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Happy St. Valentine’s Day to you all.

As always, it gives me great pleasure to speak with you on UNICEF’s flagship publication - State of the World’s Children 2008, under the theme “Child Survival”,  which provides a wide ranging assessment of the current state of child survival and primary health care for mothers, newborns and children.
This report has great significance for UNICEF and the children of the world.  We view it as our flagship report as it provides a comprehensive survey of global trends which affect children and is recognized as an authoritative source on childhood which can be used by everyone, including governments, NGOs and academia.

But why look at child survival?  Simple.

We feel that, among other things, the right to survival is a basic human right of every child.  In fact the report posits that investing in the health of children and their mothers is not only a human rights imperative, it is also a sound economic decision and one of the surest ways for a country to set its course towards a better future. 

Today, as we launch this publication, we would like to reflect on the issues that lie at the heart of human progress - the issues of survival of our children and primary health care for all mothers and children, which, if taken care of, can set us on that course.

Every day around the world, on average more than 27,000 children under 5 die mostly from preventable causes. More than one-third die                                                                                                    in the first month of life – usually at home and without access to essential health services and basic life-saving commodities.

Global studies have revealed that the main causes of death among children under five include: neo-natal causes, respiratory or diarrhoeal infections; early childhood diseases that are easily prevented by immunization; under-nutrition (causing up to half of under-5 deaths); unsafe water, poor sanitation and inadequate hygiene.
When children are well nourished, cared and provided for, they are more likely to survive, have less disease, and to fully develop thinking, language, emotional and social skills. When they enter school, they are more likely to succeed. And later in life, they have a greater chance of becoming creative, productive members of society. 

In fact the positive impact of enhancing the health of newborns, children and their mothers can be felt throughout a country as child mortality is a sensitive indicator of a country’s development, and telling evidence of its priorities and values.
It therefore becomes necessary for us to adopt a package of interventions that could give us that positive impact.  

According to the Child Survival report, the provision of a continuum of care is critical to an effective integrated approach to the health and well-being of mothers, infants and young children.  An effective continuum of care connects essential maternal, newborn and child health packages through pregnancy, childbirth, postnatal and newborn periods and into childhood and adolescence, with each stage building on the success of the previous stage. By packaging together proven, cost-effective interventions, more comprehensive care may be delivered more efficiently. Not only does the continuum extend across time, it also links household and community care with outpatient/outreach services and facility-based care. 

Empowering communities and households to participate in the health care of mothers, newborns and children has also proven to be an effective way to enhance care, especially in communities where basic primary health care and water and sanitation facilities are lacking. Engaging families in appropriate caring practices and in their own health care, fostering local ownership, stimulating demand for quality health services, and helping reach the more isolated or excluded populations is critical. To be effective, a community involvement should emphasize cohesive, inclusive participation; support and incentives for workers; adequate programme supervision and support; effective referral systems to facility-based care; secure financing; and integration of community partnerships with district and national health programmes and policies. 

And so it is through this report that UNICEF is calling for concerted 
actions to reach the many children still excluded from health interventions.

In Guyana we have made much progress on child survival.   Recent data have shown that there has been a marked reduction in both infant and under five mortality rates.  Over 90 percent of all children one year old have been immunized against childhood diseases. This is also consistent with the trends in Latin America and the Caribbean. 

In order for us to continue making strides in providing essential health services available to underserved populations, we all as part of a development community, needs to shift our focus to give priority to:
 1) emphasizing the importance of family and community involvement to support families in improving their care practices for children; 
2) providing a continuum of care for mothers, newborns and children by packaging life-saving interventions at key points in the life cycle; 
and finally   strengthening community partnerships and health systems. 
In order to achieve these objectives the key decisions makers - government and communities, donors and international agencies, NGos and private sector collaborators - will all need to unite our actions and partnerships in support of maternal and child survival and health.

Working together, we can ensure that mothers, newborns and children receive quality essential services, improve their health and nutritional status, and place the survival of children at the heart of global efforts to advance humanity.  Together we can accelerate reduction of child mortality to ensure that less and less of our children die from preventable causes.

Thank You.
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