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SPEECH  BY  UNICEF REPRESENTATIVE , BERTRAND BAINVEL

LAUNCH OF THE 2006 REVISED EDITION OF THE “PATHWAYS TO PARENTING: a Caribbean Approach “, November 8, 2006

UNICEF is very pleased to be associated with the production and the launch of the Pathways to Parenting manual.

Parenting is actually one of the 5 strategic areas that CARICOM, UNICEF and partners have identified to promote early childhood development across the Caribbean- the other four being: advocacy and resource mobilizations, policy development and definition of standards, monitoring and evaluation, and knowledge generation.

Demand for improved parenting practices is high indeed in the region. For example the migrant communities of Guatemalan Mayan people living lose to the Belizean borders have health, language, water and sanitation challenges to the development of their small children, whereas throughout the region in the major cities parents struggle to protect their children’s development in the face of increasing crime and violence. Throughout the region parents need support in managing the effects of HIV AIDS.

Recent research published in the Lancet and the British Medical Journal cite research in Jamaica as evidence of what works effectively in parenting interventions with children in the first three years of life – information and support to parents, home visiting on a weekly basis to support parents, learning resources for their children.  National longitudinal research in Jamaica and also the results of the PIOJ-led Survey of Living Conditions special module on parenting and child development have indicated the major impact of stress on the job of parenting, particularly when combined with poverty, low maternal education and un-stimulating home learning environments.  We have the evidence on which to build effective programmes, and we are aware of the scale of the problem in all our countries in the region. 

With this research evidence available in the region, it gives me great pleasure to acknowledge the high standard of this training material produced by Parenting Partners Caribbean.  It is heartening to see such a project come to fruition reflecting the experiences, approaches and cultural variations of this diverse region.  The information is up to date and the methodologies are participatory and fun. It addresses the particular needs along the critical phases of development throughouth childhood from 0 to 18. And it also very firmly and systematically addresses gender issues associated with child development and parenting practices. 

I urge Parenting Partners Caribbean to encourage teachers, community health aides and early childhood workers to use these materials in their own training as well as agencies concerned directly with the training of parents.  

But we also know that additional interventions need to be put in place to empower parents and help them optimize the development of their children. Yes we do need to help them improve their own parenting practices, but we also need to put in place necessary assistance whether it is psychological, social or economic to help them do a better job. This is with this in mind, that UNICEF is willing to assist countries like Jamaica in the formulation of a national policy on parenting.
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