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UNICEF Situation Report No. 3, 

Floods 2006 – India 

27 August 2006 

HIGHLIGHTS

· Heavy monsoon rains continue across several states and cause fresh floods of smaller scope in several districts of Rajasthan, Gujarat and Orissa. 

· State and district authorities with the assistance of civil society and other partners in general manage to provide essential relief to the affected population. 

· Major external assistance is unlikely to be required. 
· UNICEF receives formal request for assistance in Rajastan. 

· The procurement and supply process in response to earlier requests from five  states is ongoing.   

Current Situation and Assessment

OVERALL

· Although the monsoon rains have continued in certain areas, and fresh floods have been recorded in Rajasthan, Gujarat and Orissa, the overall situation has been improving during the past week. The havoc and threat of the serious humanitarian situation in most affected districts throughout several states has largely been overcome and life is returning back to normal in most places. 

· The most affected states have been Gujarat, Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Rajastan and Orissa. A crude estimate is that some 25 million people have been affected and, as per official sources, some 2,100 people have died throughout the country. Several hundred thousand have been sheltered in temporary accommodations. 

· The level of devastation caused by flooding in 2006 remains to be relatively low compared to the devastation caused by the extensive flooding of 2005. The national and state authorities have, in general, been able to manage the crises and provide essential support to the affected population. 
· Nonetheless, there is still a threat of disease outbreak, which is the main concern of most state and district authorities. 

· UNICEF assistance has been requested for specific supplies, primarily in health, but also nutrition, education and WES sectors. 
· Sphere India Group’s Unified Response Strategy (URS) have continued to meet regularly to coordinate their response vis-à-vis the ongoing floods in India. Sphere URS has opened internet blog www.shpere-urs.blogspot.com to share information and communication between its members and, information on current floods in India.  
GUJARAT

· Throughout the last week, despite some more rain, the flooding situation has improved considerably in Gujarat.  

· Out of a total of 25 districts, eleven districts (7,800 villages) have suffered from flood devastation this year. In total, some 10 million people have been affected, of whom 3.5 million in Surat City. According to official sources 93 people have died in the state during the flooding. 

· The worst affected was Surat District, in particular Surat City, which was completely paralysed for days. Since the water starting receding last week, a massive clean up operation has been carried out in Surat city. 
· The Government of Gujarat has taken a number of measures to avert any possible disease outbreak. A massive chlorination drive is ongoing to disinfect the drinking water supply and some 1,106 mobile medical teams have worked round the clock to provide public health and curative services to the affected population in all the flood-affected districts. Cases of viral fever have been reported from Ahmedabad and Surat districts and the government has taken urgent steps to attend to this particular health threat. In view of the threat of malaria, dengue and chicken gunia infections, entomological surveillance has also been launched. 
· A formal request was received from the Government of Gujarat for supply of essential drugs, chlorine tablets, ORS, AD Syringes, baby blankets, impregnated bed nets, fogging machines and portable generators to support the control of disease outbreak and restore essential public health services. The chlorine tablets, ORS packets, portable generators and baby blankets have already been delivered.
· A request was also received from the Education Department to replenish teaching-learning materials, books and sports kits damaged during floods.

· Further to the assessment carried out by a UNICEF Gujarat State Office team in Surat city on 14th August, another team of UNICEF officials is currently visiting Surat district to take assess the situation in the rural areas.  

MAHARASHTRA

· The floods of early/mid August in the North, East and Central regions of the State affected 24 districts. As per official data, 481 people died and some 450,000 were evacuated from 5,421 villages. Throughout the last week, however, the situation has significantly improved.  
· The state government launched a massive rescue operation with army and navy personnel, which included airdropping of food packets for the marooned people and evacuations, wherever required and possible. The grim flood situation in 24 districts across the states prompted state health officials to work out emergency plans to check the spread of diseases and provide sanitation facilities and clean drinking water.

· The state government managed the crisis with its own resources. The health department has requested UNICEF Maharashtra State Office for assistance to procure some essential medicines and medical equipment and the procurement process is ongoing. 

