Sitrep No. 6 of 2006

Flood report of West Bengal dated 5 October 2006

Rainfall in the districts over the last 48 hours has been little except in the North Bengal districts and water levels of the main rivers in the state have gone down. There has been no discharge from the Mayurakshi reservoir and discharge from the Damodar Valley Corporation was reduced to 36,700 cusec. Water levels of most rivers have started receding in most districts. The water level of Bhagirathi River in Nadia is still flowing above danger level. The water level is going down very slowly. The carrying capacity of the rivers may not improve until tomorrow being a full moon day (as strong tides are apprehended).  The Kandi-Berhampore State Highway opened yesterday. The road communication all over the state has now been restored, although most roads have gone from bad to worse.

The recent floods have affected a total of 16 out of 19 districts in the state. The most seriously affected district is Murshidabad. Nadia, Burdwan, Birbhum, Howrah and Hoogly are in the same category of flood-hit districts. Parts of these districts are slowly limping back to normal. People have started going back to their respective homes from relief camps in most districts. Amta, Udaynarayanpur in Howrah, Khanakul in Hooghly and Katwa in Burdwan are improving.  In Murshidabad district, several GPs in Kandi sub-division are still are under water. Over 1,000,000 persons in the district have been affected. 7.5 Hectares of crop have been damaged.

Water entered 8 blocks and 4 municipalities in Nadia district and over 748,000 persons are currently affected. Over 1,900 Sq. Km areas have been inundated. Crops have been totally lost in over 130,000 Hectares of land in Nadia. Parts of North 24 Parganas (Bongaon sub-division) have been affected.

Though water levels of rivers have started receding in many areas in most districts, the aftermath of the floods is now a cause of concern. In all 12,718 cases of enteric diseases have been officially reported from different parts of the state so far. The number of snakebite cases is increasing. 98 such people have been treated to full recovery in different hospitals. 474 medial teams are working in flood-hit areas of Nadia, out of a total of 775 in West Bengal.  The highest number of cases of enteric diseases has been recorded in Nadia district.

The current floods and storm have already officially claimed 112 lives in the different districts, five were from snakebites. Over 8.3 million persons have been affected and over 0.45 million houses have been damaged. The number of damaged hoses will increase as water recedes. Over 600,000 hectares of crops including vegetables have been submerged thus affecting the production of crops and vegetables. Vegetables are becoming rare commodities in towns and villages. The loss of estimated crops and vegetables is estimated at Rs 150,00 million (approx US$ 324.3 million).

The Alipore Met Office informs that the monsoon will officially end on 10 October. There will be a heavy to moderate rainfall in parts of South Bengal in the next 48 hours due to a low pressure developed over the Bay of Bengal. There may be less rainfall in the North Bengal districts. 

Government Response:

The Health Minister visited Nadia on 3 October. The Finance Minister, the Relief Minister and the Minister-in-charge Home (Civil Defence) held a videoconference yesterday with the District Magistrates and Sabhadhipatis of the flood-hit districts. The Finance Minister, the Irrigation Minister, and the Relief Minister would visit Murshidabad on 7 October. 

The Government of West Bengal has to-date sanctioned additional funds for relief and restoration works taking the total to Rs 1,310 million (approx US$ 28.3 million) for distribution of relief. For distribution of minikit and vegetable seeds among the flood-hit farmers Rs 240 million (approx US $ 5.18) have been allocated. A sum of Rs 150 million (US $ 3.24 million) has been released for road repair.

All the District Administrations have geared up their entire administration. They are now taking stock of the total losses incurred- in terms of agriculture, irrigation, infrastructure and public health.  


The distribution of relief materials has improved. But still there are some grievances over the distribution in some districts. A total of 775 medical teams are working to stop spreading of water-borne diseases and 5243 tube-wells have been disinfected. 

The sate police and Kolkata police have been alerted to prevent hoarding and black-marketeering in essential commodities especially after the floods. The Police have been asked to submit reports everyday. The Government has sent 13,600 metric tones of rice and 400,000 water pouches to the flood –hit areas. The government is now focussing on distribution of cooked food with the help of SHGs. Currently 400 distribution centers have been set up.

UNICEF response

UNICEF continues to liaise with both State Government authorities and the district administrations. In addition, UNICEF is in constant contact with the different members of the Inter Agency Group (IAG). Two consultants are out in the field to keep in touch with the district administrations and CBDP teams. A meting with the IAG / CBDP team was held today in Murshidabad. Another meeting has planned in Nadia tomorrow.

Reports of the UNICEF supported Community Based Disaster Preparedness project continue to be appreciated. CBDP teams members have been asked by the Block administration 9Sabhapati/ BDO/ BMOH) for distribution of ORS, bleaching powder, halazone tablets. Some of them have been asked to accompany the officials on boat to distant villages for guiding them and taking them to GPs and other places for reaching out relief materials. 

CBDP team members are involved in creating awareness about the proposed visit of the Health Teams organised by respective BMOHs in Murshidabad, Nadia and South 24 Parganas. They are also helping the BMOHs in mobilising villagers and organizing health camps.

