in the field of early child development. This approach has allowed the programme to be implemented at all levels, national, governorate and community and facilitated the training of 50,000 mothers, fathers and caregivers in Better Parenting all over the Kingdom since 2000. 
Early Childhood Development policies and practices seek to strengthen the capacity of the family to care for its children. Mothers, fathers, and caregivers are critical partners to ensuring a good start in life for children. Islamic Sharia and the Convention on the Rights of the Child clearly state that every child has the right to a good start in life. 
Her Majesty Queen Rania’s continuous efforts in this field have resulted in the development and adoption of the Kingdom’s national Early Childhood Development strategy. 
The challenge faced by the Integrated Early Childhood Development Programme today is to expand its partnerships, foster ownership by governmental and non-governmental agencies, promote coordination at the governorate level, and encourage the community to take an active role. The support of policy-makers is very important particularly in the capacity building of staff and in the allocation of budgets for early childhood care and development. The steps taken by the Ministry of Education in establishing pre-schools attests to the lead role the Ministry has.

STANDARDS TO SAFEGUARD CHILD DEVELOPMENT
In order to set standards and indicators for Early Childhood Development which are culturally appropriate and nationally accepted, 80 child development professionals came together at a workshop organised by the National Council for Family Affairs and UNICEF in February. This activity is in line with Jordan’s Early Childhood Development Plan of Action for 2003-2007. The Plan of Action operationalises the country’s strategy to achieve balanced, comprehensive development for children and to provide them with protection and the appropriate environment for their growth and development. 
The workshop was a continuation of extensive research and technical meetings that took place last year to develop child development standards, indicators and benchmarks to ensure their appropriateness. 
Early Childhood Development standards are measures that a country adopts to define the level of knowledge and skills expected of its young children at various stages of their development. They guide the development of curricula, parenting programmes and teacher training and formulate the benchmark upon which countries can evaluate the impact of its programmes on children. 

Jordan, under the leadership of Her Majesty Queen Rania, has become a pioneer in Early Childhood Development in the region. Early Childhood Development indicators and standards can be used to ensure that Jordan is on track in meeting its obligations to its young. They will form the basis for a national monitoring system to periodically measure child development in Jordan.

YOUTH AS ACTIVE AND HEALTHY PARTICIPANTS
The first Jordanian National Youth Strategy was launched in February under the patronage of His Majesty King Abdullah II. The Strategy was developed with input from youth and identifies them as key participants in decision making and development in the country. It covers nine sectors, including health, education and training, civil rights and citizenship, participation, and information technologies and globalization. 
As a result, a strategy for the promotion of adolescent health was developed by the Ministry of Health in collaboration with UNICEF. It outlines the key objectives for supporting young people’s health needs for increased access to medical assistance and a plan to substantially improve overall health standards at the national level. The awareness and prevention of HIV/AIDS, smoking and drug abuse are some of the strategy’s priorities. 
The strategy for adolescent health promotion was shared in March with major decision-makers and concerned parties. These included ministries, local and international donor organisations, with a particular focus on national health and education authorities. The aim is to integrate initiatives with potential partners from the health sector and ensure the progressive implementation of the strategy in the country.

FUNDING REQUIRED: WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT
With the goal of enabling communities to secure the rights of their children, youth and women, UNICEF seeks to expand its Community Development Programme in two unofficial Palestinian refugee camps in Jordan, Al-Shallaleh in Aqaba (South), and Madaba (Central).
Al-Shallaleh, with a population of 20,000, is a disadvantaged community in Aqaba. It suffers from high rates of poverty and unemployment, as well as many environmental, social, and health problems related to overcrowding. 
Madaba’s unofficial Palestinian refugee camp was established in 1956 as an unofficial camp to house the overflow of Palestinian refugees. Its current population is 5,500. 
With $270,000, UNICEF’s Community Development Programme will be able to build the capacities of local committees and community-based institutions, enabling them to identify the priorities for women and children and take collective action to address them. A key objective of the project is to change attitudes and priorities of local decision- makers in favour of the needs and rights of women and children. A key outcome is to secure women’s empowerment and the community’s ability to lead the empowerment process in the future. 
Can you help? Please contact the Communication Section at 
Tel.: 553-9977 
Email: amman@unicef.org
NEW UNICEF WEBSITE