KARNATAKA 

· In Karnataka, the most flood-affected districts this year have been Belgaum, Bagalkot, Bijapur, Gulbarga, Koppal, Raichur, Shimoga and Uttar Kannada. 764 villages and about 1 million people have been affected.  Some 100,000 people have been temporarily displaced in 174 relief centres. 
· On 18th August, the state government announced the decision to permanently shift 90 low lying villages in six districts, which have repeatedly faced flood devastations.  
· A high level review meeting was convened by the Chief Minister. He stated that as many as 16,405 families in the villages identified in Gulbarga, Belgaum, Raichur, Bagalkot, Bijapur and Koppal will be shifted in a phased manner. However, no time frame has been specified. The state government has already sanctioned funds for acquisition of private land to shift the villages. 

ANDHRA PRADESH

· By mid-August, monsoon rains and overflowing rivers affected almost half a million people in 14 coastal districts of the state. The most affected districts were East Godavari, West Godavari, Khammam, Vishakhapatnam, Krishna, Srikakulam and Vizainagaram. As of 25th August, all the relief camps have been closed.

· The government has been providing following items to the most vulnerable among the affected: a) dry ration:  20 kg of rice, 1 kg oil, and 1 kg dal; b) fuel: 20 litres of Kerosene oil per family; c) medical support: in all districts medical teams are available round the clock; d) provisional support: Rs. 250/- per family for clothing and Rs 250/- for utensils.

· The government also announced a compensation package. Pucca houses will be constructed under Indiramma scheme for “below poverty” families whose dwelling have been damaged fully or partially in 16 districts of Andhra Pradesh.
· Immediately after the floods, the UNICEF Andhra Pradesh State Office and government partners jointly assessed the situation in the worst affected districts of Khammam and East Godavari. As per government requests, the following supplies were procured and sent to the districts as immediate relief material. East Godavari district: Halogen tablets (100,000); Chlorine tablets (50,000); Chloroscopes (100). Khammam district: bleaching powder (12,500 Kg); Chlorine Tablets (50,000); ORS packets (200,000). 
· According to UNICEF and partner’s recent assessments, the affected areas now require additional attention to the areas of health and sanitation: a cleanliness drive, safe drinking water, health clinics for addressing minor ailments; books and supplies for the children, housing repair and reconstruction and food support to those with extreme need.  No long term need has emerged from the assessment except the livelihood and housing needs of the poorest families.
· At present, it seems there is no additional request for UNICEF support, however, the situation will be reviewed again in order to assess the progress in the affected areas.   
MADHYA PRADESH
· The monsoon was delayed in Madhya Pradesh. The rainfall intensified in early August, and with short interruption has continued to date. A total of 24 districts have been affected, damaging 65,000 houses. Over 100 people are reported dead and some 20,000 people are sheltered in 120 relief camps. 

· So far, there has been no massive response launched by the State Government. Most districts are handling the emergency on their own, barring a few instances where stranded people have had to be rescued by helicopter. Survey work for damage assessment is ongoing, and interim relief is being given to the affected families. No major outbreak of disease has been reported so far.

· The UNICEF Madhya Pradesh State Office has carried out field assessments in Bhopal City urban areas, Vidisha, Hoshangabad and Badwani districts. The districts have so far coped with the situation on their own, however, formal request letters for assistance in some specific emergency items are expected from those districts shortly. UNICEF continues to collaborate with state and district authorities on identifying needs and priorities. 

· UNICEF’s current plan of action in response to crisis aims at restricting supply support to plastic mats, blankets and tarpaulins for immediate relief. For remaining items that the authorities have informally requested, UNICEF will encourage districts / departments to look for their own resources. 
· As for response to Bhopal City, UNICEF will work through NGOs to ensure correct health / hygiene messages are disseminated and that all children are back in school as soon as possible. 
· UNICEF also continues to work in coordinated manner with other humanitarian players. The meeting with Development Partners / NGOs, held on 23rd August, was attended by UNFPA, DFID, WFP, CARE, EC, WFP. 

ORISSA 

· The monsoon rains have continued in Orissa. On 22nd August, a low pressure over the Bay of Bengal triggered incessant rains in most parts of the state, aggravating the flood situation in most parts of interior and coastal regions, affecting another group of over 250,000 people. Currently, the three districts considered to be the most affected are Bhadrakh, Balasore, and Puri. 

