
Maternal 
Health

“Some 99 per cent of all maternal deaths occur in developing countries, 

with over 90 per cent of those in Africa and Asia. Two thirds of maternal 

deaths in 2000 occurred in 13 of the world’s poorest countries. The same 

year, India alone accounted for one quarter of all maternal deaths.” 

SOWC 2007

The maternal mortality rate in India of 398 maternal deaths per 100,000 
live births in 1997–1998 had been reduced to 301 by 2001–2003. While 
this is a positive development, it is clear that unless the rate of decline is 
increased drastically, the Millennium Development Goal target of a 
three-fourths reduction in maternal mortality by the year 2015 will not 
be reached.
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State

Andhra Pradesh 18.8 86.0 56.4 30.8 74.2 89.1 66.9 68.6 69.8

Arunachal Pradesh 19.9 36.4 49.2 15.5 33.4 65.4 20.8 30.8 23.3

Assam 20.7 36.3 72.0 36.5 31.2 62.4 27.5 22.7 13.8

Bihar 18.7 16.9 60.2 43.0 30.9 56.1 27.6 22.0 15.3

Chhattisgarh 18.8 54.7 63.1 41.0 44.3 74.0 38.5 15.7 25.3

Delhi 21.7 74.4 29.9 10.6 65.1 – – 60.7 50.4

Goa – 95.0 36.9 20.5 94.3 94.6 93.8 92.6 78.4

Gujarat 20.6 64.9 60.8 32.3 64.7 83.9 54.6 54.6 54.0

Haryana 20.3 58.8 69.7 27.8 54.2 79.0 45.9 39.4 40.6

Himachal Pradesh 21.2 62.6 37.0 24.3 50.2 78.4 47.6 45.3 40.8

Jammu & Kashmir 21.4 74.2 54.0 21.3 60.5 83.0 54.8 54.3 48.0

Jharkhand 18.9 36.1 68.4 42.6 28.7 62.2 20.8 19.2 17.0

Karnataka 19.9 79.3 59.5 31.4 71.3 87.7 61.9 66.9 61.0

Kerala 22.7 93.9 33.1 12.5 99.7 100.0 99.5 99.5 87.7

Madhya Pradesh 19.4 40.2 57.9 40.1 37.1 66.4 28.0 29.7 27.9

Maharashtra 19.9 75.3 57.8 32.6 70.7 87.6 56.5 66.1 58.8

Manipur 23.7 70.1 36.4 13.9 61.7 85.2 52.8 49.3 49.1

Meghalaya 21.7 53.4 56.1 13.7 31.7 78.1 22.2 29.7 28.8

Mizoram 22.3 57.8 49.3 15.3 69.4 91.1 47.4 64.6 51.5

Nagaland 21.8 31.6 44.0 15.9 25.9 54.3 17.9 12.2 11.3

Orissa 20 60.9 68.1 40.5 46.4 68.9 42.9 38.7 38.3

Punjab 21.4 72.5 41.6 13.5 68.6 70.7 67.4 52.5 55.3

Rajasthan 19.6 41.2 61.2 33.6 43.2 77.0 34.6 32.2 28.9

Sikkim 21.9 69.4 53.1 9.6 55.8 92.4 50.2 49.0 48.5

Tamil Nadu 21 96.5 53.3 23.5 93.2 96.4 90.6 90.4 89.6

Tripura 20.3 58.7 57.6 35.1 50.0 79.7 45.4 48.9 26.7

Uttar Pradesh 19.4 26.3 51.6 34.1 29.2 50.5 23.8 22.0 14.2

Uttaranchal 20.5 44.8 45.2 25.7 41.5 64.6 34.4 36.0 30.2

West Bengal 19 62.4 62.6 37.7 45.7 80.2 36.8 43.1 37.8
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