Photographers, anchors and reporters in the making  
Pre-convention trainings for Peer Educators

New Delhi, 26 May 2008:  Recognizing participatory methodologies and inter-personal communication as powerful processes to engage with youth, a series of photo documentation workshops as the first phase of the pre convention trainings for peer educators were organized with select peers from the districts of Surat, Bangalore Urban and Purulia.  
These workshops were organized in the respective districts from 6th to 20th May 2008.  Equal numbers of male and female peers of about 10 each were selected from the three districts that had a story to tell.  
The intensive four day course work included understanding the camera, staying focused on the issue to be captured, the in’s and out’s of indoor/outdoor shoots, editing images, building stories through these images and conveying key messages in the illustrative form.  
The workshops provided an opportunity for the peers to document some of their own work and tell their own stories through pictures with the intension to capture nine photo case stories across the three districts to be show cased in the live market/exhibit area during the national convention to be held at the Ecumenical Christian Centre, Bangalore from 28-30 May 2008.
The second phase of the pre convention training, to be held on 26th and 27th May, will include an intensive add-on two day training, and will include: 
· Effective photography to the trained peer photographers who will capture the entire proceedings of the three day national convention; 
· Effective writing for documenting and publishing a daily convention newsletter, and
· Effective facilitation and compeering to anchor the youth panel discussions.  
Pre-convention trainings will be provided to selected peers by experienced and skilled resource professionals who have been invited to the national convention of Peer Educators.
