VIEW POINT IN OBSERVANCE OF EDUCATION MONTH
By Johannes Wedenig

Representative, UNICEF, Guyana, Trinidad and Tobago, Suriname

_______________________________________________________

THE ROLE OF THE HOME IN THE EDUCATION PROCESS

The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) is particularly pleased that the Ministry of Education has found ways to encourage and facilitate children’s right to education and to highlight the importance of the combined efforts of the home and the school in helping children in the education process: 

In fact, the Ministry of Education, through its Theme for Education Month, Education of the Child: a Parent and Teacher Obligation, has highlighted at least 5 of the 41 articles of the Convention of the Rights of the Child, usually referred to as the CRC  - the legal foundation  and working tool that sets out to inform, influence and direct all actions that pertain to children and families.  The CRC highlights the fact that children, because of their vulnerability, need special care and protection and emphasizes that the family is the primary socializing institution for shaping the lives of children.   It is obvious that it is the obligation of the home and especially parents, to take an active and indeed, pro-active role in the education process of their children.  This is pellucid in Article 18 - Parental Responsibilities which states that parents have joint primary responsibility for raising the child and in Articles 28 and 29, The Right to Education in which the goal of education is to develop the child’s personality, talents and mental and physical abilities to the fullest potential. 

There is no doubt that all parents want the best for their children so that each child gets maximum support when in school.  Therefore our role as parents must be to help in the holistic approach to preparing children for school. As parents, our end of the bargain is normally referred to as the Families’ Readiness for preparing children for school.  This assumes that parental attitudes and involvement in their children's early learning and development and transition to school is positive, warm and consistent.

How could the home help to do this? My proposal is that the home must provide a safe environment, free from exploitation and violence; that actions and kind words of encouragement become the norm when interacting with children so that healthy self concepts are developed; that simple, stimulating conversations and honest answers to children’s questions must provide basic knowledge and life skills that can promote positive thinking and learning strategies; that we ensure as prescribed by  Article 24 of the CRC, The Right to Health, that the child gets health and nutrition support  through for example, immunizations and good sanitary habits. Article 31, the Right to Play, encourages us to ensure that the child enjoys positive stimulation and interaction during its childhood.  If our homes guarantee the fulfilment of these simple tasks, then any child can have the basic minimum skills and knowledge in a variety of domains and will be ready and successful in school.

Our role as parents never stops when our children enter school. We ought not to forget the needs of our adolescent children in the education process.  Many of us may never be able to help with the assignments of our children at this age but certainly the most profound support we could give can be done in various forms.  For example, how many of us stop to ask our children, “How school was today and what your challenge in school was?” This simple question opens the way for discussions that can help your child survive in a sometimes cruel school world.  How many of us turn off the radio or the DVD or the television when our child has to share the same space to do his/her homework?  How many of us insist on going to school/class meetings? These questions are simple, the answers of which demand no money but the cost of love, support and commitment to our children. The time has come for us parents to be friends with our adolescent children, to listen to them, to rap with them, to share some informative moments with their friends and know our children’s aptitudes and interests.  This makes us informed about our children and, when we speak with teachers, we will help to find avenues that match our children’s aptitudes and interests to ensure that they stay and complete school successfully. This is our role; this is our obligation to our child’s education.  We must honour this obligation.

On behalf of UNICEF Guyana, Trinidad and Tobago and Suriname, I take this opportunity to extend best wishes to the Ministry of Education now and for its future efforts in catering to the needs of the nation’s children.   
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