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November 24, 2010
THE INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR THE 
ELIMINATION OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN- 25 November, 2010
A Message from UNICEF on its work on the Elimination of Violence against Women

On the 7 December 1999, the General Assembly designated 25 November as the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women, and invited governments, international organizations and NGOs to organize activities designated to raise public awareness of the problem on that day. However, women's activists have marked 25 November as a day against violence since 1981.  

As we observe the 2010 International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women, UNICEF draws your attention to the Secretary General call to action for the business community to join other organizations working towards eliminating violence against our women.   This year’s observance highlights the role the business community can play – from developing projects to providing direct financial support to organizations working to end violence and embracing the principles of corporate social responsibility.  

Fifteen years ago, the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action identified the elimination of violence against women as critical to achieving equality, development and peace.  The 15 year review of the implementation of the Platform for Action took place during the fifty-fourth session of the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women, in March 2010. That global review confirmed that while violence against women has become a priority issue for action at the global, regional and national levels, more is needed to be done to implement existing obligations and commitments, address persisting challenges and effect real change in women’s lives.    

In Guyana significant progress has been made in putting the relevant legal and policy framework in place which makes it clear that all violence against women is unacceptable and its prevention and elimination is a public responsibility.  

UNICEF has supported Government in various areas to work on reduction of domestic violence.  The availability and quality of services for victims/survivors of violence has increased, including counseling services, and training of staff at the Ministry of Human Services and Social Security, and have contributed to the development of a five year multi-media Strategy and campaign to address the issues of violence against children and women.  More so, we are partnering with the government in establishing White Zones which will serve as safe places within various communities for survivors of domestic violence.  Further, on Monday, November 29, 2010 UNICEF will join the Government of Guyana in launching the first while zone in Skeldon, one of the many across the country.  UNICEF recognizes the elimination of domestic violence is a mammoth task which needs not only governmental intervention, but a robust partnership proving a continuum of servicers in order to change societal attitudes that condone violence against women and perpetuate gender inequality. This requires an increasing range of stakeholders, including the media, the private sector and civil society organizations, religious and community leaders and young people, to become involved in initiatives to end violence against women in Guyana.

Suleiman Braimoh, Ph.D
Representative

UNICEF Guyana and Suriname
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