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Media Voices 

children are smacked far less than when we were young;  
they as well as we know their rights 

 
Voices of teachers in Nicaragua (2008) evaluating  

the role of the media in turning around this classroom behaviour1

 
Journalists are often the champions of human rights. Not only do they often give voice to 
public opinion but also shape it. They arm governments and civil society with 
information to effect change. 
 
This section compiles a cross-section of effective media stories angles2 which highlight 
the issue of corporal punishment with sensitivity and from a child-rights perspective. 
 
Report Abuse 

 
This news item of a child having lost his hearing by a teacher’s slap in September 2007 i
Mumbai, India was sensitively portrayed by the media by capturing the opinions of the 
teachers, parents, doctors and even experts of the socio-legal cell. The child’s name
photo, however, were also been displayed in this news item and i

n 

 and 
t is assumed that 

appropriate documented consent was procured for their release.

                                                 
 Rona Jualla-Ali  Nico van Oudenhoven (2008), On Tolerance towards Violence against Children: Lessons from 

Nicaragua and Trinidad & Tobago, Seminar ‘The school says NO to violence! Ways to prevent violence in the 
schools’ Civil Society Development Foundation (CSDF) Ministry of Education, Research and Youth International 
Child Development Initiatives (ICDI) Bucharest, May 2008.  
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2MediaWise and UNICEF (2005), Media and Children’s Rights, www.mediawise.org.uk (Last accessed by the 
author January 2009)
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Follow the Story 

 
Even after nine years, the media continued t report on the story till the conviction and 
sentence of two years rigorous imprisonment was delivered to the teacher, P. C. Gupta 
for meting out corporal punishment to a class VI student in New Delhi in 1997. The 
accused had made a student parade naked in front of the whole school for three hours. 
Rakesh, the student whose "fault" had been that he had taken a dip in the school tank on 
a warm afternoon on a day was forced to discontinue his studies after the incident due to 
constant taunts by other teachers and fellow students.  
 
Despite his dream of “completing his education and starting a small business” shattered, 
after nine long years, at the age of 21 years working as a factory mechanic, he was finally 
atleast able to ensure that his tormentor was brought to book.  
 
Spotlight on Heroes 

 
The film, Taare Zameen Par, directed by successful Bollywood actor Aamir Khan while 
purportedly dealing with the issue of dyslexia, cut across age barriers and sensitized 

arents, teachers, youth, the elders.  p
 
Research in Focus 

 
When the study the Women and Child Development ministry was released in 2007 not 
only did it focus attention of the fact the 2 of every 3 children face physical abuse in 
school, but its media coverage paved the way for a series of talk shows on televisions, 
opinion polls and initiative of state governments to issue guidelines to ban corporal 

unishment in schools. p



 
 
 

 

 
Toolkit 8: The Right to Protection and Dignity              
Media END CORPORAL PUNISHMENT 

 

3

 
 
 
Experiments with Success 

 
Idukki in Kerala in January 2008 has become India’s first district to officially pledge to 
stamp out corporal punishment in schools. Similar success stories show that “cha
possible”. The media, in fact, even brought to light a very unusual case of a female 
teacher who a fortnight after the Idukki declaration to stamp out corporal punishment, 
was so committed

nge is 

 to the cause of ‘do no harm’ to children that she caned herself 
peatedly in front of 500-students assembled in the school, provoking the children who 

 a fellow pupil to confess their crime and vow never to commit a 
re
had stolen money from
imilar mistake.  s

 
Days of Awareness 
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Feature articles are especially useful on commemorative days to analyse the 
phenomenon of corporal puni lendar of hooks. 

 
 

shment and Box 1 presents a ca

Box 1: A Calendar of ‘Hooks’ 
 
This selection of international events offers some suggestions on hooks or pegs on which to 
hang story ideas. There will be many more national, cultural and religious anniversaries 

around which to construct a ‘children’s angle’. Those most relevant to highlight 
unishment in schools are: 

y 
hild Day 

 International Women’s Day 

 Day Against Child Labour 
ational Day in Support of Victims of Torture 

al Youth Day  

and events 
corporal p
 
Januar
24 Girl C
 
March 
8
International Children’s Day of Broadcasting 
 
June 
4 International Day of Child Victims of Aggression 
12 World
26 Intern
 
August 
12 Internation

 
September  
8 International Literacy Day 
15 National T
21 Internation

eacher’s Day 
al Day of Peace 

ember 

 Children’s Day 
nal Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women 

ecember 

Source: MediaWise and UNICEF (2005), Media and Children’s Rights, 
www.mediawise.org.uk

 
Nov
14 National Children’s Day 
19  
20 Universal
25 Internatio
 
D
10 Human Rights’ Day 
 

 (Last checked January 2009) 
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Human Interest 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo Essay 
Pictures often speak more than a thousand words. 

 
Social Ambassadors 

Queen Rania of Jordan recently stressed that violence of schoolchildren is a ‘red line’ 
cannot be tolerated and accepted.  
 
And the Blank Slate….. 
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