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Youth Media Guyana Receives UNICEF Regional Award for Major Communication Innovation
Youth Media Guyana (YMG), established only a year ago through the collaborative effort of the National Communications Network (NCN), the National Commission on the Rights of the Child (NCRC) and the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), has worked its way up to achieving the regional award for best communication innovation.

On June 12th, representatives of the group were presented with the UNICEF “Traces Communication Award” for best major innovation for excellent work produced via their Youth News Bulletin.  The first annual “Traces” award is a UNICEF regional initiative which acknowledges excellent communication work that has been done in Latin America and the Caribbean in the past year and was opened to all UNICEF offices in LAC countries.  The award was presented by the Honourable Minister of Culture, Youth and Sport Dr.  Frank Anthony. 
Explaining the basis on which the award was given, UNICEF Communication Officer, Leslyn Thompson said that at a recently concluded meeting of UNICEF Communication Officers in Panama, for Latin America and the Caribbean, UNICEF Guyana was awarded the prize for the best major innovation.  She continued that “in a dramatically changing communications landscape, UNICEF efforts at innovation are keen to the positioning of our messaging, so we are always seeking creative and innovative ways 
of promoting messages for children’s development. 
This award was based on the impact of a new, innovative idea, which others can learn from and replicate in other country offices.”

YMG through the UNICEF Guyana submitted an 11-minute news bulletin in the category of best innovation. The bulletin is a monthly television newscast assembled by youths to address social, economic and political issues from a youth perspective and provides a platform for them to air their voices. 
Minister Anthony in congratulating the group said he was elated by their effort to provide a forum for youths to be heard as well as its achievement which was gained after only one year of being established. He expressed hope that the award will be a stepping stone to several future achievements. “You also have to maintain your training and be up to date with the technologies around, so it’s not going to be easy if you want to stay in that position of innovativeness. Youth have to keep creating as you go,” Minister Anthony said.
The Minister also lauded the partnership among NCN, UNICEF and NCRC that paved the way for the group to accomplish their task, noting that other media houses should be encouraged to join the bandwagon to further promote the programme.

Youth Media Guyana was officially launched in May 2007 through the collaborative efforts of the National Communication Network (NCN), the National Commission on the Rights of the Child (NCRC) and UNICEF, with the aim of empowering young people and providing an avenue to help them advocate for their rights
According to YMG member Andrea Bryan, the 11 Minutes Youth News is a monthly television news cast for young people by young people. It also gives young people in Guyana a platform from which their voices can be heard.  “In this way, young people are given opportunities to speak for themselves about their hopes and fears, achievements and the impact of adult behaviour on their lives, within all regions of Guyana, “she opined. The programmes are researched, scripted, voiced and presented by youth media members themselves and is aired at 9:00 hours every first Saturday of the month, with production facilities and free airtime provided by NCN.  
Bryan spoke of the impact of the work done by YMG, “Our short term goals have been met in terms of creating an avenue for youth expression through the media. We have successfully completed monthly episodes of 11 Minutes Youth News for television, collaborated with Trinidad and Suriname to produce a Caribbean youth news bulletin (print and video) for the second COHSOD on children held in Guyana earlier in March, trained over 150 students from across Guyana to produce one minute videos. We have also been able to expand into the print media through the production of our poster and sticker encouraging young people to express themselves,” she concluded.

Further expansion for the young journalists include setting up of a youth media centre, production of fortnightly news bulletin for television, production of a radio programme and at lease three print pieces by end of 2008.
The core group of YMG comprises representatives from the Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sport – Justim Mounter and Shabir Ali, NCN’s Vidya Bijlall; the Varqa Foundation ‘s Lomeharshansham Lall, the President’s College, Joel Joseph and Journalist Andrea Byran.  The group is mentored by veteran Communication Specialist Dr. Rovin Deodat.


We would like to thank all those persons who continued to believe in us – Mrs. Ferguson and Kacina of  NCRC, Dr. Rovin Deodat, Wendy Hermonstine from NCN and of course our mentor and source of guidance and inspiration, Ms. Leslyn Thompson, Communication officer of UNICEF who, from the very beginning made us understand the importance of what we were about to undertake and the impact that could be made. 
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From Left, UNICEF  Representative Mr. Johannes Wedenig, members of YMG, Minister of Culture, Youth & Sport, Dr. Frank Anthony and UNICEF Communication Officer Leslyn Thompson.











