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The dead were lifted out of houses on their sleeping mats, their mats wrapped around them and they
were deposited in one great pit at a place called Vaimea.

This scene was replayed time and time again as the Spanish Flu pandemic ravaged the islands of
Samoa for two months from November, 1918 as reported in the press during that time.

The highly contagious virus spread rapidly around the islands of Samoa. As people breathed, coughed
and sneezed, the virus infected people without warning.

The outbreak was called “Spanish Flu” because Spain was the first country to report the virus. It
recorded the highest number of deaths within the shortest period of time allegedly killing around 8
million people.

In the Pacific, the deadly virus was believed to have been carried into the region onboard the SS
Talune, which anchored in Apia on 7 November 1918. In less than two months after the arrival of the
ship more than 7542 people were dead, almost 25% of the entire population of Samoa.

The SS Talune had anchored in Auckland in preparation for the voyage to the Pacific. Two weeks before
its departure, the SS Talune was joined in Auckland by a ship from Vancouver that carried a large
number of passengers and crew horribly sick with flu. Some of the ill died on board during the journey.
Those surviving were admitted to Auckland Hospital whilst some remained isolated onboard.

Two weeks later, the SS Talune called at ports in Samoa, Fiji and later on Tonga and Nauru, carrying
goods as well as flu-stricken people on board. As a result, it left a wake of death and destruction in
the countries that it called on.
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PUBLIC
NOTICE

In view of the soverity of the preseat

Epidemic of Influenza

and itr eeder that all ciforts may be contentrated on the
stamping out of the diseasy, lhe local Board of Health,
after conseltution with Kingston Medical Snciely and the
Maover, has enacted that after Oct. 161k, usd unkil further
nafuce,

1. Theatre: snd h‘nnrgg Plelure [louses [
closed and remain closed

2. Chizrehes and Chapels of oll denominmtinns shall
he closed and remain closed un Sundays.

2. Al Schools, Public ar Frivate, mciuding Sunday
Sehisals, shall close and remain closed.

4, Hespitals shall be clased Lo visitors

5. No public shall be admitted la courls except thoee
wisential to the prosecution of the caxer calledl

B. The Baasd advizes the public mest atrangly nat
1o crowd inte street cars and 1o avesd a8 much a3 pessible
uny rrawded brain or an sesembly of sey hiod,

" Provision: huve been made by the Kingston Medi-
eal Socicty whereby all coves appiying lor aasitance will
reccive the sames sither by registersd practitioners or by
Fnal year medical stodente acting  wnder  inslructions.
Therefore wvery case of illness thould sond ina call to

physician. ;
A, R. B, WILLIAMSON,
Madical Health Otlicer.

shall
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Fiji is thought to have lost about 9,000 people,
5% of the island’s total population, Tonga may
have lost 16% and Nauru 6%.

Guam also experienced a terrible blow of the
outbreak after a military transport ship arrived
in October 1918 from Manila, carrying with
it flu-infected passengers. Within a month,
about 5% of Guam'’s total population died of
this deadly flu.

Tahiti was also badly struck by the flu epidemic,
reportedly losing one fourth of the population.

In the two years that this pandemic ravaged
the earth, a fifth of the world’s population was
infected. Unlike other pandemics, which mainly
affected the elderly, the Spanish flu was most
deadly for people aged 20 to 40.

The Spanish flu outbreak appears to have
occurred in three waves: the first was from
May to July 1918, the second wave during
September to December 1918 and the third
wave from February to April 1919. The largest
number of deaths was recorded in the second
wave. There are indications that the virus may
have become less severe over time: countries
that were able to delay the introduction of the
virus by a few months tended to have lower

mortality rates.

(The Pacific Perspective has been adapted from Kupu, S. 2005. PPHSN guidelines for influenza
preparedness and control and influenza pandemic preparedness. Noumea, New Caledonia:

Secretariat of the Pacific Community.)

In 1918, children
skipped to the

rhyme:

I had a little bird

Its name was Enza

I opened the window
And in-flu-enza




A Military Doctor’s Account

Excerpts of copy of a letter found in Detroit by Professor N R Grist (Glasgow) published in the British
Medical Journal of 22-29 December 1979:-
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