· A total of 17 districts have been affected this year: Balasore, Bhadrak, Jajpur, Mayurbhanj, Puri, Khurda, Boudh, Gajapati, Ganjam, Kalahandi, Koraput, Rayagada, Malkangiri, Kandhamal, Nowrangpur, Nuapada, Bolangir and Sonepur.
· In total, the floods have affected over 2 million population and as per official data, there have been 41 deaths so far in the state. According to the Revenue Department of the Government of Orissa almost 42,000 houses have been badly damaged and 122,000 hectares of total crop area has been affected, with crop loss in 42,743 hectares. 
· The State Government has made due efforts to ensure that relief reaches to each and every flood affected person and the trapped families are rescued as early as possible. The District Emergency Control Rooms are functioning round-the-clock to closely monitor the rescue and relief operations. To date, the Government of Orissa has opened about 30 relief camps for the victims of the current floods.

· UNICEF has worked closely with other UN agencies and Orissa State Disaster Mitigation Authority (OSDMA) in assisting the Government in its response. The UN Emergency team in Orissa continues to work with the State Administration to assess the situation and provide necessary assistance.

· After the last floods, UNICEF had pre-positioned 3 million PUR (Water Purification/disinfectant), 1.89 million sachets ORS, 1 million Halazone tablets, 250 MT bleaching powder and 50,000 AD syringes.
· At the request of the District Administrations, Koraput and Nuapada, UNICEF has provided an additional 8,000 blankets; 30MT bleaching powder; 20 HDPE water tanks (5,000 ltrs); 7,000 family hygiene kits; 2,700 tarpaulin sheets; 100,000 Halogen tablets; 400,000 sachets ORS and 3,000 utensils. 
RAJASTAN 

· Starting on 18th August, Rajasthan experienced heavy rains over 4-5 days in eight districts in the south-western region. The rain continued over 100 hours and the region received nearly 2-3 times the annual average rainfall. 
· From 21-23 August, the situation became much worse in two districts - Barmer and Jaisalmer - which are basically semi-arid areas with annual average rainfall of 200-300 mm. Several water retaining structures, created to conserve precious water, gave way.  
· The Government of Rajastan (GoR) estimates that 5,031 villages in 12 districts have been affected in the floods thus far. The total number of deaths officially reported is 85 although the local media reports put it at over 300 on the morning of 26th August. At least 450 persons are reported missing. Army helicopters have been pressed into service to rescue marooned population and by the evening of 26th August it is reported that all such marooned persons have been rescued. 
· This region is ill-prepared for flooding, as it is arid and normally experiences acute water scarcity. The last time there was flood-like situation in this region was in 1992.

· The worst-affected continue to be 45 villages in Barmer District, which have been totally submerged by the unexpected flow of water. The water level is 25-27 feet deep in a radius of 60 kms, and the area is totally cut off. Nearly the entire population of the area is reported to be homeless and have taken shelter on sand dunes with no clothes and shelter. Since the water is trapped between high sand dunes, and there is an underlying sub-soil layer of gypsum in the region, it is suspected that water will not drain easily and the water could be standing for six to eight weeks, potentially creating a serious public health problem. 

· The Government has dispatched the Army to evacuate the people with boats and helicopters. Volunteers from nearby villages have provided jeeps for transportation to safe areas, however, the water level is so high that rescue operations are difficult. There is no expertise among the local people to face the flood situation and most of them do not know to how to swim.

· The UNICEF Rajastan State Office has been assessing the situation through the Department of Disaster Management, GoR, the Centre for Disaster Management and its NGO partners as well as through Extenders in the region. 
· A UNICEF team have departed for Barmer today to assess the situation in detail in the worst affected 65 villages in the Barmer district, with a population of 50,000 and 10,000 children below 5 years of age. 

· The objective is to assess the health situation and the provision of safe drinking water, water storage tanks, buckets with cover, utensils, hygiene kits, ORS packets, chlorine tablets, bleaching powder, IV fluids, anti snake venom, camping tents and blankets (the temperature is between 20-25 C).

Next Situation Report

1 September 2006. 
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