Mahtab Keramati’s speech

Children are the only ones left from a forgotten era when humans lived with affection. Now at a time when wars and arms are targeting the tiny remnant of such affection, it is children who remind us with their innocence that affection and kindness is the sole protector of happiness.
In our world where the game of adults is that of death and destruction and the only rule is violence, why should humans involve children who, regardless of any rules, want to be kind and innocent? They don’t understand the ruthless logic of the adult world.
The sky of affection is not always blue. What about the children who work, the children of war, refugee children, hungry children, children in prison?

It is everyone’s desire to ensure children survive and it is the duty of everyone to spread kindness to children. Protecting children who are deprived of kindness helps prevents a future which is already ahead of us.

If we give back to children the kindness they’ve been deprived of, we can remain immune from violence in the future.

My job is to play roles. I can never play the role of a child since I left my childhood behind years ago. But I would like to enter their world, because there are many children who are thirsty for kindness but are deprived of it. It’s going to be difficult, but I hope they will let me in.

I am honoured to act as a goodwill ambassador for UNICEF and through this organization, to be able to support children in Iran and outside of the country.