UNICEF Jordan recently re-launched its website with a new global look. You can check out the website and find out more about UNICEF programmes and partners in Jordan at www.unicef.org/jordan .
UNICEF has also launched its global website in Arabic ( www.unicef.org/arabic ). Director of the

UNICEF Division of Communication, Sharad Sapra, presented the website to regional and international media in Dubai in April. The new online resource provides Arab readership with quick reference material, online news and up-to-date information on global issues related to UNICEF’s mandate promoting children’s rights.
UNICEF PLEDGES HALF A MILLION JORDANIN DINARS TO EARLY CHILDHOOD AND PROTECTION
Continuing a successful partnership for child protection and development, then Minister of

Social Development, Riyad Al Karaki, and Anne Skatvedt, UNICEF Representative in Jordan,

signed the 2005 work plans for the Integrated Early Childhood Development (IECD) and Protection Programmes in February. UNICEF has contributed a total of JD 461,000 in 2005 for both programmes. The IECD Programme was allocated JD 300,000 to support national efforts in providing a stimulating environment for child growth and development. Its focus is on supporting families and caregivers with the required knowledge and skills, and building the institutional capacities of the Programme’s partners.

The Protection Programme was allocated JD 161,000. Its work lies in enhancing the legislative

environment concerning children and building the institutional capacities of professionals working

with children who are victims of violence. The programme also supports initiatives and policies

that reintegrate children deprived of parental care and children in conflict with the law back into their families and communities.

UNICEF WELCOMES NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Ann M. Veneman, former U.S. Secretary of Agriculture, assumed the leadership of UNICEF in May, becoming the fifth Executive Director to lead the UN children’s agency in its 60-year history.
“It is a great honour to have the opportunity to lead UNICEF, which is truly one of the world’s great institutions,” Ms. Veneman said Monday on her first official day at UNICEF headquarters in New York. “Too many children in the world face hardships and challenges that should never be a part of childhood. I look forward to continuing UNICEF’s mission of serving children around the globe.”

Veneman, who was appointed by UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan to succeed outgoing Executive Director Carol Bellamy, said that among her top priorities will be ensuring that UNICEF works to advance the Millennium Development Goals. “The Millennium Development Goals reflect the wishes and the will of governments around the world,” Veneman said. “And because they place such important emphasis on the well-being of children, UNICEF has a vital role to play in helping meet the goals.”  
Key to UNICEF’s continued success will be strengthening existing partnerships and building new collaborations with governments, fellow UN agencies, non-governmental organisations, faith-based groups and communities, Veneman said. “Strengthening our collaboration with partners around the world can advance the goals of reducing poverty, malnutrition and disease, as well as helping to protect children from abuse and violence,” she said. 

Having directed one of the largest and most complex departments of U.S. government, Veneman arrives at UNICEF with vast experience in leading a far-reaching global agency that engages with thousands of partners and governments.
As the 27th Secretary of the U.S. Department of  Agriculture prior to joining UNICEF, she directed a department of 111,000 employees; a programme level of $113 billion that would rank sixth-largest if it were a U.S. corporation; and one of the most diverse and challenging missions in government.

During her tenure, the Department of Agriculture (USDA) for the first time received a clean financial audit, a status it then attained three years in a row. While at the USDA, Veneman directed programmes that included school meals, nutrition assistance and nutrition education, foreign food aid, and development assistance both at home and abroad. Much of Veneman’s career has been focused on child nutrition, public health, and alleviating hunger, including new approaches to help fight malnutrition around the world. She previously served in various positions at USDA and in California state government, and has practiced law in Washington, D.C. and in her home state of California. Ms. Veneman earned her bachelor’s degree in political science from the University of California, Davis; a master’s degree in public policy from the University of California, Berkeley; and a juris doctorate degree from the University of California, Hastings College of Law.

WELCOME TO NEW PROGRAMME OFFICERS AT THE JORDAN COUNTRY OFFICE

UNICEF Jordan has the pleasure of welcoming Randa Nubani, our new Monitoring and Evaluation Officer, and Jumana Haj-Ahmad, our new Adolescents Officer. Prior to joining UNICEF, Randa was the Monitoring and Evaluation Manager at the Euro Jordanian Action for the Development of Enterprise (EJADA). Jumana, who joins the office in June, was the Assistant Project Officer of the Development and Participation of Adolescents Programme at the UNICEF Occupied Palestinian Territory Office in Jerusalem – Welcome Randa and Jumana!

