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Guyana Donates $25M to UNICEF as Emergency Aid for Flood hit Pakistan 

Georgetown, Guyana – UNICEF October 6, 2010 - His Excellency Dr. Bharat Jagdeo, President of Guyana, and members of the Guyana Relief Fund for Pakistan, on Monday October 4, donated G$25 million dollars to UNICEF Guyana to further advance humanitarian relief work as part of the recovery process in flood affected areas in Pakistan.
In a presentation to UNICEF's Sub Regional Advisor- Geoffrey Ijumba at the Office of the President, Fazeel Ferouz, President of the Central Islamic Organisation of Guyana (CIOG), on behalf of the Guyana Relief Fund for Pakistan, highlighted that the notable gesture is a collaborative effort of the Guyanese people including various religious communities, political parties, private sector, trade unions and other stakeholders under the Guyana Relief Fund for Pakistan Initiative.  
In expressing gratitude for Guyana’s benevolent contribution on behalf of UNICEF and the people of Pakistan, Ijumba praised the people and government of Guyana for its ability to make such a huge contribution in spite of its size and resources. “For UNICEF this is a big contribution… this country (Guyana) is very rich in terms of generosity so we thank the people of Guyana for their concern for events that are happening thousands of miles from here… identifying with the suffering of Pakistan and the children in Pakistan,” Ijumba said.
The Sub Regional Advisor who has responsibility for HIV and Aids reiterated UNICEF’s commitment to working together to ensure the survival of those affected, particularly children.  He stated that we have to also remember that this is an important opportunity to reach people who were already vulnerable before the floods and who were not receiving the assistance they need. “With sufficient resources and good collaboration, we can make great gains in tackling some of the problems that have been present there for a long time. This is an opportunity that we cannot afford to miss.” Ijumba said.  He explained that to ensure the survival of those affected, the United Nations and its partners have developed a joint ‘Survival Strategy’ that focuses on the Health, Nutrition and Food Clusters, WASH, Education and Child Protection and aims to ensure a more integrated, effective and timely response to address the key factors contributing to diarrhoea, acute respiratory infections, malaria, measles, cholera, malnutrition, as well as maternal and neo-natal mortality and morbidity.
In acknowledging the incalculable cost in human terms as a result of the massive floods in Pakistan, President Jagdeo reiterated the timeliness of the donation and recommended that a sum from the fund go towards provision of education as part of the recovery process for children.
According to Mr. Ferouz, Guyana Relief Fund for Pakistan was indeed a demonstration of the goodwill of the Guyanese society. He noted that the sum was accumulated as a result of a live telethon hosted on Guyana’s national television - National Communications Network (NCN). “It was supposedly one of the biggest telethon fundraising that has ever happened in our country and we have… even though we handed over $25M to UNICEF we still have money coming in and we have to tally that up too and send it on to UNICEF,” Ferouz explained. 
Members of the fund initiative have agreed to continue the work of the committee, focusing their attention on educating the population on natural disasters and preparation through a collaborative effort of the United Nations and the Civil Defence Commission (CDC). 
About UNICEF
UNICEF is on the ground in over 150 countries and territories to help children survive and thrive, from early childhood through adolescence.  The world’s largest provider of vaccines for developing countries, UNICEF supports child health and nutrition, good water and sanitation, quality basic education for all boys and girls, and the protection of children from violence, exploitation, and AIDS.  UNICEF is funded entirely by the voluntary contributions of individuals, businesses, foundations and governments.
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President of CIOG Fazeel Ferouz presents a $25M cheque to UNICEF's Sub Regional Advisor- Geoffrey Ijumba in the presence of President Bharrat Jagdeo, Bishop Juan Edghill and CEO of NCN Mohamed Sattaur




















