¡Con los niños sí se gana! 
We Always Win With Children! 
By
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Mythical country and cradle of one of the most developed civilizations in the history of humanity, Peru is once again, after 47 years, the central scenario for the oldest international competition in the history of football: the COPA AMÉRICA.  In its 2004 version, the grand event has convened twelve nations that are representative of the continent discovered by Christopher Columbus.


Thus, the most popular of sports will once again bring millions of fans not only the pleasure and passion produced when a football rolls, but also the series of humanistic messages that are inspired by this beautiful game – raised by the will of millions of human beings to the category of grand cultural ceremony.


That’s how the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) has understood it.  Together with the South American Football Confederation (CONMEBOL), it has decided to dedicate the upcoming football sports fiesta to the children of the country of the Incas and Viceroys.


We are witnesses, from time to time, to disputes among sports writers, specialists and fans from all latitudes as to the origin, paternity and beginnings of this thrilling practice we call football.  However, there should be no enigma or mystery about it, since this recreational need of humans (both men and women) develops early: as soon as the fetus leaves its embryonic form it begins to give little kicks in the pregnant woman’s womb.  To these “little kicks in the mother’s womb” as a sign of life and way of communicating, all mothers on earth can attest.  It also could help us to explain why football has become the most important communication phenomenon in the XXI Century.


Football as a competition that unites peoples, since long ago, since the beginnings of world-level competitions, has been a vehicle for joy and pride for all those born on this continent. Throughout time young players from Uruguay, Brazil and Argentina have shown the rest of the world – with the beauty, intelligence and power of their game – that these lands are inhabited by people who are capable of achieving the most challenging feats and reaching the most difficult goals.  These players’ extraordinary conquests contributed to the spectacular growth of its popularity, and to their being considered, particularly by children, to be the true heroes of our time.  There is no doubt about it.


Football, like life itself, might well be compared with a great battle in which, in order to be triumphant, health, strength, and intelligence are indispensable.  So it is axiomatic that, every day, football and life’s other activities demand due attention to that marvelous human reserve constituted by the very youngest children.  They are the ones who, in the long run, are the promise of a tomorrow without shadows or defeats.  Football, the magic sport whose grand fiesta begins on July 6 in Lima, should help us to meditate on the words of that extraordinary German poet, Rainer Maria Rilke, who asserted that “deep inside we are not from any country, we all belong to the country of childhood”.


This Copa America that will serve, through the magic of football, to bring the peoples of our continent closer together, could well lead us to a profound reflection: that in the good game we all participate, and that the only way to keep from being sidelined from the victories is to bet – from very early age – on our children. Showering them with care, with love, with passion and time.  In this game you don’t lose. On the contrary: with children we always win.

Emotion, beauty, art, poetry – football has all of that when you play for the love of the team.  Let’s love our children, and the goals will come by themselves.  So, this Copa America might well serve for us to head for the game thinking about our children and our country.  Deep down, they are the same thing, what we love the most.  The popular intuition, a great font of universal wisdom, has coined a phrase that says it all: “goals are love”.

