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Today, UNICEF in Guyana launches its flagship publication – State of the World’s Children 2008 – under the theme “CHILD SURVIVAL”.  

This year’s report provides a wide ranging assessment of the current state of child survival and primary health care for mother, newborns and children.  It states, among other things, that the right to survival is a basic human right of every child.  Yet every day around the world,                                                                                                                                                                                                                       on average more than 27,000 children under 5 die mostly from preventable causes. More than one-third die in the first month of life – usually at home and without access to essential health services and basic life-saving commodities.

Global studies have revealed that the main causes of death among children under five include: neo-natal causes, respiratory or diarrhoeal infections; early childhood diseases that are easily prevented by immunization; under-nutrition (causing up to half of under-5 deaths); unsafe water, poor sanitation and inadequate hygiene.
When children are well nourished and cared and provided for, they are more likely to survive, have less disease, and to fully develop thinking, language, emotional and social skills. When they enter school, they are more likely to succeed. And later in life, they have a greater chance of becoming creative, productive members of society. 

In fact the positive impact of enhancing the health of newborns, children and their mothers can be felt throughout the country. Indeed, child mortality is a sensitive indicator of a country’s development, and telling evidence of its priorities and values. Investing in the health of children and their mothers is not only human rights imperative, it is a sound economic decision and one of the surest ways for a country to set its course towards a better future.

In Guyana we have much progress on child survival.  Recent data have shown that there has been a marked reduction in both infant and under five mortality rates.  Over 90 percent of all children one year old have been immunized against childhood diseases. This is also consistent with the trends in Latin America and the Caribbean. 
In order for us to continue making strides in providing essential health services available to underserved populations, we all as part of a development community needs to shift its focus to give priority to:
 1) emphasizing the importance of family and community involvement to support families in improving their care practices for children; 
2) providing a continuum of care for mothers, newborns and children by packaging life-saving interventions at key points in the life cycle; and 
3) strengthening community partnerships and health systems. 
In order to achieve these objectives the key decisions makers - governments and communities, donors and international agencies, NGos and private sector collaborators - will all need to unite their actions and partnerships in support of maternal and child survival and health.

Working together, we can ensure that mothers, newborns and children receive quality essential services, improve their health and nutritional status, and place the survival of children at the heart of global efforts to advance humanity.
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