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18 August 2006 

HIGHLIGHTS

· Although successive monsoon heavy rains since late July continue to flood several states across India, the situation in general improves this week.

· The emergency situation, nonetheless, is not over. As the government bodies and other humanitarian players complete their assessment, additional needs emerge. 

· UNICEF receives formal requests for assistance from five states, i.e. Gujarat, Maharashtra, Orissa, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh.

· The threat of disease epidemics among most vulnerable children and communities remains a key concern.

· UNICEF steps up relief operations. Over US$1 million allocated for urgent assistance to the flood affected states.

Current Situation and Assessment

OVERALL

· The level of devastation caused by flooding in 2006 this far remains to be relatively low as compared to the devastation caused by the extensive flooding of 2005.

· However, the monsoon flooding in 2006 has again created havoc and grave humanitarian situation across several states of India, most critically in several districts in the states of Gujarat, Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh and Orissa. A crude estimate is that some 25 million people have been affected and at least one thousand people have died. Several hundred thousand have been sheltered in temporary accommodations. 

· Despite widespread flooding, the national and state authorities have, in general, been able to provide essential support to the affected population. As the state and district administration complete their assessments upon receding of the water in many critically-affected areas, additional needs have been identified.  

· UNICEF has been requested for assistance for specific supplies primarily in health, but also nutrition, education and WES sectors. UNICEF has immediately started the procurement process on all requests. 

· On 11th August, UNICEF attended flood emergency meeting in New Delhi convened by the Sphere India Group’s Unified Response Strategy (URS). The meetings aimed at developing a consensus towards a comprehensive collaborative and participatory intervention that is complementary to the governments’ efforts, which includes NGO mapping, exchange of information, joint assessment and response. It was proposed that the URS be activated with a test assessment in currently affected states. URS will continue to meet in New Delhi regularly as required by emergency situation.
· UNICEF will also continue with its own assessments which are likely to result in some further emergency needs identified and possible new requests. Nevertheless, no major interventions are anticipated at this stage.   
GUJARAT

· With no further rains throughout last days, the flood situation in Gujarat, the most affected state in India, has improved considerably. The relief operations, however, continue and the situation requires further action and attention. 

· Recent floods in Gujarat have affected 7,800 villages (42% of the state) in 11 districts (out of 25 in the state). The total population affected is around 10 million, which includes around 1.3 million children below five years of age. Upon flooding, some 190,000 people have been evacuated into 205 government-erected temporary shelter camps. 
· Eight districts in the eastern and central parts of Gujarat are considered to be the most affected at present: Anand, Panchmahals, Kheda, Ahmedabad, Vadodara, Bharuch, Navsari and Surat. 

· The single most affected district is Surat, especially Surat City, where the floods are considered to be the “unprecedented” or “most devastating in 200 years”. The flood was caused by heavy rains in Maharashtra-Gujarat borders and consequent excessive release of water from the dam from 6 to 11 August. Over 90% of the city was under 2 - 20 feet of water, disrupting the life and causing huge losses. Over 3.5 million population, comprising about half a million under-five children have been badly affected. About 100 persons are reported to be dead. Telecommunications and electric supply were completely disrupted. Roads and railway connection to the city also remained suspended until 12th August. 

· During the last week, as the water receded, cleaning-up of the city of the tonnes of mud, slush and dead animals left behind by the flood waters has been the major priority of the administration.  So far, 9,200 tonnes of mud have been removed. Basic services have been restored. 

· There are 806 mobile medical teams that have been pressed into service to cater to the public health and curative needs of town and rural areas.  They are well equipped with medicines and preventive services. Large scale chlorination is carried out to disinfect the water. 

· In view of the threat of Malaria, Dengue and Chicken Gunia infections, entomological surveillance has also been launched. The vector density is 0.33 as against 0.79 in June this year. In coming days, mosquito breeding poses a major threat for which it is critical to do fogging on large scale along with anti-larval measures. It was reported that there is a short supply of malathion insecticide. In 1992, there was an outbreak of Plague after floods of a much smaller magnitude.  Hence all efforts are being made for its prevention. 

· UNICEF assessment team visited Surat on 14th August, immediately upon restoration of the road communication. 

· UNICEF’s action plan in coming period includes expediting of procurement and supply of Chlorine Tablets and Fogging Machines which are urgently needed by the state. The supplies requested last week have already been distributed or are on the way: ORS packets, AD syringes, baby blankets, portable generator sets, and sodium hypochlorite for chlorination of water in tankers and public distribution tanks.

· Furthermore, as per latest government’s request in health, nutrition and education section, UNICEF has started the procurement process for additional supplies. UNICEF’s planned activities include: providing mobility support to government counterparts by hiring vehicles to strengthen outreach services for children and women as well as disease surveillance activities; supplying of chloroscopes for measurement of residual chlorine in drinking water; reviewing assessment reports of Anganwadi centres and schools for any possible assistance; undertaking detailed sectoral assessment after about a week; closely monitoring fresh flood alerts from other districts of Gujarat.

MAHARASHTRA

· Floods in North, East and Central regions of the State have affected 24 districts, leaving, as per official data, 144 dead, 87 missing and 450,000 evacuated across 5,421 villages. Throughout the last week, the situation has improved. 

· The devastating floods of early August prompted the state government to launch a massive rescue operation with army and navy personnel, which included airdropping of food packets for the marooned people and evacuations wherever required and possible. The grim flood situation in 24 districts across the states prompted state health officials to work out emergency plans to check the spread of diseases and provide sanitation facilities and clean drinking water.

