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Ladies and Gentleman 

A very good morning to all. I am really privileged to stand here this morning bringing to you and all Guyana a most important tool for monitoring the situation of our women and children.   I am privileged because, as a member of the UNICEF team, we have been working towards and anticipating this development for some months now and to actually have the honour of launching it, together with the Bureau of Statistics really brings us a step closer to realising real results for children.  Let me just tell you why GuyD Info is so important at this juncture of our lives.

DevInfo, from which we are implementing GuyD Info, is a database system that provides a method to organize, store and display data in a uniformed format to facilitate data sharing at the country level across government departments and UN agencies using the same system.     It contributes to setting universal standards for data storage, access and dissemination of human development indicators. The long-term vision for DevInfo is for the system to make a major contribution to strengthening country-led monitoring, planning and advocacy. So then what is the larger context of DevInfo?

DevInfo has been adapted from UNICEF ChildInfo database technology. It is an integrated desktop and web-enabled tool to assist countries in their reporting on the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). It has simple and user-friendly features that can be used to produce tables, graphs and maps for inclusion in MDG reports, presentations and advocacy materials. 
Although beset by formidable challenges, Guyana has been able to maintain steady progress towards the MDGs yet the pace of progress may be insufficient to achieve some goals for 2015. In comparison to the 2003 MDG Report, Guyana advanced significantly in its efforts to eradicate extreme hunger, combat HIV/AIDS and achieve environmental sustainability. It is important to point out that Guyana has already met the target of halving the proportion of the population suffering from malnutrition when compared to baseline data from 1995.  However, recent MDG reports indicate that shortfalls in current, accurate and routinely collected data disaggregated by age, sex and geographic location make it difficult to provide a year-to-year updated picture of social indicators.   
So why then is UNICEF so keen on the development of DevInfo?  We are committed to changing the world for children and strive to protect their rights, improve their health, and nurture their development through sound planning and monitoring of policy results. As such much of our efforts are concentrated around monitoring the situation of children and women, by assisting countries in collecting and analyzing data, helping to develop methodologies and indicators, maintaining global databases as well as by disseminating and publishing data. UNICEF is also the lead agency responsible for the global monitoring of the child-related Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and endeavours to achieve them in equity.
UNICEF in collaboration with the DevInfo Support Group is providing technical assistance to countries as well as supporting national capacity building efforts, with more than 20,000 professionals trained by the end of 2007 (60% Government and 40% UN). 


By the end of 2007 more than 100 countries were using DevInfo as the platform to develop a national socio-economic database with more than 80 national statistics organizations and other agencies having officially launched an adapted DevInfo database. 


In the Caribbean a total of 6 countries have been able to customize a version for their purposes. Therefore congratulations are in order for the Government of Guyana and the Bureau of Statistics as they join ranks with these countries, globally, that have been able to customize and launch an adapted version of DevInfo.  Yet, the work has only just begun.

As can be expected, local adaptation of DevInfo is only as useful as the data it contains. UNICEF assists countries in the collection of data through Multiple Indicator Cluster Surveys (MICS), the international household survey programme it developed following the 1990 World Summit for Children. Since 1995, nearly 200 MICS have been implemented in approximately 100 countries, including Guyana in 2000 and 2006. The latest round alone is generating data representative of close to one in four children living in developing countries. MICS provides statistically sound, internationally comparable estimates of indicators on:

· Child Survival and Development 

· Education and Gender Equality 

· Child Protection 

· AIDS 

It also serves as a major source of data for monitoring national and international development goals and commitments. This survey has greatly enhanced the availability of statistics to better inform the situation of women and children in our country.
It is imperative to strengthen other data generation and collection instruments such as the 2010 Census as it is a tool to provide further information on achieving MDGs in equity. These Census instruments must be capable of allowing disaggregated information by age, sex, location and so on. Furthermore if utilised responsibly, DevInfo can be useful for planning purposes as well as the provision of vital data for the completion of national Human Rights and Child Rights reports

Finally, it brings me great pleasure to welcome Guyana to the club of countries that have customised and launched their adaptation of DevInfo further increasing our ability to discharge our responsibilities for the benefit of everyone.

[image: image1.png]Uite for unicef@&®





[image: image1.png]