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UNICEF Situation Report No. 5
Floods 2006 – India

11 September 2006
HIGHLIGHTS

· The emergency persists in the affected areas in Rajasthan and Orissa, where specific relief assistance is still required. 

· Heavy monsoon rains continue across several states and causes floods in Jammu and Kashmir and fresh alerts in Gujarat. 
· The state and district authorities, with the assistance of civil society and other partners, are providing essential life-saving support to the affected population. 
· In response to state governments’ requests, UNICEF is providing assistance in seven flood affected states.
Current Situation and Assessment

OVERALL

· More than 2,200 human lives have been lost since 1 June 2006 on account of floods. The cattle/livestock loss exceeds 110,000 and approx. 150,000 houses have been partially or fully damaged. 
· UNICEF, along with government and NGO partners are continuing the field assessments in the affected states. While the focus is on relief assistance, possible specific rehabilitation needs are also being looked into.   

· Sphere India Group’s Unified Response Strategy (URS) www.shpere-urs.blogspot.com has continued to meet regularly, carry out inter-agency field assessments and coordinate their response. 
· The utilisation of emergency funds is now more than $1.3 million in total.
· GUJARAT

· The situation has improved considerably in the flood affected areas in Gujarat, however, due to heavy rainfall in the catchment areas of Mahi river, a new flood warning has been sounded in 4 districts. About 20,000 people from Anand, Kheda, Vadodara and Panchmahals have been evacuated. 
· No epidemic outbreaks reported. All sources of water and public storages of drinking water are being cleaned up and super chlorinated. UNICEF has supplied 4,000 litres of Sodium Hypochlorite solution to ensure safety of drinking water. Surveillance has confirmed that more than 97 % (239,000 of 245,000) samples have shown desirable levels of chlorine in domestic water supply. 
· There are reported 71 cases of leptospirosis cases in Surat, however, now on the decline.
· Fogging machines, impregnated bed nets, deep freezers, ILRs and essential drugs are being supplied. The utilisation of funds for emergency supplies exceeds $750,000. 

MAHARASHTRA

· The situation is normal in all the flood affected districts of the State.  
· As per the diseases surveillance report dated 7th September 2006 received from Directorate of Health Services, Mumbai, the latest status of out-patients suspected of having the following diseases in Greater Mumbai is as:
	Gastro / Diarrhoea
	Hepatitis
	Lepto-spirosis
	Dengue
	Typhoid
	Malaria
	Total

	38,006
	336
	154
	134
	114
	4,110
	42,854


· A total of 596,279 ORS packets and 317,996 chlorine tablets supplied by UNICEF were distributed by the BMC staff.
· UNICEF has so far utilized emergency funds worth $149,000 in Maharashtra. 

ORISSA 

· Heavy monsoon rain continues to hamper relief and rehabilitation work and the serious situation still persists in at least 7 districts of Orissa. The worst affected districts are Kendrapara, Cuttack, Puri, and Jagatsinghpur.
· In this round of floods 2.24 million people (449,652 families) have been affected in 5314 villages. 7 more human lives have been lost.

· Four teams from the UNICEF Orissa State office visited the worst affected areas and completed the rapid assessment in 6 affected districts. The teams observed that the Government has sufficient teams and adequate materials prepositioned and available in affected areas. Families and communities are still living on embankments and high land close to their villages and are not willing to go the temporary shelters. The stagnant water poses a potentially dangerous situation for epidemics and the extent of damage to health infrastructure will become clear once the water recedes.
· Most of the UNICEF supplies of Halazone tablets, ORS sachets, PUR, bleaching powder, water storage tanks and jerry cans are being actively used.

· UNICEF has designed leaflets containing hygiene messages and is orienting teams of NSS volunteers for social mobilization and spread hygiene and sanitation messages to ensure safe communities and ward off epidemics. So far, the Orissa office had prepositioned supplies and utilised additional $243,000 for relief supplies.

RAJASTHAN 

· The UNICEF team completed the rapid assessment in the worst affected district, Barmer, where Kawas and Malwar remain the worst affected villages. Though water levels have receded by 2-3 feet, it may take 2-6 months for the water to entirely drain out, due to gypsum rock.  
· The State Government estimates that in Barmer district alone, 75,000 people have been affected. There have been 108 human deaths and about 47,000 livestock lost. The Government has mainly responded with search and rescue, mobile medical teams, restoration of water supply, restoration of roads and power supply. 
· NGO response in food and non-food distribution, medical services and water tanks in the relief camps is visible.

· UNICEF is assisting by providing ORS (100,000); Water storage tanks (85); Bleaching powder (22500 kgs);Plastic mugs  and buckets-10,000 each; Tarpaulin sheets(5,000 pieces);Wooden poles for erecting shelters(100 sets);Chlorine tablets (500mg)-25,000;and Jerry cans (5 lts)- 3,000. The total fund utilisation for emergency supplies in the state has touched $141,000.
· 20 water tanks, shelter utilisation plan and some distribution of shelter materials is in place and a model shelter (20 units) and construction of 5 latrines is almost completed. 

· UNICEF is advocating with the district administration to put in place a system for building shelters using the tarpaulins provided.   

· UNICEF initiated a measles vaccination campaign and together with CARE & the district health administration has covered affected populations in Kawas and Malwar through special immunisation drives with BCG, Measles, OPV, TT, DPT. Estimated measles coverage is 74% after 3rd day of campaign. Planning for extending the campaign in Shiv affected area is underway.

.

Jammu and Kashmir
· Jammu and Kashmir is facing a major flood crisis with hundreds of villages and even parts of Srinagar city badly affected. 444 villages in Anantnag, Budgam, Srinagar, Pulwama and Baramulla have been affected. 
· Major roads (Jammu-Srinagar National highway and Srinagar-Leh highway) were damaged but now normal traffic movement has resumed.
· 8,615 people have been accommodated in the relief camps. 145 medical teams have been deployed by the Government in affected districts.

· The water in the main river, Jhelum, continues to recede. 

MADHYA PRADESH

· The situation has improved in the last week and no major outbreak of disease has been reported. 

· No additional request from the State Government for assistance from UNICEF.
KARNATAKA 

· No new developments.
ANDHRA PRADESH

· No new developments. 
Next Situation Report

22 September 2006. 
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