· The state government managed the crisis with its own resources. The UNICEF office in Mumbai, nevertheless, received a request for assistance from the Maharashtra health department for various essential medicines and medical equipment. The request is under consideration by UNICEF.  

KARNATAKA 

· In Karnataka, the most flood-affected districts this year have been Belgaum, Bagalkot, Bijapur, Gulbarga and Raichur. 87 relief camps have been erected by the government. 

· The state authorities have been able to respond to the crisis with their resources. UNICEF has been requested for limited assistance in supplies, such as ORS, halogen tablets, bleaching powder, chloroscopes, plastic mats, soaps, buckets and mugs, blankets and mosquito nets. Part of the supplies has already been distributed, including the 100,000 ORS dispatched from ICO New Delhi for Gulbagra District. The rest of the requirements is under procurement. 

ANDRA PRADESH

· As a regular annual phenomenon in late July, incessant rains and overflowing rivers have affected almost half a million people in 14 coastal districts of the state. Some 450 temporary shelters for 75,000 people have been erected by the government authorities. The worst affected has been East Godavari district where over 300,000 people have been displaced. The flood situation has, however, improved in the course of the last week. Rivers are reported to be flowing at low flood levels.

· The largest humanitarian threat comes from possible disease epidemics due to poor hygiene in temporary shelters. The UNICEF state office has collaborated closely with the concerned state and district authorities and NGOs in East Godavari and Khammam districts. UNICEF has initiated procurement of essentially required items such as bleaching powder, chlorine tablets and ORS packets. 
MADHYA PRADESH

· The monsoon was delayed in Madhya Pradesh. The rainfall intensified in early August,  causing flooding in several parts of the state, including districts of Badwani, Seoni, Balaghat, Chhindwara, Hoshangabad, Mandla, Jabalpur and Vidisha. At least 74 people have died and 19 are reported missing in the state. Almost 30,000 houses are reported damaged. Some 25,000 people live in temporary shelters. 

· In the capital Bhopal City, the rainfall broke a 33 year record, and an unprecedented 32 cm of rainfall on 13th August wreaked havoc. All 11 gates of the Bhadbhada dam were opened at the Upper Lake, which resulted in inundation of several slum and other low lying areas. A total of about 700,000 people in the city missing something?. 14 persons have been reported dead in Bhopal alone. 4,392 houses have been damaged. Electricity and water supply were interrupted, and rail, road and air traffic disrupted for two days. About 20% of anganwadi centres have been damaged. About 20,000 people were shifted to 66 relief camps. 

· So far the state government has not put forward any request for UNICEF’s assistance, confident that the situation is under control. UNICEF, through its most recent assessment visits has, however, witnessed a very precarious situation in the worst affected areas of Bhopal, particularly among poor slum-dwellers. Most acute problem is the loss of food grains and cooking fuel. No adequate relief operations or outreach health services have been carried out among those communities. The threat of disease epidemic is high in those areas. UNICEF will advocate with the government counterparts for urgent action and provide other assistance as required. 

· UNICEF has also initiated assessments in the districts of Vdisha, Balaghat, Badwani and Guna. 

ORISSA 

· As the rain continued, the floods in coastal, Northern and Southern Orissa have been affecting thousands of villages, forcing at least 200,000 people out of their homes. The following 17 districts have been affected: Balasore, Bhadrak, Jajpur, Mayurbhanj, Puri, Khurda, Boudh, Gajapati, Ganjam, Kalahandi, Koraput, Rayagada, Malkangiri, Kandhamal, Nowrangpur, Nuapada, Bolangir and Sonepur. 

· In total, the floods have affected a population of over 1.8 million during this year’s floods. As per official data, there have been 41 deaths so far in the state. According to the Revenue Department of the Government of Orissa, about 42,000 houses have been badly damaged. The crop loss is estimated at 42,743 hectares, while about 122,000 hectares of total crop area has been affected. The overflowing rivers have also caused substantial damage to the roads and telecommunication services. 

· The State Government has made due efforts to ensure that relief reaches to each and every flood affected people and the trapped families are rescued as early as possible. The District Emergency Control Rooms are functioning round-the-clock to closely monitor the rescue and relief operations. Till date, the Government of Orissa has opened about 30 relief camps for the victims of the current floods.

· In response to a major concern over possible outbreak of epidemics in the aftermath of the flooding, UNICEF has supplied its pre-positioned emergency supplies to the State Disaster Management Units in addition to working with Rural Water and sanitation to ensure clean water provision for the affected villages. The supplies include: 3 million PUR (Water Purification/disinfectant), 1.89 million sachets ORS, 1 million Halazone tablets, 250 MT bleaching powder and 50,000 AD syringes. 

· UNICEF as part of the UN Emergency team in Orissa continues to work with the State Administration in assessing the situation and providing necessary assistance. 

· Two districts, Koraput and Naupara, have requested additional support from UNICEF, namely bleaching powder, ORS, halogen tablets, blankets, utensils, tarpaulins, family hygiene kits. UNICEF has already initiated the procurement process to urgently respond to the requests in Orissa. 
LADAKH, JAMMU AND KASHMIR 

· Rather unusually, from 31st July onwards, there has been heavy rainfall and cloudburst in the remote Leh and Krigil districts of the Ladakh region in the state of Jammu and Kashmir. Interruption of services and extensive damage to property and infrastructure has been reported. From available sources, however, it appears that the situation is within the capabilities of the local government. UNICEF will further monitor the situation. 

Next Situation Report

25 August 2006. 
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